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A 
common 
misconception about the Grumman 
torpedo bomber known as the Avenger is that it was named as a response to the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. In fact, it received its name some two months before the strike on the US � �>�Û�Þ�½�Ã���*�>�V�ˆ�w���V�����•�i�i�Ì���L�>�Ã�i�°��There is, however, no question of the aircraft’s vital role in �Ì�Õ�À�˜�ˆ�˜�}���Ì�…�i���Ì�ˆ�`�i���œ�v���Ì�…�i���*�>�V�ˆ�w���V��

war from the shock reverses in 1941 to the eventual defeat of ���>�«�>�˜�°�����Õ�À�Ì�…�i�À�“�œ�À�i�]���Ì�…�i��Avenger was an important weapon in the pivotal Battle of the Atlantic, and continued to serve in new roles until well into the 1950s. The type’s beginnings were inauspicious, with a disastrous combat debut at the Battle of Midway. Before long, however, it proved itself to be one of the most potent and effective carrier-borne aircraft of the Second World War.The Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corporation of Long Island, New York, had a long history of providing aircraft to the US Navy by the end of the 1930s. Most of 

�Ì�…�i�Ã�i���…�>�`���L�i�i�˜���w���}�…�Ì�i�À�Ã���>�˜�`��scouts, in which Grumman had helped introduce modern features such as retractable undercarriages and enclosed cockpits. The company did not turn its hand to a torpedo bomber during the biplane era. The aircraft that the Avenger was intended to replace was the Douglas TBD Devastator, introduced in 1937 to supersede biplanes such as the Martin T4M and BM. The TBD 

was one of several new types that arose from a widespread naval aircraft modernisation programme launched in 1934, �>�˜�`���Ü�>�Ã���ˆ�˜�Ì�i�˜�`�i�`���Ì�œ���v�Õ�•�w���•���L�œ�Ì�…��
the carrier-based torpedo strike and level-bombing roles. At the time, the TBD was state-of-the-art. Other naval aviation services would be reliant on biplanes for torpedo strike for years to come. However, aircraft development was accelerating rapidly, and by the beginning of 1939 the 

US Navy considered the TBD to be obsolescent. In March that year, the navy’s Bureau of Aeronautics issued a �Ã�«�i�V�ˆ�w���V�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜���v�œ�À���>���À�i�«�•�>�V�i�“�i�˜�Ì�°��
This demanded much higher performance with a 50 per cent increase in speed over the TBD (300mph) and double the range (1,000 miles with a 22.5in Mk13 torpedo). ���Õ�À�Ì�…�i�À�“�œ�À�i�]���Ì�…�i���À�i�µ�Õ�ˆ�À�i�“�i�˜�Ì���Ã�«�i�V�ˆ�w���i�`���Ì�…�>�Ì���œ�v�v�i�˜�Ã�ˆ�Û�i��weapons should be carried 

internally — the TBD carried its torpedo semi-recessed — and called for a powered turret for self-defence.
What would enable such a �Ã�ˆ�}�˜�ˆ�w���V�>�˜�Ì���ˆ�˜�V�À�i�>�Ã�i���ˆ�˜��performance was the development of a new class of �i�˜�}�ˆ�˜�i�]���Ã�ˆ�}�˜�ˆ�w���V�>�˜�Ì�•�Þ���“�œ�À�i��powerful than the Pratt & Whitney R-1830 Twin Wasp powering the TBD. New two-row radial air-cooled engines from Wright and Pratt & Whitney offered potentially 

more than double the output of the Twin Wasp.
Grumman’s design team under William T. Schwendler produced a design that displayed considerable family �Ã�ˆ�“�ˆ�•�>�À�ˆ�Ì�ˆ�i�Ã���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…���Ì�…�i���«�À�œ�Û�i�˜�����{����

�w���}�…�Ì�i�À�]���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…���y���Þ�ˆ�˜�}���Ã�Õ�À�v�>�V�i�Ã���œ�v��
similar planform, including wings mid-set on a barrel-chested fuselage, and employing the same highly compact ‘Sto-Wing’ folding pattern as the smaller aircraft.The manufacturer chose not to use an existing turret but to develop its own, which was therefore integrated relatively cleanly into the design. The turret was designed in-house by former General Electric engineer Oscar Olsen who eschewed conventional hydraulic or pneumatic power in favour of a unique approach. He utilised two scaled-down industrial electric motors to produce the Grumman 150SE turret, mounting a single 0.50in-calibre machine gun. In addition, a rear-facing ventral 0.30in-calibre machine gun was located at the aft end of the internal weapons bay �Ì�À�œ�Õ�}�…�]���w���À�ˆ�˜�}���L�i�•�œ�Ü���Ì�…�i���Ì�>�ˆ�•�°��

�/�…�i�À�i���Ü�>�Ã���>�•�Ã�œ���>���Ã�ˆ�˜�}�•�i���w���Ý�i�`�]��

DEVELOPMENT 

Ordering the Grumman TBF ‘off the drawing board’ was a risk, but — in 

�U�R�K�V�G���Q�H���C���P�W�O�D�G�T���Q�H���P�Q�V���K�P�U�K�I�P�K�‚���E�C�P�V���V�G�G�V�J�K�P�I���V�T�Q�W�D�N�G�U���t���K�V���R�C�K�F���Q�H�H��

�‚�•�Ì�…�œ�Õ�}�…���Ì�…�i���ˆ�˜�ˆ�Ì�ˆ�>�•���y���ˆ�}�…�Ì�Ã���Ã�…�œ�Ü�i�`���«�À�œ�“�ˆ�Ã�i�]��

there were problems with the aircraft’s handling. 
The centre of gravity was too far aft

�9�K�V�J���V�J�G���V�[�R�G�o�U���Q�T�K�I�K�P�C�N���E�Q�P�‚���I�W�T�C�V�K�Q�P���Q�H���C�T�T�G�U�V�G�T��

�J�Q�Q�M���G�Z�V�G�P�F�G�F�����‚���T�U�V���R�T�Q�F�W�E�V�K�Q�P���6�$�(�������$�W�0�Q��������������

�O�C�M�G�U���C���V�G�U�V���ƒ���K�I�J�V���Q�P���������/�C�T�E�J��������������
US NAVY
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The Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corporation of Long Island, New York, had a long history of providing aircraft to the US Navy by the end of the 1930s. Most of 

state-of-the-art. Other naval aviation services would be reliant on biplanes for torpedo strike for years to come. However, aircraft development was accelerating rapidly, and by the beginning of 1939 the 
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Avenger AS4 XB298/366 of 815 Squadron, Fleet Air Arm in 1954. 
CHRIS SANDHAM-BAILEY

TBF-1C Avengers of US Navy torpedo squadron VT-32, operating from the USS Langley (CVL 27), over the waters off Oahu on 16 January 1944. US NAVY
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H
ave historic aviation and 
air displays traditionally 
been well-served within the 
corridors of power? The short 

answer is ‘no’. Occasionally, individual 
MPs with a personal interest have 
done what they can to raise awareness 
and highlight matters of concern, but 
there has never been a 
concerted effort. Now, 
all that has changed. 
The establishment of an 
All-Party Parliamentary 
Group (APPG) on 
General Aviation was 
long overdue, given the 
sheer scope of activity 
in this entire sector and 
some of the pressures 
that have been facing it. 
Air� eld closures and airspace restrictions 
spring most readily to mind, but there 
are many others. As part of the APPG, 
a Heritage Working Group has been 
set up with the aim of, in its own words, 
identifying “issues that impact on the 
sustainability and growth of aviation 
heritage, both � ying and on the ground”. 
There is no shortage of such issues.

Looking at the working group’s 
own list, one overriding theme stands 
out: sustainability. How can the UK’s 
heritage aviation scene retain suf� cient 
expertise and encourage the involvement 
of younger generations? How can it 
remain � nancially viable? How should it 
be regulated to these ends? Thankfully, 
as we have reported before in these 
pages, there have already been some 
positive moves. But further progress 
is necessary, and there is only so much 
that can be achieved without the sort of 
representation that an organisation like 
an APPG affords.

As a whole, the UK’s general aviation 
scene brings many bene� ts, not 
least economically. Within that, the 
importance of aviation heritage — and of 

air displays — cannot be underestimated, 
but there is a need to ensure that the 
regulatory environment surrounding and 
underpinning this activity is appropriate. 
That need has not always been met. To 
this end, ministers and parliamentarians 
must be well informed. This is the 
potential value of an APPG, and we 

will examine its work 
more closely in a few 
issues’ time, when 
Aeroplane will place a 
special focus on the 
future of the museum 
and airworthy historic 
aircraft scenes.

We had intended this 
month to publish an 
obituary to former 

Air Transport Auxiliary pilot Mary 
Ellis, who died on 24 July aged 101. 
Many excellent pieces have already 
been featured in the press about her 
remarkable life, which saw her notching 
up 1,100 � ying hours in service with 
the ATA from 
1941-45, and 
carrying on for 
a few months 
in peacetime 
as an RAF 
ferry pilot. 
However, 
rather less 
has been said 
about her time 
as manager 
of Sandown 
Airport on the Isle of Wight. When we 
received Arthur W. J. G. Ord-Hume’s 
wonderful letter on this very subject, 
included in our Skywriters pages, we felt 
that this personal appreciation would 
act as our most � tting tribute to an 
outstanding aviator.

Ben Dunnell

CONTRIBUTORS THIS MONTH

JOHN BERKELEY
John Berkeley OBE has 
been an aircraft enthusiast 
since the 1950s. As 
chairman of the Midland 
Aircraft Preservation 
Society from 1972-93, he 
led the establishment of 
Coventry’s Midland Air 
Museum and the 

acquisition of the bulk of its collection. Moving to 
the British Aviation Preservation Council, he set up 
its National Aviation Heritage Committee, initiated 
the council’s Heritage Lottery Fund-supported 
Skills Initiative and the Aviation Heritage Register, 
and co-ordinated an EU exchange programme for 
national and independent museums.

DENIS J. CALVERT
Our regular Flight Line 
columnist, Denis had a 
great time putting together 
the words for his Simon’s 
Sircus feature, which starts 
on page 24. With the 
welcome he received from 
team members and families, 
that was the easy bit. More 
�œ�v���>���«�À�œ�L�•�i�“���Ü�>�Ã���w���˜�`�ˆ�˜�}���«�…�œ�Ì�œ�Ã���p���œ�À�]���>�Ì���•�i�>�Ã�Ì�]��
colour photos. This underlined the truth of 
something said to him by a lady in a photo library, 
namely, “The Royal Navy didn’t discover colour 
until the Phantom’’. However, the result was 
certainly worth it, colour or no.

BARRY WHEELER
Little-known stories slightly 
out of the mainstream hold 
a strong appeal for Barry 
and clearly resonate with 
Aeroplane readers, so the 
short-lived saga of RAF 
Schwechat in post-war 
allied-occupied Austria 
�w���Ì�Ì�i�`���i�>�Ã�ˆ�•�Þ���ˆ�˜�Ì�œ���Ì�…�ˆ�Ã���“�œ�Õ�•�`�°��

Combine the elements of the remains of a 
German aircraft production factory and 
photographs taken by a young serviceman who 
relished a look at ghosts of the past with the 
added dimension of the close proximity of Russian 
forces, and you have a more unusual view of the 
RAF in this anniversary year.

MATTHEW WILLIS
Matthew realised a long-
held desire to write 
professionally about naval 
aviation with a Database on 
the Blackburn Skua dive-
bomber in Aeroplane in 
November 2007. Since 
then he has covered 
numerous UK and US naval 
aircraft in books, magazines and podcasts, as well 
as acting as an expert on television 
documentaries. He has a particular focus on the 
�w���À�Ã�Ì���…�>�•�v�‡�V�i�˜�Ì�Õ�À�Þ���œ�v���>�ˆ�À�V�À�>�v�Ì���>�Ì���Ã�i�>�]���>�˜�`���…�ˆ�Ã���˜�i�Ý�Ì���Ì�ˆ�Ì�•�i��
due for publication is on the Blackburn Shark.
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Aeroplane  traces its lineage back to the weekly The Aeroplane, 
founded by C. G. Grey in 1911 and published until 1968. It was 
relaunched as a monthly in 1973 by Richard T. Riding, editor for 
25 years until 1998.ESTABLISHED 1911
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  There is a 
need to ensure 
that the regulatory 
environment around 
aviation heritage 
and air displays is 
appropriate  
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�5�V���U�L�L�K���M�V�Y���[�O�L���I�V�`�Z���^�O�V���Å���L�^���[�O�L�Z�L���[�V���N�V���[�V���(�S�[�V�U���;�V�^�L�Y�Z�����5�V�[�O�P�U�N���I�L�H�[���[�O�L��
�,�,���3�P�N�O�[�U�P�U�N���Z�\�W�L�Y�Z�V�U�P�J���P�U�[�L�Y�J�L�W�[�V�Y���[�V���O�L�P�N�O�[�����*�V�Y�N�P�»�Z�������������K�P�L���J�H�Z�[���T�V�K�L�S��
�^�P�S�S���\�U�K�V�\�I�[�L�K�S�`�� �Y�H�P�Z�L�� �[�O�L�� �I�H�Y�� �H�U�K���I�L�� �I�`�� �M�H�Y���[�O�L�� �I�L�Z�[�� �`�L�[�� �V�M���[�O�P�Z�� �P�U�J�Y�L�K�P�I�S�L��
�H�P�Y�J�Y�H�M�[�������(�(��������������

COLD WAR DEFENDER

£112.00

�)�V�[�O���[�O�L���:�<���������J�S�V�Z�L���Z�\�W�W�V�Y�[���H�P�Y�J�Y�H�M�[���H�U�K��
�:�\���������T�\�S�[�P���Y�V�S�L���H�P�Y���Z�\�W�L�Y�P�V�Y�P�[�̀ ���Ä���N�O�[�L�Y���O�H�]�L���I�L�L�U��
�V�W�L�Y�H�[�P�U�N���M�Y�V�T���[�O�L���9�\�Z�Z�P�H�U���I�H�Z�L���H�[���3�H�[�H�R�P�H���P�U��
�[�O�L���S�H�Z�[���M�L�̂ ���̀ �L�H�Y�Z�����/�V�I�I�̀ ���4�H�Z�[�L�Y���H�S�Y�L�H�K�̀ ���T�H�R�L�Z��
�]�L�Y�̀ ���L�H���L�J�[�P�]�L��
�K�P�L���J�H�Z�[���T�V�K�L�S�Z��
�V�M���[�O�L���:�<���������H�U�K��
�]�L�Y�Z�P�V�U�Z���V�M�����[�O�L��
�:�<���������H�Y�L���L�_�W�L�J�[�L�K��
�P�U���[�O�L���U�L�_�[���M�L�̂ ��
�T�V�U�[�O�Z�������/�(�������� £89.95

WHITE 8
�(�Y�Y�P�]�P�U�N���V�U���[�O�L���,�H�Z�[�L�Y�U���-�Y�V�U�[���P�U���L�H�Y�S�`����� ��������
�[�O�L���W�V�[�L�U�[���-�V�S�R�L���>�\�S�M����� ���»�Z���W�Y�V�]�L�K���K�L�]�H�Z�[�P�U�N��
�[�V���[�O�L���:�V�]�P�L�[���M�V�Y�J�L�Z�����L�U�H�I�S�P�U�N���3�\�M�[�^�H�H���L���W�P�S�V�[�Z��
�[�V���I�\�P�S�K���[�V�W���º�Z�J�V�Y�L�Z�»�����/�V�I�I�`���4�H�Z�[�L�Y�»�Z������������
�K�P�L���J�H�Z�[���T�V�K�L�S���P�Z��
�H���N�V�V�K���Z�P�a�L���H�U�K��
�V�H���L�Y�L�K���H�[���H���]�L�Y�`��
�Z�W�L�J�P�H�S���W�Y�P�J�L����
���/�(����������

£59.95

WINGS OVER WATER
�;�O�L���T�V�Z�[���Y�L�J�L�U�[���H�K�K�P�[�P�V�U���[�V���[�O�L���(�P�Y�Ä���_���Y�H�U�N�L��

�V�M�������������R�P�[�Z���P�Z���H���U�L�^�S�`���[�V�V�S�L�K���T�V�K�L�S���V�M���[�O�L��

�9�5���7�O�H�U�[�V�T���-�.�������[�O�H�[���O�H�Z���W�Y�V�]�L�K���[�V���I�L��

�H�U���L�_�J�L�S�S�L�U�[��

�T�V�K�L�S���V�M���^�O�H�[��

�^�H�Z���H���]�L�Y�`��

�P�T�W�Y�L�Z�Z�P�]�L��

�H�P�Y�J�Y�H�M�[���H�O�L�H�K��

�V�M���P�[�Z���[�P�T�L��

���(������������ £24.99

MORE THAN MOST
�*�V�Y�N�P���J�O�V�Z�L���3�H�U�J�H�Z�[�L�Y���)���0�0�0�����,�+���������U�H�T�L�K��
�º�4�P�R�L���:�X�\�H�Y�L�K�»���[�V���T�H�Y�R���[�O�L�������[�O���H�U�U�P�]�L�Y�Z�H�Y�`��
�V�M���[�O�L���Ä���Y�Z�[���Å���P�N�O�[���V�M���(�]�Y�V�»�Z���M�H�T�V�\�Z���I�V�T�I�L�Y����
�,�+���������W�\�[���P�U���H�U���H�Z�[�V�U�P�Z�O�P�U�N�����������T�P�Z�Z�P�V�U�Z����
�T�V�Y�L���[�O�H�U���H�U�`���V�[�O�L�Y���3�H�U�J�H�Z�[�L�Y���H�U�K���Z�\�Y�]�P�]�L�K��
�[�O�L���^�H�Y�����(���I�P�N������������
�Z�J�H�S�L���^�P�[�O���������T�T��
�^�P�U�N�Z�W�H�U���H�U�K���P�U��
�[�O�L���\�Z�\�H�S���Z�\�W�L�Y��
�W�Y�L�Z�L�U�[�H�[�P�V�U���I�V�_����
�>�L�»�Y�L���V�H���L�Y�P�U�N���[�O�P�Z��
�V�U�L���H�[���Q�\�Z�[���‰� � ��� � ����
�Z�H�]�P�U�N���‰��� ���M�Y�V�T��
�[�O�L���Y�L�J�V�T�T�L�U�K�L�K��
�W�Y�P�J�L�������(�(������������ £99.99
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S
ixty-eight years after 
Royal Norwegian Air 
���œ�À�V�i���-�«�ˆ�Ì�w���À�i���������8��
MK997 crashed into 

the Samsjøen lake, west of 
Trondheim, the substantial 
�À�i�“�>�ˆ�˜�Ã���œ�v���Ì�…�i���w���}�…�Ì�i�À���Ü�i�À�i��
recovered on 13 August. The 
�-�«�ˆ�Ì�w���À�i���Ü�ˆ�•�•���˜�œ�Ü���L�i���À�i�Ã�Ì�œ�À�i�`���Ì�œ��
�y���Þ���v�œ�À���i�Û�i�˜�Ì�Õ�>�•���œ�«�i�À�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…��
the Norwegian Flying Aces 
organisation at Notodden 
Airport, in the Telemark area 
of western Norway.

Originally delivered to No 1 
Squadron, RAF at North Weald 
on 16 April 1944 as the unit 
was trading in its Hawker 
�/�Þ�«�…�œ�œ�˜�Ã���v�œ�À���-�«�ˆ�Ì�w���À�i�����8�Ã�]��
MK997 was given the codes 
���8�‡���°���"�˜���Ó�™���‚�«�À�ˆ�•���Ì�…�i���Ã�µ�Õ�>�`�À�œ�˜��
was posted to Predannack in 
�
�œ�À�˜�Ü�>�•�•���œ�˜���w���}�…�Ì�i�À�‡�L�œ�“�L�i�À��
�`�Õ�Ì�ˆ�i�Ã�]���>�˜�`���Ü�>�Ã���y���œ�Ü�˜���œ�˜���•�i�>�Ã�Ì��
�œ�˜�i���œ�V�V�>�Ã�ˆ�œ�˜���L�Þ���Ó�Î�‡�Þ�i�>�À�‡�œ�•�`��
Danish volunteer pilot Sgt 
Jorgen Preben Herner 
Petersen. He was one of four 
Norwegian pilots that had 
been posted to No 1 Squadron 
on 7 April.

With the onset of V1 attacks 
on southern England, the 
squadron moved to Detling in 
���i�˜�Ì���œ�˜���Ó�Ó�����Õ�˜�i���Ì�œ���…�i�•�«��

counter the ‘doodlebug’ threat. 
On 4 July, MK997 was 
damaged when it hit a barrage 
�L�>�•�•�œ�œ�˜���V�>�L�•�i���>�Ì���Ó�ä�ä�v�Ì���˜�i�>�À��
Gatwick after breaking away 
from a V1 interception. The 
�Õ�˜�ˆ�Ì���Ü�i�˜�Ì���L�>�V�Ž���Ì�œ���y���Þ�ˆ�˜�}��
bomber escort missions 
following a move to Manston 
on 18 December 1944, a role it 
undertook until May 1945 
when No 1 Squadron moved to 
���Õ�`�…�>�“���>�˜�`���À�i�‡�i�µ�Õ�ˆ�«�«�i�`���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…��
�-�«�ˆ�Ì�w���À�i���Ó�£�Ã�°

Following three years of 
storage at High Ercall, MK997 
�L�i�V�>�“�i���œ�˜�i���œ�v���Î�Ó�����Ž���8�Ã��
selected for the Royal 
Norwegian Air Force, being 

delivered to Norway on 1 May 
�£�™�{�n�°�����Ì���Ü�>�Ã���>�•�•�œ�V�>�Ì�i�`���Ì�œ���Î�Î�£��
Skvadron at Værnes in 
���i�L�À�Õ�>�À�Þ���£�™�x�ä�]���L�Õ�Ì���Ì�…�>�Ì��
�‚�Õ�}�Õ�Ã�Ì�]���Ü�…�ˆ�•�i���L�i�ˆ�˜�}���y���œ�Ü�˜��
�L�Þ���Ó�˜�`�����Ì�����ˆ�˜�˜��
Thorstensen at low 
level over the 
Samsjøen lake, 
it struck the surface, 
the pilot being killed 
instantly as the aircraft 
broke up. 

���˜���Ó�ä�ä�™���>�ˆ�À�•�ˆ�˜�i���«�ˆ�•�œ�Ì���>�˜�`��
historic aircraft owner/operator 
Øyvind Munch Ellingsen 
received permission from the 
family of Finn Thorstensen and 
the Royal Norwegian Air Force 
to recover the wreck. Øyvind 
�Ã�>�Þ�Ã�]���º�����Ü�>�Ã���•�Õ�V�Ž�Þ���Ì�œ���}�i�Ì��
Trondheim-based diver Hallgeir 
Revhaug on the team, and in 
�Ó�ä�£�£���Ü�i���v�œ�Õ�˜�`���Ì�…�i���Ü�ˆ�˜�}�Ã�]���>�v�Ì��
fuselage and armour plate 
and a frame just aft of the 
cockpit. The following year we 
discovered the Merlin engine. 
There were then 
several years with 
little activity, since 
Hallgeir had a bad shoulder 
and the other divers did not 
have enough time.

�º���˜��� �œ�Û�i�“�L�i�À���Ó�ä�£�Ç�������Ü�i�˜�Ì��
into partnership with Runar 
Vassbotten from Norwegian 
Flying Aces. Runar is now the 

�-�«�̂ �Ì�w���À�i���À�i�V�œ�Û�i�À�i�̀ ���̂ �̃ ��� �œ�À�Ü�>�Þ
MAIN PICTURE: 
The fuselage 
�Q�H���5�R�K�V�‚���T�G���.�(�+�:��
�/�-�����������L�W�U�V���C�H�V�G�T��
�G�O�G�T�I�K�P�I���H�T�Q�O��
�.�C�M�G���5�C�O�U�L�Ô�G�P��
�Q�P���������#�W�I�W�U�V����
JAN ERIK ARUD

�6�J�G���‚���I�J�V�G�T�o�U���4�Q�N�N�U���4�Q�[�E�G���/�G�T�N�K�P���K�U���D�T�Q�W�I�J�V���C�U�J�Q�T�G����JAN ERIK ARUD

�6�J�G���R�Q�T�V���U�K�F�G���Q�H���V�J�G���H�W�U�G�N�C�I�G�����U�J�Q�Y�K�P�I���V�J�G���C�O�C�\�K�P�I�N�[���Y�G�N�N���R�T�G�U�G�T�X�G�F��
�4�Q�[�C�N���0�Q�T�Y�G�I�K�C�P���#�K�T���(�Q�T�E�G���O�C�T�M�K�P�I�U����JAN ERIK ARUD



AEROPLANE OCTOBER 2018 www.aeroplanemonthly.com   7

October 2018  News

F
ollowing a 15-year 
rebuild, the world’s only 
airworthy British-built 
Westland Lysander, 

�6�™�Î�£�Ó�É���‡�
�
�"���]���y�i�Ü���>�Ì��
Duxford on 28 August with 
John Romain at the controls. 
Owned by Propshop Ltd, the 
‘Lizzie’ has been restored by 
both full-time and volunteer 
engineers at the Aircraft 
Restoration Company (ARC).

Work began in June 2003, 
when ARC stalwart John 
‘Smudge’ Smith got started on 
the complete renewal of the 
woodwork. The fuselage was 
rebuilt in one of Duxford’s brick 
outbuildings, and John Romain 
and Tom Clarke rebuilt the 
Bristol Mercury XX engine. 
‘Smudge’ is currently working 
on a pair of undercarriage 
spat-mounted winglets, which 
�Ü�ˆ�•�•���L�i���w�Ì�Ì�i�`���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…���L�œ�“�L���À�>�V�Ž�Ã��
following installation. The 
machine is scheduled to make 
its public debut in the Freddie 
March Spirit of Aviation 
concours d’elegance at the 
Goodwood Revival meeting 
from 7-9 September. 

Built by Westland Aircraft at 
Yeovil in 1940 as the 32nd 
production Lysander IIIa, 
V9312 was delivered to No 33 
Maintenance Unit on 4 January 

1941 and served with No 225 
Squadron during 1941 at RAF 
Tilshead, near Warminster, 
Wiltshire. The unit was 
engaged on patrols along the 
Hampshire coast and the Isle 
of Wight, and from May 1941 
also provided air-sea rescue 
cover. It was subsequently 
operated by No 4 Squadron 
on coastal patrols and air-sea 
rescue duties at Clifton, near 
York, where it suffered damage 
on 26 April 1942.

During 
repairs it was 
converted to 
target tug 
�V�œ�˜�w�}�Õ�À�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜��
and exported 
to Canada, 
being taken 
on charge with 
the Royal 
Canadian Air Force in October 
1942 and operated as part of 
the Commonwealth Air 
Training Plan as a tug at 
Mossbank, Saskatchewan. It 
�y�i�Ü���v�œ�À���Ì�…�i���•�>�Ã�Ì���Ì�ˆ�“�i���ˆ�˜���,�
�‚����
service on 30 December 1944 
and was sold off in October 
1946, ending up on a farm in 
Saskatchewan before being 
acquired by aircraft collector 
Harry Whereatt and moved to 
his farm in Assiniboia during 

1972. Kermit Weeks 
purchased the ‘Lizzie’ for his 
Fantasy of Flight Museum in 
Florida in August 1991, but 
following his acquisition of the 
airworthy, ARC-operated, 1942 
Canadian-built Lysander 
G-BCWL from its owner Brian 
Woodford in 1998, Weeks sold 
the far more historic — and 
untouched — V9312 to ARC 
during 2003.

All the other Lysanders that 
�…�>�Û�i���y�œ�Ü�˜���`�Õ�À�ˆ�˜�}���Ì�…�i��

preservation 
age were built 
in Canada by 
the National 
Steel Car 
Corporation 
plant at 
Malton 
Airport, just 
north of 

Hamilton, Ontario. Amazingly, 
one other former No 225 
Squadron Lysander survives: 
the RAF Museum’s MkIII, 
R9125, was delivered to 
Tilshead on 29 September 
1940 coded LX-L, and logged 
36 coastal patrols before being 
withdrawn in April 1941 with a 
cracked engine mount. It is 
under restoration in the 
Michael Beetham Conservation 
Centre at Cosford. 

owner of the majority of the 
shares in MK997 with me as a 
minority owner. Runar 
promised the use of a 
helicopter, which inspired the 
divers to the great effort this 
summer in bringing the major 
parts to the surface.”

On 16 August, Runar 
Vassbotten added, “The 
�À�i�L�Õ�ˆ�•�`���Ì�œ���y�Þ�ˆ�˜�}���V�œ�˜�`�ˆ�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜���Ü�ˆ�•�•��
start soon, and I will be 
travelling to the UK next week 
to have meetings regarding 
this. We have not yet made 
the decision whether it will be 
rebuilt as a two-seater or into 
�ˆ�Ì�Ã���œ�À�ˆ�}�ˆ�˜�>�•���V�œ�˜�w�}�Õ�À�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜�°���7�i��
already have a two-seater 
under rebuild in the UK.”

�/�…�>�Ì���>�i�À�œ�«�•�>�˜�i���ˆ�Ã���-�«�ˆ�Ì�w�À�i�����8��
�
� �x�Ç�ä�É��� �‡�‚�
�‚�]���Ì�…�i���w�À�Ã�Ì��
�-�«�ˆ�Ì�w�À�i���À�i�Ã�Ì�œ�À�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜���Ì�œ���}�œ���œ�˜�Ì�œ��
the Norwegian civil register. 
The fuselage is being built at 
Airframe Assemblies on the 
Isle of Wight, with the wings 
under construction at the 
Biggin Hill Heritage Hangar, 
�V�•�œ�Ã�i���Ì�œ���Ü�…�i�À�i���ˆ�Ì���Ü�>�Ã���L�À�ˆ�i�y�Þ��
based during 1943. Delivered 
to No 611 Squadron at Biggin 
Hill on 15 May 1943, EN570, 
coded FY-J, was credited with 
the destruction of a Focke-
Wulf Fw 190, but fell to the 
guns of another ’190 on 11 
June near Saint-Pol-sur-
Ternoise, in the Pas-de-Calais.

Runar Vassbotten 
continues, “Earlier this year 
�Ü�i���v�œ�Õ�˜�`���>�˜�œ�Ì�…�i�À���-�«�ˆ�Ì�w�À�i�����8�]��
MJ785, which crashed during 
the summer of 1945 while 
being operated by No 165 
Squadron in Norway. So we 
then have the possibility to 
rebuild MJ785 as our second 
two-seater and keep MK997 
as a single-seater: due to its 
Norwegian history that would 
be very nice.”

The recovered parts of 
MK997 were due to be 
displayed at the Telemark 
Airshow at Notodden on 2 
September. Norwegian Flying 
Aces already operates several 
aircraft from Notodden, 
including North American T-6 
LN-FTX, Boeing Stearman 
PT-17 LN-FTX, and a North 
American T-28B, C-GSLA. A 
1934 Cessna C-34 Airmaster, 
LN-JAN, is being restored in 
the workshops there, and will 
soon join 1946 Cessna 140 
��� �‡���
�����œ�˜���Ì�…�i���>�V�Ì�ˆ�Û�i���y�i�i�Ì�°

British-built Lysander 
�y� �̂i�Ã���>�Ì�����Õ�Ý�v�œ�À�`

Wearing its original No 225 Squadron 
code letters, Westland-built Lysander IIIa 
V9312 gets airborne briskly with John 
Romain at the controls at Duxford on 28 
August. DAVID WHITWORTH

 All the other 
Lysanders that have 
�y�œ�Ü�˜���`�Õ�À�ˆ�˜�}���Ì�…�i��
preservation age were 
built in Canada 
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HANGAR 10 Bf 109G-14 AIRBORNE
The Hangar 10 Messerschmitt Bf 109G-14, D-FMGV, made 
�ˆ�Ì�Ã���w�À�Ã�Ì���y�ˆ�}�…�Ì���œ�˜���£�x���
�Õ�}�Õ�Ã�Ì���v�À�œ�“�����i�À�ˆ�˜�}�Ã�`�œ�À�v���>�ˆ�À�w�i�•�`���œ�˜���Ì�…�i��
�˜�œ�À�Ì�…�����i�À�“�>�˜���ˆ�Ã�•�>�˜�`���œ�v���1�Ã�i�`�œ�“���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…�����•�>�Õ�Ã���*�•�>�Ã�>���>�Ì���Ì�…�i��
�V�œ�˜�Ì�À�œ�•�Ã�°���,�i�Ã�Ì�œ�À�i�`���L�Þ�����i�ˆ�i�À���œ�Ì�œ�À�Ã�]���Ì�…�i���“�>�V�…�ˆ�˜�i���Ü�i�>�À�Ã���Ì�…�i��
�“�>�À�Ž�ˆ�˜�}�Ã���œ�v���>�˜���
�À�•�>�‡�L�Õ�ˆ�•�Ì���	�v���£�ä�™���‡�£�{���y�œ�Ü�˜���L�Þ���£�{�°�É�������Î�ä�ä��
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The latest addition to the 
burgeoning Pima Air and 
Space Museum collection 
near Tucson, Arizona, went on 
display in early August, in the 
shape of a Curtiss P-40E. The 
composite machine was 
restored in Rob Greinert’s 
workshop at Albion Park, New 
South Wales.

John Bezosky, the collections 
manager at Pima, says of the 
machine, “Since it is not a 
single-airframe restoration, we 

had to select an identity and 
paint job for it. We settled on a 
USAAF 49th Fighter Group 
P-40E, 41-25163, with the 
name Arizona and rattlesnake 
nose art on the engine 
cowling”. The pilot of that 
machine, operating from 
Darwin and later Port Moresby, 
was seven-victory ace Lt 
Sidney Woods, who played 
quarterback for the University 
of Arizona football team from 
1935-39.
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P-40 arrives at Pima
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JU-AIR TRAGEDY
Ju-Air lost Junkers Ju 52/3m 
HB-HOT when the former Swiss Air 
Force transport crashed in the 
Glarus Alps on 4 August, killing all 
20 occupants. The aircraft was en 
route from Locarno to its base at 
Dübendorf. Ju-Air resumed 
operations on 17 August with its 
other three tri-motors, flying under 
stricter conditions which require 
passengers to remain strapped in 
for the duration of pleasure flights.

MIDAIR CANBERRA TO INDIA?
The ex-Midair Squadron English 
Electric Canberra PR9 XH134/
G-OMHD has been offered to the 
Indian Air Force Vintage Flight by 
Cotswold Airport CEO Susannah 
Harvey. The aircraft has been 
grounded there since its former 
operator went under prior to the 
2015 display season.

Il-2 RECOVERED
Seventy-five years after ditching 
into a lake near Murmansk, a 
single-seat Ilyushin Il-2 Shturmovik 
was recovered by a team from the 
Moscow-based Wings of Victory 
organisation in early August. It will 
now be restored to fly by 
Aviarestoration at Novisibirsk.

RAPIDE ACCIDENT AT 
ABBOTSFORD
The Historic Flight Foundation’s 
DH89A Dragon Rapide N683DH 
crashed at Abbotsford, British 
Columbia, on 11 August, while 
taking off after the second day of the 
Abbotsford Airshow. Its pilot, HFF 
founder John Sessions, was critically 
injured and had to have his lower 
left leg amputated, but was released 
from hospital a few days later and 
plans to fly again with a prosthetic 
limb. The four passengers, one of 
whom suffered serious injuries, all 
survived. BEN DUNNELL

SIR ADRIAN SWIRE 1932-2018
On 24 August, businessman Sir 
Adrian Swire — best-known in the 
historic aviation world as the former 
owner of Spitfire IX MH434 — 
passed away peacefully at the age of 
86. For many years a board member 
of Cathay Pacific Airways, partially 
owned by the family firm Swire 
Pacific, Sir Adrian acquired MH434 
in 1968 and kept it until 1983, when 
it was sold to the Old Flying 
Machine Company. He also owned 
Dragon Rapide G-AKIF.  BEN DUNNELL
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�*�i�Ì�i�����Þ�˜�Ã�i�Þ���>�Ì���Ì�…�i���V�œ�˜�Ì�À�œ�•�Ã��
�>�˜�`���>�À�À�ˆ�Û�ˆ�˜�}���>�Ì���	�ˆ�}�}�ˆ�˜���•�>�Ì�i�À��
�Ì�…�>�Ì���`�>�Þ�°���-�ˆ�˜�V�i���Ì�…�i�˜���ˆ�Ì���…�>�Ã��
�L�i�i�˜���œ�«�i�À�>�Ì�i�`���L�Þ���Ì�…�i���	�ˆ�}�}�ˆ�˜��
���ˆ�•�•�����i�À�ˆ�Ì�>�}�i�����>�˜�}�>�À���œ�˜��
�«�>�Ã�Ã�i�˜�}�i�À���y���ˆ�}�…�Ì�Ã�°

�&�Q�P���5�K�I�Q�W�T�P�C�[���I�G�V�V�K�P�I���V�J�G���R�T�Q�V�Q�V�[�R�G���5�R�K�V�‚���T�G���8�+�+�+���6�T�C�K�P�G�T����
�/�6���������)���#�+�&�0�����K�P�V�Q���V�J�G���C�K�T���C�V���$�K�I�I�K�P���*�K�N�N���H�Q�T���K�V�U���‚���T�U�V���R�W�D�N�K�E���F�K�U�R�N�C�[��
�C�R�R�G�C�T�C�P�E�G���K�P���V�J�G���7�-���H�Q�T���O�Q�T�G���V�J�C�P���������[�G�C�T�U����PAUL JOHNSON

�&�C�P���)�T�K�H�‚���V�J���ƒ���[�K�P�I���V�J�G���P�G�Y�N�[��
�E�Q�O�R�N�G�V�G�F���5�R�K�V�‚���T�G���:�8�+����
�6�$�����������C�V���$�K�I�I�K�P���*�K�N�N���Q�P��������
�#�W�I�W�U�V����PAUL JOHNSON



10  www.aeroplanemonthly.com  AEROPLANE OCTOBER 2018

News  October 2018  

T
he world’s only Curtiss 
���œ�`�i�•�������y���Þ�ˆ�˜�}���L�œ�>�Ì��
�y���i�Ü���>�}�>�ˆ�˜���>�Ì�����œ�Ã�i�Ã��
���>�Ž�i�]���7�>�Ã�…�ˆ�˜�}�Ì�œ�˜���œ�˜��

�Ó�£���‚�Õ�}�Õ�Ã�Ì�]���v�œ�•�•�œ�Ü�ˆ�˜�}���>��
�Ì�Ü�œ�‡�Þ�i�>�À���À�i�Ã�Ì�œ�À�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜���L�Þ��
�
�i�˜�Ì�Õ�À�Þ���‚�Û�ˆ�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜���>�Ì���*�>�˜�}�L�œ�À�˜��
���i�“�œ�À�ˆ�>�•���‚�ˆ�À�«�œ�À�Ì���ˆ�˜���
�>�Ã�Ì��
�7�i�˜�>�Ì�V�…�i�i�]���7�>�Ã�…�ˆ�˜�}�Ì�œ�˜�°

���œ�À�i���Ì�…�>�˜���£�x�ä�����œ�`�i�•�����Ã��
�Ü�i�À�i���L�Õ�ˆ�•�Ì���L�Þ���
�Õ�À�Ì�ˆ�Ã�Ã���>�Ì��
���>�“�“�œ�˜�`�Ã�«�œ�À�Ì�]��� �i�Ü���9�œ�À�Ž�]���>�˜�`��
�Ì�…�i���Ì�Þ�«�i���Ü�>�Ã���Ì�…�œ�Õ�}�…�Ì���Ì�œ���L�i��
�i�Ý�Ì�ˆ�˜�V�Ì���Õ�˜�Ì�ˆ�•���Ì�…�i���À�i�“�>�ˆ�˜�Ã���œ�v���V�É�˜��
�Ó�£�™���Ü�i�À�i���`�ˆ�Ã�V�œ�Û�i�À�i�`���ˆ�˜���Ì�…�i��
�À�>�v�Ì�i�À�Ã���œ�v���>���L�Õ�ˆ�•�`�ˆ�˜�}���ˆ�˜��� �i�Ü��
���>�Û�i�˜�]���
�œ�˜�˜�i�V�Ì�ˆ�V�Õ�Ì�°���/�…�i���«�>�À�Ì�Ã��
�p���Ü�…�ˆ�V�…���ˆ�˜�V�•�Õ�`�i�`���>�•�•���Ì�…�i���Ì�>�ˆ�•��
�Ã�Õ�À�v�>�V�i�Ã�]���œ�˜�i���>�ˆ�•�i�À�œ�˜�]���Ì�…�i���Ü�ˆ�˜�}��
�Ã�Ì�À�Õ�Ì�Ã�]���Ì�…�i���Ü�…�œ�•�i���œ�v���Ì�…�i���y���ˆ�}�…�Ì��
�V�œ�˜�Ì�À�œ�•���Ã�Þ�Ã�Ì�i�“�]���>�˜�`���Ì�…�i���œ�À�ˆ�}�ˆ�˜�>�•��
�
�Õ�À�Ì�ˆ�Ã�Ã���‚�i�À�œ�«�•�>�˜�i���
�œ�“�«�>�˜�Þ������
�	�œ�>�Ì���`�>�Ì�>���«�•�>�Ì�i���p���Ü�i�À�i��
�>�V�µ�Õ�ˆ�À�i�`���L�Þ���Ì�…�i���
�œ�•�•�ˆ�˜�}�Ã��
���œ�Õ�˜�`�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜���v�À�œ�“���-�Ì�œ�Ü�]��
���>�Ã�Ã�>�V�…�Õ�Ã�i�Ì�Ì�Ã���>�˜�`���7�ˆ�•�•�ˆ�>�“��
� �Õ�Ì�Ì���œ�v�����i�Þ�����>�À�}�œ�]�����•�œ�À�ˆ�`�>��
�`�Õ�À�ˆ�˜�}���Ó�ä�£�È�]���>�˜�`���Ì�…�i���À�i�L�Õ�ˆ�•�`��
�L�i�}�>�˜���ˆ�˜���-�i�«�Ì�i�“�L�i�À���Ó�ä�£�È�°��
�
�Õ�À�Ì�ˆ�Ã�Ã���v�>�V�Ì�œ�À�Þ���`�À�>�Ü�ˆ�˜�}�Ã���>�˜�`��
�…�Õ�•�•���«�•�>�˜�Ã���Ü�i�À�i���>�V�µ�Õ�ˆ�À�i�`���L�i�v�œ�À�i��
�V�œ�˜�Ã�Ì�À�Õ�V�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜���œ�v���>���˜�i�Ü���…�Õ�•�•��
�L�i�}�>�˜�]���Ì�…�i���Ã�Ì�À�Õ�V�Ì�Õ�À�i���L�i�ˆ�˜�}���œ�v��
�Ã�«�À�Õ�V�i���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…���>���V�œ�Û�i�À�ˆ�˜�}���œ�v���Ì�…�ˆ�V�Ž��
�‚�v�À�ˆ�V�>�˜���“�>�…�œ�}�>�˜�Þ���«�•�>�˜�Ž�ˆ�˜�}�]��
�Ü�…�ˆ�V�…���ˆ�Ã���Ã�V�À�i�Ü�i�`���œ�˜�°���‚���
�Õ�À�Ì�ˆ�Ã�Ã��
�"�8�‡�x���6�n���i�˜�}�ˆ�˜�i�]���>�Ã���œ�À�ˆ�}�ˆ�˜�>�•�•�Þ��

�1�˜�ˆ�µ�Õ�i���
�Õ�À�Ì�ˆ�Ã�Ã�������Ã�Õ�À�Û�ˆ�Û�œ�À���V�œ�“�«�•�i�Ì�i�`

�w���Ì�Ì�i�`���Ì�œ���Ì�…�i�����œ�`�i�•�����]���Ü�>�Ã��
�>�V�µ�Õ�ˆ�À�i�`���>�˜�`���œ�Û�i�À�…�>�Õ�•�i�`���L�Þ��
�
�i�˜�Ì�Õ�À�Þ���‚�Û�ˆ�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜�°

�/�…�i���“�>�ˆ�`�i�˜���y���ˆ�}�…�Ì���Ã�>�Ü���Ì�…�i��
�
�Õ�À�Ì�ˆ�Ã�Ã���y���Þ���>�Ì���>�L�œ�Õ�Ì���x�ä�v�Ì���œ�Û�i�À��

�Ì�…�i���Ü�>�Ì�i�À���v�œ�À���>�L�œ�Õ�Ì���>���µ�Õ�>�À�Ì�i�À���œ�v��
�>���“�ˆ�•�i���L�i�v�œ�À�i���•�>�˜�`�ˆ�˜�}�°���/�Ü�œ��
�“�œ�À�i���Ì�i�Ã�Ì���…�œ�«�Ã���Ü�i�À�i���“�>�`�i��
�L�i�v�œ�À�i���ˆ�Ì���Ü�>�Ã���À�i�“�œ�Û�i�`���v�À�œ�“���Ì�…�i��
�•�>�Ž�i�°���/�…�i�����œ�`�i�•�������Ü�ˆ�•�•���L�i���œ�˜��

�`�ˆ�Ã�«�•�>�Þ���>�Ì���Ì�…�i�����•�i�˜�˜���
�Õ�À�Ì�ˆ�Ã�Ã��
�‚�Û�ˆ�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜�����Õ�Ã�i�Õ�“���ˆ�˜��
���>�“�“�œ�˜�`�Ã�«�œ�À�Ì���Õ�˜�Ì�ˆ�•���•�>�Ì�i��
�-�i�«�Ì�i�“�L�i�À�°���‚�v�Ì�i�À���>�«�«�i�>�À�ˆ�˜�}���>�Ì��
�Ì�…�i���"�V�i�>�˜���,�i�i�v���
�•�Õ�L���6�ˆ�˜�Ì�>�}�i��
�7�i�i�Ž�i�˜�`���>�Ì�����i�Þ�����>�À�}�œ���v�À�œ�“���Ó�™��
� �œ�Û�i�“�L�i�À�‡�Ó�����i�V�i�“�L�i�À���ˆ�Ì���Ü�ˆ�•�•��
�L�i���Ì�À�>�˜�Ã�«�œ�À�Ì�i�`���Ì�œ���Ì�…�i���
�œ�•�•�ˆ�˜�}�Ã��
���œ�Õ�˜�`�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜�½�Ã���˜�i�Ü���‚�“�i�À�ˆ�V�>�˜��
���i�À�ˆ�Ì�>�}�i�����Õ�Ã�i�Õ�“���>�Ì���-�Ì�œ�Ü��
�Ü�…�i�À�i���ˆ�Ì���Ü�ˆ�•�•���}�œ���œ�˜���`�ˆ�Ã�«�•�>�Þ�°��

The delicate-looking Curtiss F Boat, c/n 
���������
�0���������%�������ƒ���[�K�P�I���N�Q�Y���Q�X�G�T���/�Q�U�G�U��
Lake on 21 August. VIA HUNTER CHANEY

�/�…�i���“�>�ˆ�`�i�˜���y���ˆ�}�…�Ì���Ã�>�Ü���Ì�…�i���
�Õ�À�Ì�ˆ�Ã�Ã���y���Þ���>�Ì���>�L�œ�Õ�Ì��
�x�ä�v�Ì���œ�Û�i�À���Ì�…�i���Ü�>�Ì�i�À���v�œ�À���>�L�œ�Õ�Ì���>���µ�Õ�>�À�Ì�i�À���œ�v���>���“�ˆ�•�i��
�L�i�v�œ�À�i���•�>�˜�`�ˆ�˜�}

SPEED SIX JOINS
SHUTTLEWORTH 
SHOW ROSTER
Miles Hawk Speed Six 
G-ADGP made its 
debut appearance under 
Shuttleworth Collection ownership 
during Old Warden’s Family Airshow 
on 5 August, following its acquisition 
from Roger Mills by the Shuttleworth Trust in April. The 
�£�™�Î�x�‡�L�Õ�ˆ�•�Ì���À�>�V�i�À���Ü�>�Ã���y���œ�Ü�˜���L�Þ���-�…�Õ�Ì�Ì�•�i�Ü�œ�À�Ì�…�½�Ã���V�…�ˆ�i�v���«�ˆ�•�œ�Ì�]��
‘Dodge’ Bailey, in formation with Percival Mew Gull G-AEXF, 
which had the collection’s chief engineer Jean-Michel Munn 
at the helm.

Another recent arrival at the Bedfordshire aerodrome is 
Roy Palmer’s Royal Aircraft Factory SE5a reproduction, 
‘C1096’/G-ERFC, which had been assembled by mid-
August. It is hoped that the Hispano Suiza-powered 
machine will be displayed alongside Shuttleworth’s Wolseley 
Viper-engined original SE5a, F904/G-EBIA, in the air during 
the 2019 season.

�4�G�W�P�K�V�G�F���H�Q�T���V�J�G���‚���T�U�V��
�V�K�O�G���W�P�F�G�T���5�J�W�V�V�N�G�Y�Q�T�V�J��

�6�T�W�U�V���Q�Y�P�G�T�U�J�K�R�����/�K�N�G�U��
�*�C�Y�M���5�R�G�G�F���5�K�Z���)���#�&�)�2��

�C�P�F���2�G�T�E�K�X�C�N���/�G�Y���)�W�N�N��
�)���#�'�:�(���K�P���H�Q�T�O�C�V�K�Q�P���C�V��

Old Warden on 5 August. 
MIKE SHREEVE
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O
ne of the highlights 
of the Experimental 
Aircraft 
Association’s 

AirVenture show at Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin on 22-28 July was 
�Ì�…�i���w�À�Ã�Ì���>�«�«�i�>�À�>�˜�V�i���œ�v���Ì�…�i��
prototype North American 
� �‚�‡�È�{���9�>�•�i���Ã�ˆ�˜�V�i���ˆ�Ì���y�i�Ü���ˆ�˜�����Õ�˜�i��
2017 following restoration by 
owner Mark Cyrier and his 
team in Fort Worth, Texas. The 
historic machine wears the 
experimental registration 
� �8�£�Î�Î�™�Ç���œ�˜���Ì�…�i���w�˜�]���>�˜�`���¼� �‚�‚��
64 P2 No 1’ on the rudder, just 
as it did on 12 February 1940 
when it made its maiden test 
�y�ˆ�}�…�Ì���>�Ì�����˜�}�•�i�Ü�œ�œ�`�]���
�>�•�ˆ�v�œ�À�˜�ˆ�>�°��
���Ì���Ü�i�˜�Ì���œ�˜���Ì�œ���Ã�i�À�Û�i���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…��� �œ���£�Ó��
Communications Squadron, 
Royal Canadian Air Force at 
Rockcliffe, Ontario during the 
war, before being sold off as 
surplus in September 1946.

The NA-64 was a 
�`�i�Û�i�•�œ�«�“�i�˜�Ì���œ�v���Ì�…�i��� �‚�‡�x�Ç��
�Ì�À�>�ˆ�˜�i�À�]���>���7�À�ˆ�}�…�Ì���,�‡�™�Ç�x�‡
powered machine with 
�v�>�L�À�ˆ�V�‡�V�œ�Û�i�À�i�`���v�Õ�Ã�i�•�>�}�i�]���Ó�Î�ä���œ�v��
which were ordered for the 
French Armée de l’Air in 
February 1939. Eight months 
later, as part of a hurried 
re-equipment programme, 
France ordered 200 examples 
of the NA-64, a type whose 
�ˆ�“�«�À�œ�Û�i�“�i�˜�Ì�Ã���œ�Û�i�À���Ì�…�i��� �‚�‡�x�Ç��
included an all-metal fuselage, 
and redesigned wings and 
�i�“�«�i�˜�˜�>�}�i�Æ���Ì�…�i���,�‡�™�Ç�x���i�˜�}�ˆ�˜�i��
�Ü�>�Ã���À�i�Ì�>�ˆ�˜�i�`�°�����˜�����>�À�V�…���£�™�{�ä��
— a month after the maiden 
�y�ˆ�}�…�Ì���œ�v��� �8�£�Î�Î�™�Ç���p���>���v�Õ�À�Ì�…�i�À��
order for 30 aircraft was 
�À�i�V�i�ˆ�Û�i�`���v�À�œ�“���Ì�…�i�����À�i�˜�V�…���˜�>�Û�>�•��
air arm, the Aéronautique 

� �>�Û�>�•�i�]���L�Õ�Ì���œ�˜�•�Þ���£�£�£���œ�v���Ì�…�i��
230 examples destined for 
���À�>�˜�V�i���>�V�Ì�Õ�>�•�•�Þ���>�À�À�ˆ�Û�i�`���Ì�…�i�À�i�]��
about 100 of these 
subsequently being pressed 
�ˆ�˜�Ì�œ���Ã�i�À�Û�ˆ�V�i���L�Þ���Ì�…�i�����Õ�v�Ì�Ü�>�v�v�i�� 
as trainers.

A total of 119 aircraft out of 
�Ì�…�i�����À�i�˜�V�…���œ�À�`�i�À���Ü�i�À�i���`�ˆ�Û�i�À�Ì�i�`��
�Ì�œ���Ì�…�i���,�
�‚���]���L�i�ˆ�˜�}���`�i�•�ˆ�Û�i�À�i�`��
during August-September 
�£�™�{�ä���>�Ã���9�>�•�i�����Ž���Ã�°���/�…�i���“�>�•�œ�À�ˆ�Ì�Þ��
of the Yales went to No 1 
�-�i�À�Û�ˆ�V�i�����•�Þ�ˆ�˜�}���/�À�>�ˆ�˜�ˆ�˜�}���-�V�…�œ�œ�•��
stationed at Camp Borden, 
�Ã�i�À�Û�ˆ�˜�}���>�Ã���>�`�Û�>�˜�V�i�`���Ì�À�>�ˆ�˜�i�À�Ã��
until the North American 
���>�À�Û�>�À�`���L�i�V�>�“�i���>�Û�>�ˆ�•�>�L�•�i���ˆ�˜��
greater numbers. After that the 
�9�>�•�i�Ã���Ü�i�À�i���V�œ�˜�Û�i�À�Ì�i�`���ˆ�˜�Ì�œ��
wireless trainers, the rear 
cockpit being stripped out for 
the installation of radio 
�i�µ�Õ�ˆ�«�“�i�˜�Ì�°�����Ì���ˆ�Ã���Ã�>�ˆ�`���Ì�…�>�Ì�]���`�Õ�i��
to the extra weight in the back, 
�Ì�…�i�Ã�i���>�ˆ�À�V�À�>�v�Ì���y�i�Ü���ˆ�˜���>���˜�œ�Ã�i�‡
high attitude, which could lead 
�Ì�œ���i�˜�}�ˆ�˜�i���œ�Û�i�À�…�i�>�Ì�ˆ�˜�}�°

Prototype Yale emerges at Oshkosh
���˜���-�i�«�Ì�i�“�L�i�À���£�™�{�È���,�
�‚����

3464/NX13397 was struck off 
�V�…�>�À�}�i���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…���£�]�x�Ç�ä���…�œ�Õ�À�Ã���ˆ�˜���Ì�…�i��
logbook, and became one of 
36 Yales acquired by eccentric 
collector Ernie Simmonds, who 
trucked it to his farm at 
�/�ˆ�•�•�Ã�œ�˜�L�Õ�À�}�]���"�˜�Ì�>�À�ˆ�œ�°�����Ì��
remained there, in external 
�Ã�Ì�œ�À�>�}�i���>�•�œ�˜�}���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…���Ã�i�Û�i�˜��
���>�ˆ�À�i�Þ���-�Ü�œ�À�`�w�Ã�…���>�˜�`���“�>�˜�Þ��
antique cars, trucks and farm 
equipment, until the collection 
was auctioned off in 
September 1970. Acquired by 
�Ü�i�•�•�‡�Ž�˜�œ�Ü�˜���	�‡�Ó�x�É�	�‡�£�Ç���À�i�Ã�Ì�œ�À�i�À��
�/�œ�“���,�i�ˆ�•�•�Þ���ˆ�˜���£�™�Ç�x�]���,�
�‚�����Î�{�È�{��
passed through the hands of 
�Ã�i�Û�i�À�>�•���“�œ�À�i���œ�Ü�˜�i�À�Ã���L�i�v�œ�À�i��
being purchased by Mark 
�
�Þ�À�ˆ�i�À���ˆ�˜�����Õ�˜�i���Ó�ä�£�x���v�À�œ�“���>�˜��
owner in Del Rio, Texas. 
Following a 380-mile road trip 
to Fort Worth, a restoration 
effort soon began, the Yale 
�y�Þ�ˆ�˜�}���>�}�>�ˆ�˜���Ì�Ü�œ���Þ�i�>�À�Ã���•�>�Ì�i�À�°

Among the prizewinners at 
Oshkosh was Bruce Eames of 

Houston, Texas, who picked up 
�Ì�…�i���7�œ�À�•�`���7�>�À�����������À�>�˜�`��
�
�…�>�“�«�ˆ�œ�˜���/�À�œ�«�…�Þ���v�œ�À���*�‡�x�£�
��
���Õ�Ã�Ì�>�˜�}��� �È�x�x�x�	�]���Ü�…�ˆ�V�…���w�À�Ã�Ì��
�y�i�Ü���œ�˜���£�Ç���"�V�Ì�œ�L�i�À���Ó�ä�£�Ç���>�˜�`���ˆ�Ã��
�«�>�ˆ�˜�Ì�i�`���>�Ã���{�Ó�‡�£�ä�Î�x�n�x��Lope’s 
Hope (see News, Aeroplane 
���i�V�i�“�L�i�À���Ó�ä�£�Ç�®�°���7�œ�À�•�`���7�>�À��������
�,�i�Ã�i�À�Û�i�����À�>�˜�`���
�…�>�“�«�ˆ�œ�˜���Ü�i�˜�Ì��
to Michael Potter for his 
���>�Ì�ˆ�˜�i�>�Õ�]���+�Õ�j�L�i�V�‡�L�>�Ã�i�`��
�-�«�ˆ�Ì�w�À�i�����8�]���/�
�Ó�™�{�É�
�‡���9�+�+�]��
with another British aeroplane, 
the ex-Air Atlantique Classic 
���•�ˆ�}�…�Ì�����i�Ì�i�œ�À���/�Ç���7�‚�x�™�£�É
� �8�Î�£�Î�+���p���˜�œ�Ü���œ�«�i�À�>�Ì�i�`���L�Þ��
the Detroit-based World 
Heritage Air Museum — taking 
the Judges’ Choice, Classic Jet 
award. The Best Bomber 
�/�À�œ�«�…�Þ���Ü�i�˜�Ì���Ì�œ���Ì�…�i�����À�i�>�Ì�i�Ã�Ì��
���i�˜�i�À�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜���‚�ˆ�À�����Õ�Ã�i�Õ�“�½�Ã��
Douglas B-26K Counter 
���˜�Û�>�`�i�À���È�{�‡�£�Ç�È�Ç�™�É� �{�™�n�n� ��
Special Kay�]���“�>�Ž�ˆ�˜�}���ˆ�Ì�Ã���w�À�Ã�Ì��
Oshkosh appearance after 
�y�Þ�ˆ�˜�}���Õ�«���v�À�œ�“�����i�>�V�…�>�“�����ˆ�i�•�`�]��
Fort Worth.

The prototype NA-64 Yale on the trainer line at Oshkosh.  
NIGEL HITCHMAN

A low-slung countenance from the Best Bomber 
award-winner, B-26K Counter Invader 64-17679/

N4988N Special Kay. NIGEL HITCHMAN
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MOSQUITO IN THE SUN AT EAST KIRKBY
At the Lincolnshire Aviation Heritage Centre at East Kirkby on 30 July, Tony Agar’s de 
Havilland Mosquito NFII, HJ711, was rolled out alongside Avro Lancaster VII NX611 
Just Jane���v�œ�À���Ì�…�i���w���À�Ã�Ì���Ì�ˆ�“�i���Ã�ˆ�˜�V�i���Ì�…�i���˜�ˆ�}�…�Ì���w���}�…�Ì�i�À���Ü�>�Ã���“�œ�Û�i�`���Ì�œ���Ì�…�i���v�œ�À�“�i�À���L�œ�“�L�i�À��
�L�>�Ã�i���v�À�œ�“���Ì�…�i���9�œ�À�Ž�Ã�…�ˆ�À�i���
�ˆ�À�����Õ�Ã�i�Õ�“���>�Ì���
�•�Û�ˆ�˜�}�Ì�œ�˜���ˆ�˜�����Õ�•�Þ���Ó�ä�£�Ç�°���"�˜���{���
�Õ�}�Õ�Ã�Ì���Ì�…�i���«�>�ˆ�À��
�Ü�i�À�i���«�Õ�Ì���œ�˜���Ã�Ì�>�Ì�ˆ�V���`�ˆ�Ã�«�•�>�Þ���Ì�œ�}�i�Ì�…�i�À���>�v�Ì�i�À���Ì�…�i���y���Þ�ˆ�˜�}���«�À�œ�}�À�>�“�“�i���>�Ì���Ì�…�i���
�>�Ã�Ì�����ˆ�À�Ž�L�Þ��
�
�ˆ�À�Ã�…�œ�Ü�°���/�œ�˜�Þ���>�˜�`���…�ˆ�Ã���Ì�i�>�“���…�>�Û�i���Ã�«�i�˜�Ì���Ì�…�i���«�>�Ã�Ì���Þ�i�>�À���>�Ã�Ã�i�“�L�•�ˆ�˜�}���>�˜�`���V�œ�˜�Ì�ˆ�˜�Õ�ˆ�˜�}��
�À�i�Ã�Ì�œ�À�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜���Ü�œ�À�Ž���œ�˜���Ì�…�i���¼���œ�Ã�Ã�ˆ�i�½�]���Ü�…�ˆ�V�…���Ã�…�œ�Õ�•�`���L�i���i�˜�}�ˆ�˜�i�‡�À�Õ�˜�˜�ˆ�˜�}���`�Õ�À�ˆ�˜�}���Ó�ä�£�™�°

The only place in the UK where a Lancaster 
and Mosquito can be seen together outside: 
HJ711 and NX611 share the apron at East 
Kirkby on 30 July. DARREN HARBAR

BENTWATERS MUSEUM GETS T-33
�/�…�i���	�i�˜�Ì�Ü�>�Ì�i�À�Ã���
�œ�•�`���7�>�À�����Õ�Ã�i�Õ�“���…�>�Ã���À�i�V�i�ˆ�Û�i�`�����œ�V�Ž�…�i�i�`��
�/�‡�Î�Î�
���x�£�‡�™�Ó�x�Ó���v�À�œ�“���Ì�…�i���/�>�˜�}�“�i�À�i�����ˆ�•�ˆ�Ì�>�À�Þ���
�Û�ˆ�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜��
���Õ�Ã�i�Õ�“�°���/�…�i���-�…�œ�œ�Ì�ˆ�˜�}���-�Ì�>�À���À�i�«�À�i�Ã�i�˜�Ì�Ã���>�˜���ˆ�“�«�œ�À�Ì�>�˜�Ì��
�>�`�`�ˆ�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜���Ì�œ���Ì�…�i���-�Õ�v�v�œ�•�Ž���“�Õ�Ã�i�Õ�“�]���ˆ�˜�V�À�i�>�Ã�ˆ�˜�}���ˆ�Ì�Ã���V�œ�•�•�i�V�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜���œ�v��
�Ì�Þ�«�i�Ã���Ì�…�>�Ì���y���i�Ü���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…���Ì�…�i���1�-���
�ˆ�À�����œ�À�V�i���v�À�œ�“���Ì�…�i���	�i�˜�Ì�Ü�>�Ì�i�À�Ã��
and Woodbridge ‘twin bases’ to two, the other being 
���>�ˆ�À�V�…�ˆ�•�`���
�‡�£�ä�
���/�…�Õ�˜�`�i�À�L�œ�•�Ì���������n�ä�‡�ä�Ó�£�™���Ü�…�ˆ�V�…���Ü�>�Ã���À�i�V�i�ˆ�Û�i�`��
�ˆ�˜���Ó�ä�£�È�°

�
�œ�˜�Ã�Ì�À�Õ�V�Ì�i�`���>�Ì���	�Õ�À�L�>�˜�Ž�]���
�>�•�ˆ�v�œ�À�˜�ˆ�>���ˆ�˜���£�™�x�£�]���Ì�…�ˆ�Ã���/�‡�Î�Î��
�Ã�i�À�Û�i�`���w���À�Ã�Ì�•�Þ���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…���Ì�…�i���1�-�
�����>�˜�`���Ì�…�i�˜���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…�����À�œ�Õ�«�i�“�i�˜�Ì��
�
�V�œ�•�i���Î�£�{���œ�v�����À�>�˜�V�i�½�Ã���
�À�“�j�i���`�i���•�½�
�ˆ�À���>�Ì���/�œ�Õ�À�Ã�]���V�œ�`�i�`���Î�£�{�‡�1�9�°��
�-�Ì�œ�À�i�`���>�Ì���,�
�����-�V�Õ�•�Ì�…�œ�À�«�i���>�˜�`���Ì�…�i�˜���•�œ�>�˜�i�`���L�Þ���Ì�…�i���1�-�
�����Ì�œ��
�/�>�˜�}�“�i�À�i���ˆ�˜���£�™�™�ä�]���Ì�…�i���>�ˆ�À�v�À�>�“�i���>�À�À�ˆ�Û�i�`���>�Ì���	�i�˜�Ì�Ü�>�Ì�i�À�Ã���œ�˜��
�£�£�����Õ�•�Þ���Ì�…�ˆ�Ã���Þ�i�>�À���>�˜�`���Ü�>�Ã���À�i�>�Ã�Ã�i�“�L�•�i�`���Ì�…�i���v�œ�•�•�œ�Ü�ˆ�˜�}���`�>�Þ�°���
��
�v�Õ�•�•���À�i�Ã�Ì�œ�À�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜���Ü�ˆ�•�•���L�i���V�>�À�À�ˆ�i�`���œ�Õ�Ì���œ�Û�i�À���Ì�ˆ�“�i�°���/�…�i���V�œ�•�œ�Õ�À��
�Ã�V�…�i�“�i���>�«�«�•�ˆ�i�`���Ü�ˆ�•�•���À�i�y���i�V�Ì���Ì�…�>�Ì���œ�v���Ì�…�i���n�£�Ã�Ì���/�>�V�Ì�ˆ�V�>�•�����ˆ�}�…�Ì�i�À��
�7�ˆ�˜�}���ˆ�˜���Ì�…�i���i�>�À�•�Þ���£�™�È�ä�Ã�]���Ü�…�i�˜���Ì�…�i���Õ�˜�ˆ�Ì���œ�«�i�À�>�Ì�i�`���/�‡�Î�Î�Ã���v�À�œ�“��
�	�i�˜�Ì�Ü�>�Ì�i�À�Ã���>�Ã���Ã�i�V�œ�˜�`�‡�•�ˆ�˜�i���Ã�Õ�«�«�œ�À�Ì���>�ˆ�À�V�À�>�v�Ì���>�•�œ�˜�}�Ã�ˆ�`�i���ˆ�Ì�Ã��
�v�À�œ�˜�Ì�‡�•�ˆ�˜�i�����V���œ�˜�˜�i�•�•�����‡�£�ä�£���6�œ�œ�`�œ�œ�Ã�°

The latest exquisite 
creation from aircraft 
constructor and 
display pilot Mikael 
Carlson was rolled 
out of his workshop 
in western Sweden in 
mid-August, in the 
shape of a Pfalz 
D.VIII reproduction. 
Mikael says, “This 
�«�À�œ�•�i�V�Ì���Ã�Ì�>�À�Ì�i�`���w���Û�i��
years ago when I got 
full access to the 
remains of the only remaining 
Pfalz D.VIII in the world. The 
Berlin Technical Museum 
[Deutsches Technikmuseum 
�	�i�À�•�ˆ�˜�R���}�>�Û�i���“�i���v�Õ�•�•���>�V�V�i�Ã�Ã���Ì�œ��
measure all the parts they 
�…�>�Û�i�]���>�˜�`���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…���>���•�œ�Ì���“�œ�À�i��
digging I acquired all the 
information to make this 
project possible.

“It is a 100 per cent correct 
reproduction using an original 
rotary Siemens-Halske SH III 
�i�˜�}�ˆ�˜�i�°�������L�i�•�ˆ�i�Û�i���Ì�…�>�Ì���Ì�…�ˆ�Ã���Ì�Þ�«�i��
of engine has not run since 
1925, when Finland made a 
prototype aircraft, the IVL 
�
�°�6���°�Ó�x�]���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…���Ì�…�i���-�����������°�������…�>�Û�i��
to test-run the engine and I 
�…�œ�«�i���Ì�œ���y���Þ���ˆ�Ì���ˆ�˜���i�>�À�•�Þ���Ã�«�À�ˆ�˜�}��
2019. I hope that I will be able 
�Ì�œ���`�œ���V�œ�“�«�>�À�ˆ�Ã�œ�˜���y���ˆ�}�…�Ì�Ã��

between my Fokker DrI, 
Fokker D.VII and the Pfalz 
D.VIII next summer.”

Although only about 40 
examples of the Pfalz D.VIII 
were built during 1918, they 
�`�ˆ�`���Ã�i�i���Ã�i�À�Û�ˆ�V�i���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…�����>�Ã�Ì�>���Ó��
�­���>�Ã�Ì�>���	�œ�i�•�V�Ž�i�®�°�����ˆ�Ž�>�i�•���…�>�Ã��
�w���˜�ˆ�Ã�…�i�`���…�ˆ�Ã���>�ˆ�À�V�À�>�v�Ì���ˆ�˜���Ì�…�i��
markings of Leutnant Paul 
�	�B�Õ�“�i�À�]���œ�v�����>�Ã�Ì�>���	�œ�i�•�V�Ž�i�]���Ü�…�œ��
�w���˜�ˆ�Ã�…�i�`���Ì�…�i���Ü�>�À���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…���>���Ì�œ�Ì�>�•���œ�v��
�{�Î���Û�ˆ�V�Ì�œ�À�ˆ�i�Ã�°

�
�>�À�•�Ã�œ�˜�½�Ã���*�v�>�•�â���w���˜�ˆ�Ã�…�i�`T-33A 51-9252 fully assembled 
following its arrival at the 
Bentwaters Cold War
Museum. GRAHAM HAYNES

Mikael Carlson’s beautiful Pfalz 
D.VIII reproduction following roll-
out. The four-bladed propeller 
and 160hp Siemens-Halske SH III 
engine powered the machine to 
a maximum speed of 118mph, 
with an excellent rate of climb. 
MIKAEL CARLSON
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Soplata 
collection 
for sale

T
he remaining contents 
of the famous Soplata 
yard at Newbury, east 
of Cleveland, Ohio, 

are to be sold off, bringing the 
71-year history of this 
aeronautical treasure-trove to a 
close. Among the aircraft to be 
sold is Douglas XBT2D-1 BuNo 
09103, one of the 25 prototype 
and service trials aircraft 
accepted by the US Navy 
between June 1945 and May 
1948 as part of what became 
the AD Skyraider programme. 

Then there is the unique 
fuselage of the stainless steel 
Fleetwings XBT-12, 39-0719, 
the prototype of the BT-12 
Sophomore basic trainer, 24 of 
which were built by Fleetwings 
at Bristol, Pennsylvania during 
1942-43 for the US Army Air 
Forces. The type was soon 
passed over in favour of the 
Vultee BT-13, and no 
production BT-12s survive. 
Bombers include the fuselage 
of Convair YB-36 42-13571, the 
�w���À�Ã�Ì���«�À�œ�Ì�œ�Ì�Þ�«�i���	�‡�Î�È���Ì�œ���L�i���w���Ì�Ì�i�`��

Walter Soplata, the penniless 
son of Czech immigrants, grew 
up during the Great 
Depression and developed a 
fascination with aircraft. 
���ˆ�Ã�µ�Õ�>�•�ˆ�w���i�`���v�À�œ�“���“�ˆ�•�ˆ�Ì�>�À�Þ��
service during the war due to a 
stammer, post-war he took a 
job in a scrapyard at 
Cleveland, Ohio, and soon 
became aware that many 
aircraft types faced extinction. 
���ˆ�Ã���w���À�Ã�Ì���>�V�µ�Õ�ˆ�Ã�ˆ�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜���ˆ�˜���£�™�{�Ç���Ü�>�Ã��
a late-1920s American Eagle 
biplane, and during the early 
1950s he moved onto heavier 
metal, acquiring a Goodyear 
FG-1D Corsair, a Vought F2G 
Corsair, a prototype North 
American XP-82 Twin Mustang, 
and an F-82E Twin Mustang. 

with the bubble canopy used 
on production examples, and 
the nose of a former No 55 
Squadron Handley Page Victor 
K2, XL191, written off in a 
heavy landing at Hamilton 
International Airport, Ontario 
on 19 June 1986. Vought 
F7U-3 Cutlass BuNo 129685, 
one of only seven survivors of 
this semi-tail-less, 1950s US 
� �>�Û�Þ���w���}�…�Ì�i�À�]���>�Ü�>�ˆ�Ì�Ã���>���˜�i�Ü��
home, as does the fuselage 
and tail of an anonymous 
Republic P-47D Thunderbolt.

Some aircraft were sold over 
the years: the F2G was 
�À�i�Ã�Ì�œ�À�i�`���Ì�œ���y���Þ���L�Þ���	�œ�L��
Odegaard at Kindred, North 
Dakota, and was tragically lost 
in an accident in September 
2012 that killed the popular 
restorer/airshow pilot. The 
XP-82 is approaching the end 
of a restoration to 
airworthiness with Tom Reilly at 
Douglas, Georgia, and a 
B-25J, Wild Cargo , once 
�œ�Ü�˜�i�`���L�Þ���-�œ�«�•�>�Ì�>���y���ˆ�i�Ã���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…��
Jerry Yagen’s Military Aviation 
Museum in Virginia Beach, 
Virginia. Walter Soplata died in 
November 2010 at the age of 
87, leaving an enduring legacy 
to the world of aircraft 
preservation.

ABOVE: Douglas XBT2D-1 BuNo 09103, one of the 25 prototype 
Skyraiders, is a long-term resident in the Soplata yard. JOHN BENNETT  
LEFT: The Soplata collection’s spectacular Chance Vought F7U-3 
Cutlass, BuNo 129685. Underpowered, the type was known as the 
‘Gutless Cutlass’ in US Navy service. JOHN BENNETT

PROTOTYPE F-111 UNVEILED
More than 53 years after it first flew, the second pre-production prototype General 
Dynamics F-111A, 63-9767, recently went on display at the Lake County Veterans 
Memorial at Waukegan National Airport, Illinois, following a three-year restoration by 
volunteers from Chapter 414 of the Experimental Aircraft Association. It was previously 
displayed at the now defunct Chanute Air Museum at Rantoul, Illinois. This F-111 first 
flew in February 1965 as one of a batch of 10 pre-production prototypes. It served as an 
engine/intake testbed until being retired to the Chanute Air Museum during 1969. As a 
veterans’ memorial exhibit, it has been finished in a generic USAF scheme.

It may not look like it, but this is the second pre-production prototype F-111A, 63-9767, now wearing a generic USAF scheme for display at the Lake County Veterans Memorial at Waukegan National Airport, Illinois. DAVE JOHNSTONE
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Hangar Talk Hangar
Comment

W
hile some of us 
were basking in 
the recent hot 
summer weather, 

there were others who found it, 
frankly, arduous. If you were 
among them, don’t despair 
— plenty of aeroplanes were 
struggling, too.

In extreme heat, high engine 
temperatures are an obvious 
factor. Among the most 
notorious for this are, of 
�V�œ�Õ�À�Ã�i�]���i�>�À�•�Þ�‡�“�>�À�Ž���-�«�ˆ�Ì�w���À�i�Ã�]��
with their single cooling 
radiator partially blanked by 
the undercarriage while on the 
ground. Even in more benign 
temperatures, operators 
normally work on just 90 
seconds from start-up until, in 
the immortal words of Michael 
�
�>�ˆ�˜�i���ˆ�˜���Ì�…�i���w���•�“��Battle of 
Britain, “We either stand down 
or blow up.”

You might notice, for 
�i�Ý�>�“�«�•�i�]���Ì�…�>�Ì���Ì�…�i���-�«�ˆ�Ì�w���À�i�����>�Ã��
no longer take part in the 
famous Duxford Flying 
Legends ‘Balbo’. The reason, 
as described by Balbo leader 
Pete Kynsey in our July 2016 
issue, is to avoid the risk of 
overheating as the formation 
lines up. At the end of some 
displays, you might notice 
certain warbirds departing the 
�>�ˆ�À�w���i�•�`���Ì�œ���V�À�Õ�ˆ�Ã�i���v�œ�À���w���Û�i���Ì�œ���£�ä��
minutes on a low throttle 

setting, so as to allow the 
engine temperatures to fall 
before then slowing into the 
�V�ˆ�À�V�Õ�ˆ�Ì�]���Ü�…�i�˜���V�œ�œ�•�ˆ�˜�}���>�ˆ�À�y���œ�Ü��
becomes reduced.

As well as engine 
temperatures, extreme heat 
has other effects. Air density 
reduces with temperature, 
which means both a reduction 
in engine power and in the 
amount of lift generated by the 
wings, something pilots — 
particularly of lower-powered 
types — have to take into 
account. During hard 

manoeuvring in the recent high 
temperatures, the pilots of the 
Bremont Great War Display 
�/�i�>�“���…�>�Û�i���L�i�i�˜���y���Þ�ˆ�˜�}���>�•�“�œ�Ã�Ì��
their entire show at full throttle, 
no doubt keeping a weather 
eye on rising oil temperatures 
and sinking oil pressure as the 
vital lubricant becomes ever 
thinner with heat.

Vintage airframes also 
change with the season, 
especially wooden structures. 
Wood tends to shrink as it 
loses moisture, while metal 

�w���Ì�Ì�ˆ�˜�}�Ã���Ã�Õ�V�…���>�Ã���L�À�>�V�ˆ�˜�}���Ü�ˆ�À�i�Ã��
and control cables tend to 
expand. In times past the 
Royal Flying Corps and later 
the RAF would allocate a 
rigger to each individual 
aircraft to ensure that its cables 
were correctly tensioned 
�>�…�i�>�`���œ�v���i�>�V�…���`�>�Þ�½�Ã���y���Þ�ˆ�˜�}���>�˜�`��
that the rigging remained true.

Today, vintage aircraft 
owners still need to monitor 
their structures accordingly, or 
the aircraft’s handling can 
become increasingly ‘soggy’. 
At least one World War One 

aeroplane was temporarily 
grounded this summer as, in 
the extreme heat, its bracing 
wires simply could not be fully 
tensioned, while another 
vintage type suffered 
(thankfully mild) aerodynamic 
�y���Õ�Ì�Ì�i�À���>�Ã���>���À�i�Ã�Õ�•�Ì���œ�v���>���•�œ�Ã�Ã���œ�v��
tension in its control cables, 
allowing the ailerons to begin 
�œ�Ã�V�ˆ�•�•�>�Ì�ˆ�˜�}���ˆ�˜���y���ˆ�}�…�Ì�°

Another area vintage aircraft 
operators need to monitor 
continuously is the condition of 
wooden propellers, which 

again can shrink with sustained 
heat, leading to them starting 
to come loose. A proper check 
for the lack of any play on the 
propeller hub and, if necessary, 
a retensioning of the mounting 
bolts assumes a particular 
importance in sustained high 
temperatures.

Many vintage light aircraft 
�>�À�i���w���Ì�Ì�i�`���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…���>���Ã�“�>�•�•���¼�Ã�Ž�Õ�•�•��
cap’ spinner on their wooden 
propellers, but it is not often 
realised that this is a useful 
tell-tale of propeller status. 
�7�…�i�˜���Ì�…�i���Ã�«�ˆ�˜�˜�i�À���ˆ�Ã���w���Ì�Ì�i�`�]���ˆ�Ì���ˆ�Ã��
just lightly pressing on the 
propeller, so it will feel loose if 
any shrinkage has occurred.

Checking this ‘early warning 
�Ã�Þ�Ã�Ì�i�“�½���>�Ã���«�>�À�Ì���œ�v���«�À�i�‡�y���ˆ�}�…�Ì��
checks can save lots of trouble 
and expense. I know of at least 
two owners who have made 
— thankfully successful — 
forced landings after their 
propellers began to vibrate 
�•�œ�œ�Ã�i���ˆ�˜���y���ˆ�}�…�Ì�°���/�…�i���w���À�Ã�Ì���i�ˆ�Ì�…�i�À��
knew of the problem was 
when they smelt burning, 
which both pilots had assumed 
�Ü�>�Ã���v�À�œ�“���Ã�“�œ�Ž�i���v�À�œ�“���L�œ�˜�w���À�i�Ã��
on the ground. In fact, the 
smell was from the scorching 
timber as the propeller 
mounting bolts fretted their 
holes into ovals, turning both 
propellers into high-cost 
�w���À�i�«�•�>�V�i���œ�À�˜�>�“�i�˜�Ì�Ã�t

STEVE SLATER

The heatwave takes hold at Sywell. This summer’s weather has often provided beautiful conditions in which to watch historic aeroplanes, but for 
some operators such high temperatures bring their own issues. BEN DUNNELL

Vintage airframes change with the season, 
especially wooden structures. Wood tends to 
�Ã�…�À�ˆ�˜�Ž���>�Ã���ˆ�Ì���•�œ�Ã�i�Ã���“�œ�ˆ�Ã�Ì�Õ�À�i�]���Ü�…�ˆ�•�i���“�i�Ì�>�•���w���Ì�Ì�ˆ�˜�}�Ã��
such as bracing wires tend to expand

�Q

Comment on historic aviation 
by the chief executive of the 
UK’s Light Aircraft Association 
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Flight LineFlight Line
Comment

N
o aircraft has 
completely achieved 
the aim of being ‘all 
things to all men’, 

but the English Electric 
Canberra has come closer than 
most. Equipping at one time or 
another some 40 RAF 
squadrons and exported to 14 
overseas air arms, perhaps the 
crowning achievement was its 
adoption by the US Air Force 
as the Martin B-57. This is not 
the place to retell the 
Canberra’s story or to relive its 
greatest moments. My quest 
here is to resolve an altogether 
smaller — and surely less 
�Ã�ˆ�}�˜�ˆ�w���V�>�˜�Ì���p���«�œ�ˆ�˜�Ì���œ�v���`�i�Ì�>�ˆ�•�°

The prototype Canberra, 
VN799, resplendent in an 
overall blue colour scheme, 
�“�>�`�i���ˆ�Ì�Ã���w���À�Ã�Ì���y���ˆ�}�…�Ì���v�À�œ�“���7�>�À�Ì�œ�˜��
on 13 May 1949. This, the ‘real’ 
VN799, crashed on 18 August 
1953 at Sutton Heath, near RAF 
�7�œ�œ�`�L�À�ˆ�`�}�i�]���v�œ�•�•�œ�Ü�ˆ�˜�}���i�˜�}�ˆ�˜�i��
failure. Since then there have 
been three further Canberras 
— all of them serving RAF 
aircraft — painted blue and 
marked up to represent VN799, 
with all signs of their true 
�ˆ�`�i�˜�Ì�ˆ�Ì�Þ���À�i�“�œ�Û�i�`�°���/�…�i���w���À�Ã�Ì���Ì�Ü�œ��
were No 231 Operational 
�
�œ�˜�Û�i�À�Ã�ˆ�œ�˜���1�˜�ˆ�Ì���/�{�Ã���7�/�{�Ç�n��
�>�˜�`���7���n�Ç�Ç�]���«�À�ˆ�“�>�À�Þ���>�˜�`���Ã�«�>�À�i��
aircraft respectively, repainted 
to take pride of place at RAF 
�7�Þ�Ì�œ�˜�½�Ã���V�i�•�i�L�À�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜�Ã���ˆ�˜�����>�Þ��
1989 to mark the 40th 
�>�˜�˜�ˆ�Û�i�À�Ã�>�À�Þ���œ�v���Ì�…�i���w���À�Ã�Ì���y���ˆ�}�…�Ì�°��
The third was another T4, No 

�Î�™���-�µ�Õ�>�`�À�œ�˜�½�Ã���7���n�Ç�{�]���Ì�…�>�Ì���Ü�>�Ã��
so marked in 1999, this time for 
the type’s 50th anniversary. The 
VN799 ‘lookalikes’ were 
reasonably convincing in 
themselves but, had they been 
seen together, the fact that 
they sported very different 
colours would have been 
obvious to the blindest of bats.

to establish the correct colour, 
was repainted during 1999 in 
an altogether darker blue/grey 
which is very close to PRU blue.

 My personal feeling is that 
�Ì�…�i���w���À�Ã�Ì�]���L�À�ˆ�}�…�Ì�i�À���L�•�Õ�i���Ü�>�Ã��
more accurate and closer to 
the description of VN799’s 
�¼�V�i�À�Õ�•�i�>�˜���L�•�Õ�i�½���w���˜�ˆ�Ã�…���ˆ�˜���Ì�…�i��
pages of a contemporary issue 
of Flight. It may also be 
relevant that English Electric 
was also in the business of 
building diesel locomotives for 
British Railways. Its most 
famous design was the ‘Deltic’ 
(diesel electric) of 1955, the 
prototype of which, now 
preserved in the National 
Railway Museum at Shildon, 
was painted in a house colour 
often referred to as ‘English 
Electric powder blue’. My 
belief is that this was the shade 
applied to Canberra VN799 
some six years earlier. Unless, 
that is, anyone knows better. 
Letters, please, via the editor.

DENIS J. CALVERT

�5�H�F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���U�H�t���H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���K���D���V�H�D�V�R�Q�H�G��
reporter’s view of aviation history

It is a fair bet that few if any 
of the photographers who 
�À�i�V�œ�À�`�i�`���6� �Ç�™�™�½�Ã���w���À�Ã�Ì���y���ˆ�}�…�Ì���ˆ�˜��
�£�™�{�™���…�>�`���V�œ�•�œ�Õ�À���w���•�“���ˆ�˜���Ì�…�i�ˆ�À��
cameras. Even if they had, early 
�V�œ�•�œ�Õ�À���w���•�“�Ã���Ü�i�À�i���v�>�À���v�À�œ�“��
accurate in their rendition of 
�V�œ�•�œ�Õ�À�°���7�œ�À�Ã�i�]���Ì�…�i���w���•�“���Ã�Ì�œ�V�Ž��
used would likely have 
degraded over the years, 
making the images yet more 

unreliable for paint matching. 
As a result, the two teams 
carrying out the repaints some 
10 years apart came to very 
different conclusions as to the 
exact shade of blue applied by 
English Electric in 1949. Certain 
contemporary references had it 
that the shade used was ‘Petter 
blue’, so named after Edward 

‘Teddy’ Petter, English Electric’s 
chief engineer and head of the 
team that created the 
Canberra. That said, ‘Petter 
blue’ is not a British Standard 
colour, so this is of little help. 
�/�…�i���V�œ�•�œ�Õ�À���œ�˜���7�/�{�Ç�n���>�˜�`��
�7���n�Ç�Ç���V�>�˜���L�i�Ã�Ì���L�i���`�i�Ã�V�À�ˆ�L�i�`��
as a bright, medium blue. 
�7���n�Ç�{�]���v�œ�•�•�œ�Ü�ˆ�˜�}���i�Ý�Ì�i�˜�Ã�ˆ�Û�i��
research by British Aerospace 

The two teams carrying out the repaints some 
10 years apart came to very different conclusions 
as to the exact shade of blue

Commemorative Canberras playing the prototype a decade apart: WT478 ( top) in 1989, WJ874 
in 1999. The different colours are clearly evident, but which was closest t o the truth? DENIS J. CALVERT
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Mary Ellis: a personal 
remembrance
�����w���À�Ã�Ì���“�i�Ì�����>�À�Þ���Ü�…�i�˜���Ã�…�i���Ì�œ�œ�Ž��
�œ�Û�i�À���V�œ�“�“�>�˜�`���œ�v���-�>�˜�`�œ�Ü�˜��
�‚�ˆ�À�«�œ�À�Ì�]���Ü�…�i�˜���Ì�…�i���œ�•�`��
�V�•�Õ�L�…�œ�Õ�Ã�i���>�˜�`���V�œ�˜�Ì�À�œ�•���Ì�œ�Ü�i�À��
�Ü�i�À�i���œ�˜���Ì�…�i���…�ˆ�•�•���>�Ì���Ì�…�i���v�>�À���Ã�ˆ�`�i��
�œ�v���Ì�…�i���w���i�•�`�°�����i�À���>�V�Ì�ˆ�Û�i���y���Þ�ˆ�˜�}��
�`�>�Þ�Ã���>�•�À�i�>�`�Þ���œ�Û�i�À�]���Ã�…�i���À�>�˜���Ì�…�i��
�>�ˆ�À�w���i�•�`���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…���>���}�i�˜�Ì�•�i���Ì�œ�Õ�V�…���>�˜�`��
�}�À�i�>�Ì���…�Õ�“�œ�Õ�À�]���>�•�Ì�…�œ�Õ�}�…���Ü�œ�i��
�L�i�Ì�ˆ�`�i���>�˜�Þ�L�œ�`�Þ���Ü�…�œ���L�À�i�>�V�…�i�`��
�>�ˆ�À�w���i�•�`���`�ˆ�Ã�V�ˆ�«�•�ˆ�˜�i�°�������…�>�Û�i���Ã�i�i�˜��
�…�i�À���À�i�`�Õ�V�i���>���À�i�V�>�•�V�ˆ�Ì�À�>�˜�Ì���y���Þ�i�À��
�>�•�“�œ�Ã�Ì���Ì�œ���Ì�i�>�À�Ã���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…���…�i�À���w���À�“��
�>�˜�`���`�i�V�ˆ�Ã�ˆ�Û�i���À�i�«�À�ˆ�“�>�˜�`�°

�	�Õ�Ì���ˆ�Ì���Ü�>�Ã���…�i�À���•�œ�Û�i���œ�v���v�Õ�˜���>�˜�`��
�Ì�…�i���}�i�˜�Ì�•�i�À���Ì�…�ˆ�˜�}�Ã���Ì�…�>�Ì���Ã�ˆ�˜�}�•�i�`��
�…�i�À���œ�Õ�Ì�°���"�v�Ì�i�˜�]���ˆ�˜���>���Ã�Õ�“�“�i�À�½�Ã��
�i�Û�i�˜�ˆ�˜�}���Ü�…�i�˜���Ì�…�i���L�>�À���Ü�>�Ã��
�œ�v�w���V�ˆ�>�•�•�Þ���V�•�œ�Ã�i�`�]���Ã�…�i���Ü�œ�Õ�•�`��
�œ�À�}�>�˜�ˆ�Ã�i���>�˜���ˆ�“�«�À�œ�“�«�Ì�Õ���À�>�V�i��
�>�À�œ�Õ�˜�`���Ì�…�i���>�ˆ�À�w���i�•�`�]���V�•�Õ�L��
�“�i�“�L�i�À�Ã���L�i�ˆ�˜�}���i�˜�V�œ�Õ�À�>�}�i�`���Ì�œ��
�>�Ì�Ì�i�“�«�Ì���Ì�…�i���v�>�Ã�Ì�i�Ã�Ì���Ì�ˆ�“�i���À�œ�Õ�˜�`��
�Ì�…�i���À�Õ�˜�Ü�>�Þ���>�“�ˆ�`�Ã�Ì���•�>�Õ�}�…�Ì�i�À���>�˜�`��
�Ã�…�œ�Õ�Ì�Ã���œ�v���i�˜�V�œ�Õ�À�>�}�i�“�i�˜�Ì���ˆ�˜��
�Ì�…�i���`�>�À�Ž�°���7�ˆ�˜�˜�i�À���p���>�˜�`���•�œ�Ã�i�À��
�p���Ü�œ�Õ�•�`���Ã�Ì�>�˜�`���>���À�œ�Õ�˜�`���œ�v��
�`�À�ˆ�˜�Ž�Ã���œ�À���Ì�…�À�i�i�°

�����Ž�i�«�Ì���“�Þ�����Õ�Ì�œ�˜�����ˆ�˜�œ�À���>�Ì��
�-�>�˜�`�œ�Ü�˜���v�œ�À���>���•�œ�˜�}���Ü�…�ˆ�•�i���L�Õ�Ì��
�Ü�>�Ã���˜�i�Û�i�À���>�•�•�œ�Ü�i�`���Ì�œ���«�>�Þ���>��
�«�i�˜�˜�Þ���v�œ�À���v�Õ�i�•���œ�À���…�>�˜�}�>�À�>�}�i�°��
�-�…�i���Ã�>�ˆ�`���ˆ�Ì���Ü�>�Ã���Ì�œ�œ���Ã�“�>�•�•���Ì�œ��
�Ì�>�Ž�i���Õ�«���À�i�>�•���Ã�«�>�V�i���­�L�i�Ã�ˆ�`�i�Ã���>�˜��
�‚�Õ�Ã�Ì�i�À���>�˜�`�����œ�˜���
�•�•�ˆ�Ã�½�Ã���-�Ü�>�•�•�œ�Ü��
�Ì�…�i���«�•�>�V�i���Ü�>�Ã���œ�v�Ì�i�˜���µ�Õ�ˆ�Ì�i��
�i�“�«�Ì�Þ�®�°���-�…�i���V�•�>�ˆ�“�i�`���Ì�…�>�Ì���“�Þ��
�¼�«�Õ�`�`�•�i�‡�•�Õ�“�«�i�À�½���`�ˆ�`�˜�½�Ì���Õ�Ã�i��
�i�˜�œ�Õ�}�…���v�Õ�i�•���Ì�œ���“�>�Ž�i���ˆ�Ì���Ü�œ�À�Ì�…��
�…�i�À���Ü�…�ˆ�•�i���Ì�œ���Ü�À�ˆ�Ì�i���œ�Õ�Ì���>���L�ˆ�•�•�°���-�œ��
�•�œ�˜�}���>�Ã�������Ü�…�i�i�•�i�`���ˆ�Ì���œ�Õ�Ì���>�˜�`��
�y���i�Ü���ˆ�Ì���>���L�ˆ�Ì���Ì�œ���>�“�Õ�Ã�i���Ì�…�i��
�…�œ�•�ˆ�`�>�Þ�“�>�Ž�i�À�Ã���Ã�…�i���Ü�>�Ã��
�V�œ�˜�Ì�i�˜�Ì�°

���˜���À�i�Ì�Õ�À�˜�������Ü�>�Ã���Õ�˜�œ�v�w���V�ˆ�>�•��
�>�ˆ�À�w���i�•�`���«�Õ�L�•�ˆ�V�ˆ�Ì�Þ���“�>�˜�>�}�i�À���>�˜�`��
�…�i�•�«�i�`���…�i�À���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…���>�`�Û�i�À�Ì�ˆ�Ã�ˆ�˜�}�]��
�«�À�œ�“�œ�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜���>�˜�`���`�i�>�•�ˆ�˜�}�Ã���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…��
�Ì�…�i���•�œ�V�>�•���«�À�i�Ã�Ã�°�������>�•�Ã�œ���Ü�ˆ�•�•�ˆ�˜�}�•�Þ��
�>�“�Õ�Ã�i�`���“�Þ�Ã�i�•�v���`�À�ˆ�Û�ˆ�˜�}���Ì�…�i��
�Ì�À�>�V�Ì�œ�À���>�˜�`���}�>�˜�}���“�œ�Ü�i�À���Ì�œ���V�•�ˆ�«��
�Ì�…�i���À�Õ�˜�Ü�>�Þ���Ü�…�i�˜���Ã�…�i���Ü�>�Ã���Ì�œ�œ��
�L�Õ�Ã�Þ���Ì�œ���`�œ���ˆ�Ì���…�i�À�Ã�i�•�v�°

���i�À���“�>�À�À�ˆ�>�}�i���Ì�œ�����œ�˜���Ü�>�Ã���V�Õ�Ì��
�Ã�…�œ�À�Ì���Ü�…�i�˜���…�i���`�ˆ�i�`��
�Õ�˜�i�Ý�«�i�V�Ì�i�`�•�Þ���L�Õ�Ì�����>�À�Þ��

Aden could be a harsh environment for the RAF’s Belvederes. AEROPLANE

The ‘Flying Longhouse’
���À�i�>�Ì���>�À�Ì�ˆ�V�•�i���œ�˜���Ì�…�i���	�i�•�Û�i�`�i�À�i��
�­Aeroplane���-�i�«�Ì�i�“�L�i�À���Ó�ä�£�n�®�]��
�œ�Ì�…�i�À�Ü�ˆ�Ã�i���Ž�˜�œ�Ü�˜���>�Ã���Ì�…�i��
�¼���•�Þ�ˆ�˜�}�����œ�˜�}�…�œ�Õ�Ã�i�½�]���œ�˜�i���œ�v��
�Ì�…�i���«�œ�•�ˆ�Ì�i�À���Ì�i�À�“�Ã���Õ�Ã�i�`���ˆ�˜��
�	�œ�À�˜�i�œ���v�œ�À���Ì�…�i���Ì�Þ�«�i�°�������Ü�>�Ã���>��
�V�À�i�Ü�“�>�˜���œ�˜��� �œ���£�ä�Î��
�-�µ�Õ�>�`�À�œ�˜���œ�«�i�À�>�Ì�ˆ�˜�}��
�7�…�ˆ�À�•�Ü�ˆ�˜�`�����Ž�£�ä�Ã���v�À�œ�“���Ì�…�i��
�˜�i�Ý�Ì���`�ˆ�Ã�«�i�À�Ã�>�•���Ì�œ��� �œ���È�È��
�-�µ�Õ�>�`�À�œ�˜�½�Ã���`�i�Ì�>�V�…�“�i�˜�Ì���>�Ì��
���Õ�V�…�ˆ�˜�}�°���7�i���Ü�i�À�i���i�Û�i�˜�Ì�Õ�>�•�•�Þ��
�À�i�«�•�>�V�i�`���L�Þ���Ã�Õ�À�«�•�Õ�Ã���i�Ý�‡
�-�…�>�V�Ž�•�i�Ì�œ�˜���y���ˆ�}�…�Ì���i�˜�}�ˆ�˜�i�i�À�Ã�]��
�Ü�…�œ���>�•�Ü�>�Þ�Ã���Ã�i�i�“�i�`���}�À�œ�Õ�V�…�Þ��
�>�L�œ�Õ�Ì���Ì�…�i���•�œ�L�°�����i�Ü���œ�v���Ì�…�i�“��
�Ü�i�À�i���v�À�œ�“���>�ˆ�À�V�À�>�v�Ì���Ì�À�>�`�i�Ã��
�>�˜�Þ�Ü�>�Þ�]���Ì�…�i���>�ˆ�À���v�œ�À�V�i���…�>�Û�ˆ�˜�}��
�`�i�V�ˆ�`�i�`���Ì�…�>�Ì���v�œ�À�“�i�À��
�}�À�œ�Õ�˜�`�V�À�i�Ü���Ü�i�À�i���˜�œ�Ì���À�i�>�•�•�Þ���>��

�•�œ�Ì���œ�v���Õ�Ã�i���œ�˜���v�œ�Õ�À�‡�i�˜�}�ˆ�˜�i�`��
�Ì�À�>�˜�Ã�«�œ�À�Ì���Ì�Þ�«�i�Ã�°

�,�i�“�œ�Û�>�•���œ�v���>���Ì�i�V�…�˜�ˆ�V�ˆ�>�˜��
�v�À�œ�“���Ì�…�i���V�À�i�Ü���`�ˆ�`���•�i�>�`���Ì�œ��
�“�œ�À�i���Õ�˜�Ã�i�À�Û�ˆ�V�i�>�L�ˆ�•�ˆ�Ì�Þ���ˆ�˜���Ì�…�i��
�w���i�•�`���>�Ã���>�•�•���Ì�…�i���y���ˆ�}�…�Ì���i�˜�}�ˆ�˜�i�i�À�Ã��
�V�œ�Õ�•�`���`�œ���Ü�>�Ã���Û�i�À�Þ���•�ˆ�“�ˆ�Ì�i�`��
�«�À�i�Û�i�˜�Ì�>�Ì�ˆ�Û�i���“�>�ˆ�˜�Ì�i�˜�>�˜�V�i�°��
�1�˜�Ã�Õ�À�«�À�ˆ�Ã�ˆ�˜�}�•�Þ���Ì�…�ˆ�Ã���`�ˆ�`���˜�œ�Ì��
�ˆ�˜�V�•�Õ�`�i���Ì�…�i���Û�i�À�Þ���“�i�Ã�Ã�Þ���À�œ�Ì�œ�À��
�…�i�>�`���•�Õ�L�i�]���`�Õ�i���v�œ�À���>�Ì�Ì�i�˜�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜��
�i�Û�i�À�Þ���£�Ó���y���Þ�ˆ�˜�}���…�œ�Õ�À�Ã�°���/�…�ˆ�Ã��
�“�i�>�˜�Ì���y���Þ�ˆ�˜�}���}�À�œ�Õ�˜�`�V�À�i�Ü���Ì�œ��
�Ì�…�i���Õ�˜�Ã�i�À�Û�ˆ�V�i�>�L�•�i���>�ˆ�À�V�À�>�v�Ì�]��
�À�i�`�Õ�V�ˆ�˜�}���Ì�…�i���y���i�Ý�ˆ�L�ˆ�•�ˆ�Ì�Þ���œ�v���,�‚����
�œ�«�i�À�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜�Ã�°���/�…�ˆ�Ã���>�˜�˜�œ�Þ�i�`���Ì�…�i��
�>�À�“�Þ�]���Ü�…�ˆ�V�…���Õ�Ã�i�`���ˆ�Ì�Ã���7�i�Ã�Ì�•�>�˜�`��
�-�V�œ�Õ�Ì�Ã���•�ˆ�Ž�i�����>�˜�`���,�œ�Û�i�À�Ã���>�Ã��
�Ü�i�•�•���>�Ã���>�•�•�œ�Ü�ˆ�˜�}���ˆ�Ì�Ã���Ã�i�À�}�i�>�˜�Ì��
�«�ˆ�•�œ�Ì�Ã���Ì�œ���Ã�i�•�v�‡�>�Õ�Ì�…�œ�À�ˆ�Ã�i���>��
�y���ˆ�}�…�Ì�°�����œ�Ã�Ì���œ�v���œ�Õ�À���«�ˆ�•�œ�Ì�Ã���Ü�i�À�i��

�Û�i�À�Þ���•�œ�˜�}�‡�ˆ�˜�‡�Ì�…�i�‡�Ì�œ�œ�Ì�…��� �
�"�Ã�]��
�>�˜�`���>���v�i�Ü���Û�i�À�Þ���•�Õ�˜�ˆ�œ�À���œ�˜�i�Ã��
�V�>�“�i���Ã�Ì�À�>�ˆ�}�…�Ì���v�À�œ�“���Ì�À�>�ˆ�˜�ˆ�˜�}���>�Ì��
�/�i�À�˜�����ˆ�•�•�]���Ü�…�ˆ�V�…���“�>�`�i���“�>�˜�Þ���œ�v��
�Õ�Ã���Û�i�À�Þ���˜�i�À�Û�œ�Õ�Ã���Ü�…�i�˜���y���Þ�ˆ�˜�}��
�œ�Û�i�À���•�>�À�}�i���>�À�i�>�Ã���œ�v���•�Õ�˜�}�•�i�]��
�«�À�ˆ�˜�Ì�i�`���ˆ�˜���Ü�…�ˆ�Ì�i���>�˜�`���“�>�À�Ž�i�`��
�>�Ã���Õ�˜�i�Ý�«�•�œ�À�i�`���œ�˜���Ì�…�i���•�ˆ�“�ˆ�Ì�i�`��
�“�>�«�Ã���Ì�…�>�Ì���Ü�i���Õ�Ã�i�`�]���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…���Û�i�À�Þ��
�ˆ�v�v�Þ���À�>�`�ˆ�œ���V�œ�“�“�Ã�]���Ì�œ���«�•�>�V�i�Ã��
�Ì�…�>�Ì���Ü�i�À�i���`�ˆ�v�w���V�Õ�•�Ì���Ì�œ���Ã�i�i���i�Û�i�˜��
�v�À�œ�“���µ�Õ�ˆ�Ì�i���˜�i�>�À�L�Þ�°

�����…�>�Û�i���«�…�œ�Ì�œ�Ã���œ�v���	�i�•�Û�i�`�i�À�i�Ã��
�Ü�ˆ�Ì�…���Õ�˜�`�i�À�Ã�•�Õ�˜�}���L�À�œ�Ž�i�˜��
�7�…�ˆ�À�•�Ü�ˆ�˜�`�Ã���L�i�ˆ�˜�}���À�i�V�œ�Û�i�À�i�`�]��
�>�˜�`���Ã�œ�“�i���i�Ý�Ì�À�i�“�i�•�Þ���À�>�À�i���œ�˜�i�Ã��
�œ�v���“�œ�À�i���Ì�…�>�˜���Ì�Ü�œ���y���Þ�ˆ�˜�}��
�Ì�œ�}�i�Ì�…�i�À�°���/�…�ˆ�Ã���Ü�>�Ã���>��
�Ì�À�i�“�i�˜�`�œ�Õ�Ã���i�v�v�œ�À�Ì���L�Þ��� �œ���È�È��
�-�µ�Õ�>�`�À�œ�˜�½�Ã���}�À�œ�Õ�˜�`�V�À�i�Ü�]���>�˜�`��
�>�V�Ž�˜�œ�Ü�•�i�`�}�i�`���L�Þ���Õ�Ã�]���`�i�Ã�«�ˆ�Ì�i��
�Ì�…�i���À�ˆ�Û�>�•�À�Þ���L�i�Ì�Ü�i�i�˜���Õ�˜�ˆ�Ì�Ã�°��
�-�i�À�Û�ˆ�V�i�>�L�ˆ�•�ˆ�Ì�Þ���Ü�>�Ã���>���V�œ�˜�Ã�Ì�>�˜�Ì��
�«�À�œ�L�•�i�“�]���L�Õ�Ì���Ü�…�i�˜���Ì�…�i�Þ��
�Ü�œ�À�Ž�i�`���Ì�…�i���	�i�•�Û�i�`�i�À�i�Ã���Ü�i�À�i��
�w���˜�i�]���>�«�>�À�Ì���v�À�œ�“���Ì�…�i���`�Õ�Ã�Ì��
�Ã�Ì�œ�À�“�Ã���Ü�…�i�˜���•�>�˜�`�ˆ�˜�}�°���/�…�i��
�>�À�“�Þ���•�ˆ�Ž�i�`���Ì�…�i�“���L�i�V�>�Õ�Ã�i���Ì�…�i�Þ��
�V�œ�Õ�•�`���“�œ�Û�i���ˆ�Ì�Ã���£�ä�x�“�“���}�Õ�˜�Ã�]��
�L�Õ�Ì���…�i�•�ˆ�«�>�`���“�>�ˆ�˜�Ì�i�˜�>�˜�V�i���Ü�>�Ã��
�«�À�œ�L�•�i�“�>�Ì�ˆ�V�°���-�“�>�•�•���L�Õ�Ã�…�i�Ã�]��
�Ì�Ü�ˆ�}�Ã���>�˜�`���Ã�œ���œ�˜���V�œ�Õ�•�`���>�`�`���>��
�•�œ�Ì���Ì�œ���Ì�…�i���v�Õ�˜���œ�v���>�˜���Õ�«�‡�V�œ�Õ�˜�Ì�À�Þ��
�•�>�˜�`�ˆ�˜�}�°���/�…�i�Ã�i���Ü�i�À�i���L�i�Ã�Ì��
�Û�ˆ�i�Ü�i�`���v�À�œ�“���>�v�>�À�°�����œ�Ã�Ì���œ�v���Ì�…�i��
�v�œ�À�Ü�>�À�`���•�>�˜�`�ˆ�˜�}���«�>�`�Ã���…�>�`��
�L�i�i�˜���V�œ�˜�Ã�Ì�À�Õ�V�Ì�i�`���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…��
�˜�œ�Ì�…�ˆ�˜�}���•�>�À�}�i�À���Ì�…�>�˜���>���7�i�Ã�Ã�i�Ý��
�ˆ�˜���“�ˆ�˜�`�°�����œ�œ�Ì�L�>�•�•���w���i�•�`�Ã���Ü�i�À�i��
�>�L�œ�Õ�Ì���Ì�…�i���À�ˆ�}�…�Ì���Ã�ˆ�â�i�]���>�•�•�œ�Ü�ˆ�˜�}��
�Ì�…�i���«�ˆ�•�œ�Ì���Ì�œ���Ž�i�i�«���Ì�…�i���V�œ�V�Ž�«�ˆ�Ì��
�œ�Õ�Ì���œ�v���Ì�…�i���`�Õ�Ã�Ì���v�œ�À���>���L�ˆ�Ì��
�L�i�v�œ�À�i���•�>�˜�`�ˆ�˜�}���>�˜�`���L�i�ˆ�˜�}��
�i�˜�}�Õ�•�v�i�`�°

�7�}���
�`�À�����œ�…�˜�����œ�Ü�•�ˆ�˜�}�½�Ã��
�L�œ�œ�Ž��RAF Helicopters: The 
First 20 Years���ˆ�Ã���>���}�œ�œ�`���À�i�>�`��
�>�˜�`���}�ˆ�Û�i�Ã���Ã�œ�“�i���ˆ�`�i�>���œ�v���Ì�…�i��
�«�À�œ�L�•�i�“�Ã���i�˜�V�œ�Õ�˜�Ì�i�À�i�`���>�˜�`��
�Ã�œ�•�Û�i�`���ˆ�˜���>�•�•���Ì�…�i�>�Ì�À�i�Ã�°�����i���Ü�>�Ã��
�ˆ�˜���œ�Û�i�À�>�•�•���V�œ�“�“�>�˜�`���ˆ�˜���	�œ�À�˜�i�œ��
�>�˜�`���Ž�i�«�Ì���Û�i�À�Þ���“�Õ�V�…���ˆ�˜���Ì�œ�Õ�V�…��
�Ü�ˆ�Ì�…���Ì�…�i���v�œ�À�Ü�>�À�`�‡�>�À�i�>��
�œ�«�i�À�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜�Ã�]���Ü�…�ˆ�V�…���Ü�i�À�i���}�À�i�>�Ì��
�v�Õ�˜���v�œ�À���>���Þ�œ�Õ�˜�}���•�>�`�°
John Sawyer
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soldiered on until her 
retirement. She wore her rich 
achievements lightly and few of 
the holidaymakers from the 
close-by caravan park who 
thronged the clubhouse on a 
summer’s evening knew her as 
other than the jovial barmaid. 

Mary was truly unique and 
�Ì�…�i���Ü�œ�À�•�`���œ�v���«�À�ˆ�Û�>�Ì�i���y���Þ�ˆ�˜�}���ˆ�Ã���Ì�…�i��
poorer for her passing.
Arthur W. J. G. Ord-Hume

Collision prevention: 
a plea from Henlow
�-�Ì�>�Ì�ˆ�Ã�Ì�ˆ�V�Ã���Ã�…�œ�Ü���Ì�…�>�Ì���y���ˆ�}�…�Ì�Ã��
�ˆ�˜�Û�œ�•�Û�ˆ�˜�}���>�ˆ�À�w���i�•�`���V�ˆ�À�V�Õ�ˆ�Ì�Ã���>�À�i���>��
risk area for mid-air collisions. 
It is clearly therefore good 
airmanship to call aerodromes 
marked on the chart even 
�Ì�…�œ�Õ�}�…���Ì�…�i���>�ˆ�À�w���i�•�`���`�œ�i�Ã�˜�½�Ì��
have an ATZ or other 
annotation (‘T’ or ‘U’) before 
�œ�Û�i�À�y���Þ�ˆ�˜�}���>�Ì���V�ˆ�À�V�Õ�ˆ�Ì���…�i�ˆ�}�…�Ì���œ�À��
passing close enough to be in 
the likely visual circuit as a way 
of mitigating the risk of 
collision. If there is any doubt, 
why not simply plan to avoid 
said aerodromes by a safe 
distance?

A case in point is Henlow, 
which is quite a busy place, 
open from 08.00-21.00hrs daily 
with more than 30 resident 
aircraft and which has an 
air-to-ground frequency of 
121.100MHz. Despite the 
availability of the air-to-ground 
station which could have 
advised whether there were 
any movements taking place, 
�£�x���>�ˆ�À�V�À�>�v�Ì���y���i�Ü���Ì�…�À�œ�Õ�}�…���Ì�…�i��
Henlow circuit in the last month 
at circuit height without making 
radio contact.

The aeronautical chart now 
�Ã�…�œ�Ü�Ã���Ì�…�>�Ì�����i�˜�•�œ�Ü���>�ˆ�À�w���i�•�`���…�>�Ã��
been afforded training 
aerodrome status. However, 
there are still regular 
�œ�Û�i�À�y���ˆ�}�…�Ì�Ã�]���>�Ì���V�ˆ�À�V�Õ�ˆ�Ì���…�i�ˆ�}�…�Ì�]���L�Þ��
�À�œ�Ì�>�À�Þ���>�˜�`���w���Ý�i�`�‡�Ü�ˆ�˜�}���>�ˆ�À�V�À�>�v�Ì�°��
���i�˜�•�œ�Ü���ˆ�Ã���>���}�À�>�Ã�Ã���>�ˆ�À�w���i�•�`�]���œ�v���>��
World War One design, and 
still without threshold markings 
or runway designators. I 
suspect that, unless you know 
what you are looking for, the 
�Ã�ˆ�Ì�i���V�>�˜���L�i���µ�Õ�ˆ�Ì�i���`�ˆ�v�w���V�Õ�•�Ì���Ì�œ��
�`�ˆ�Ã�Ì�ˆ�˜�}�Õ�ˆ�Ã�…���v�À�œ�“���Ì�…�i���w���i�•�`�Ã���œ�v��
the surrounding countryside. 
Nevertheless, I urge pilots to 

be cognisant of Henlow 
�>�ˆ�À�w���i�•�`�]���Ì�œ�}�i�Ì�…�i�À���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…���Ì�…�i���L�Õ�Ã�Þ��
�y���Þ�ˆ�˜�}���Ì�À�>�ˆ�˜�ˆ�˜�}���Ã�V�…�œ�œ�•�]���«�À�>�V�Ì�ˆ�V�i��
�y���Þ�ˆ�˜�}���`�ˆ�Ã�«�•�>�Þ�Ã���>�˜�`���À�i�Ã�ˆ�`�i�˜�Ì��
private aircraft, operating 
Tuesday to Sunday. Henlow 
Radio on 121.100MHz awaits 
your call. 
Flt Lt Gavin Nicholson, 
�C�K�T�‚���G�N�F���O�C�P�C�I�G�T����
RAF Henlow, Bedfordshire

A fateful day
Having just read 
the Aeroplane features on the 
TSR2 reminded me of that 
fateful day in April 1965. At 
the time of the cancellation, I 
was in the third year of my 
apprenticeship with Bristol 
Siddeley Engines, by which 
time I had chosen my 
preferred route as a machinist 
and was involved in the 
manufacture of a wide variety 
of aircraft engine components. 

I had been tasked with the 
job of machining distributor 
blocks for the Olympus 22R 
engine. These were 
manufactured from 
magnesium and were part of 
the fuel/lubrication system. 
Even back in those days they 
�Ü�i�À�i���>�˜���i�Ý�«�i�˜�Ã�ˆ�Û�i���«�>�À�Ì�]���i�>�V�…��
unit costing in the region of 
£10,000. There were 10 units 
�«�i�À���L�>�Ì�V�…���>�˜�`�������…�>�`���w���Û�i��
batches to machine. 
�/�…�i�À�i�v�œ�À�i�]���>�«�«�À�œ�Ý�ˆ�“�>�Ì�i�•�Þ��
£500,000 of TSR2 parts sat by 
my milling machine.

As I recall, the day the 
cancellation was made known 

to us was quite sunny. Perhaps 
naïvely, I was honestly unaware 
of what the government had 
decided. It therefore came as 
a great shock when the 
foreman on my section rather 
brusquely told me to stop 
what I was doing and strip the 
machine down.

About an hour or so later a 
labourer came round and 
unceremoniously tipped all 50 
of the units into a skip. 
���œ�À�À�ˆ�w���i�`�]�������>�Ã�Ž�i�`���…�ˆ�“���ˆ�˜���˜�œ��
uncertain terms what he 
thought he was doing, to which 
he replied that they were all 
scrap. I initially thought that I 
had scrapped them through 
poor machine work and feared 
for my job. It wasn’t until I 
investigated a bit further that I 
found out the truth.

So, on just one machine, 
doing one job, 50 components 
valued at half a million pounds 
were consigned to the scrap 
bin. There were about 70 
workers on my section, many 
of whom would likewise have 
been employed on making 
Olympus 22R parts. I have no 
idea how much money was 
involved that day with 
everything that was scrapped, 
�L�Õ�Ì�]���ˆ�v���“�Þ���Ã�ˆ�˜�}�•�i���i�Ý�«�i�À�ˆ�i�˜�V�i���ˆ�Ã��
anything to go by, the total 
sum beggars belief.

The memory of that day has 
remained with me ever since, 
and I still think that it was one 
of the worst governmental 
decisions ever made.
David Rich

�/�C�I�P�W�O���Q�R�W�U
The editor’s comments in his September issue leader of the 
�>�V�…�ˆ�i�Û�i�“�i�˜�Ì�Ã���œ�v���Ì�…�i���,�‚�����ˆ�˜���Ã�Õ�V�V�i�Ã�Ã�v�Õ�•�•�Þ���w���i�•�`�ˆ�˜�}���>���v�œ�À�“�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜���œ�v��
103 operational aircraft to celebrate the centenary of the service 
are something I can also applaud. It cannot have been easy with 
our diminished resources as they are.

This triggered my memory of the Second Tactical Air Force 
�y���Þ�ˆ�˜�}���>���v�œ�À�“�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜���œ�v���£�Ó�ä���œ�«�i�À�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜�>�•���w���}�…�Ì�i�À���>�ˆ�À�V�À�>�v�Ì���Ì�œ���V�i�•�i�L�À�>�Ì�i��
the Queen’s birthday on 10 June 1954. The event was marked 
by a military parade in Düsseldorf, with the royal salute being 
taken by Princess Margaret. The formation was led by 24 
Meteor NF11s of both Nos 87 and 68 Squadrons based at RAF 
Wahn near Cologne. Meteor FR9s, Venoms and Sabres also 
took part. Four days of practice preceded the event, and on 
one day chaos and consternation ensued when a light aircraft 
�`�i�V�ˆ�`�i�`���Ì�œ���y���Þ���œ�Û�i�À���Ì�…�i���Û�i�˜�Õ�i�]���Ì�…�À�œ�Õ�}�…���Ì�…�i���À�i�Ã�Ì�À�ˆ�V�Ì�i�`���>�ˆ�À�Ã�«�>�V�i�°�����Ì��
was all quite hard work as I remember, and I believe the time 
window was plus or minus 10 seconds.

The call sign for the formation was ‘Magnum’. Its aptness was 
proven when, after landing, we were told to report to No II(AC) 
Squadron’s crew room, where we were each given a photograph 
of that formation taken by a Meteor FR9 and a bottle of 
German Sekt (as good as champagne for my money). Memories 
of the rest of that day are hazy…
Alan Smith, Swindon, Wiltshire

Meteor NF11s over 
Düsseldorf in 1954 
�t���V�J�G���K�O�C�I�G���Q�H���V�J�G��
whole formation also 
shows the Meteor 
FR9 that captured 
reconnaissance 
�K�O�C�I�G�T�[��

An aerial view of RAF Henlow in Bedfordshire. CROWN COPYRIGHT
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THIS MONTH’S ANSWERS

Vulture trials

Q In the August issue, 
Michael Rogers sought 

details on the Rolls-Royce 
Vulture engine and whether a 
trials aircraft attempted to iron 
out its problems.

ARob Kirby, author of a 
�L�œ�œ�Ž���w�À�Ã�Ì���«�Õ�L�•�ˆ�Ã�…�i�`���ˆ�˜��

1995 on the Avro Manchester, 
the main user of the Vulture, 
e-mailed to say, “Hawker 
���i�˜�•�i�Þ�����x�£�£�x���Ü�>�Ã���Ì�…�i���w�À�Ã�Ì��
Vulture trials aircraft and L3302 
�Ü�>�Ã���Ì�…�i���Ã�i�V�œ�˜�`���Ü�…�ˆ�V�…���y�i�Ü��
early in 1939. Both had short 
�>�˜�`���i�Û�i�˜�Ì�v�Õ�•���y�Þ�ˆ�˜�}���V�>�À�i�i�À�Ã�]���Ì�…�i��
latter ending up on a beach at 
Borth in Wales on 3 June 
1940”. Rob mentions that 
�œ�Ì�…�i�À���>�i�À�œ�«�•�>�˜�i�Ã���w�Ì�Ì�i�`���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…��
the Vulture included a Vickers 
Warwick, Hawker Tornado and 
�Ì�…�i���	�•�>�V�Ž�L�Õ�À�˜���	�‡�Ó�ä���y�Þ�ˆ�˜�}�‡�L�œ�>�Ì�]��
although none of these were 
dedicated trials aircraft for the 
�i�˜�}�ˆ�˜�i�°�����x�£�£�x���w�À�Ã�Ì���y�i�Ü���>�Ã���Ì�…�i��
Henley prototype on 20 March 
1937; late in 1939 it was 
delivered to Rolls-Royce at 
Hucknall and converted for 
development work on the 
Vulture, ending its days with 
No 34 Maintenance Unit in 
May 1941 before being struck 
off charge. Vulture production 
was terminated in April 1942 

after 508 units had been built, 
all for Manchesters.

Condor wreck

Q A reader asked for 
information in August’s 

magazine on the remains of a 
Focke-Wulf Condor seen on 
the Greek island of Rhodes in 
the early post-war years.

AMaximilian Meindl 
�V�œ�˜�w�À�“�Ã���Ì�…�>�Ì���>���
�œ�˜�`�œ�À��

�`�ˆ�`���i�Ý�ˆ�Ã�Ì���>�Ì�����>�•�>�Ì�…�œ�Ã���>�ˆ�À�w�i�•�`���ˆ�˜��
the post-war years, having 
�Õ�˜�`�i�À�Ì�>�Ž�i�˜���>���˜�Õ�“�L�i�À���œ�v���y�ˆ�}�…�Ì�Ã��
to the German garrison on 
Rhodes in the last months of 
�Ì�…�i���Ü�>�À�°���-�Õ�«�«�•�Þ���y�ˆ�}�…�Ì�Ã���Ì�œ���Ì�…�i��
German-occupied Greek 
islands were established by 
the Luftwaffe in September 
1944 using three Heinkel 
He 111s based at Zagreb and 
operated by the 
Sonderkommando Morgenrot. 
From January 1945, the 
He 111s were joined by two 
former KG 40 Fw 200Cs coded 
G6+AY (formerly F8+NL) and 
G6+FY (F8+AT) of the 
Sonderkommando Condor 
attached to the 14. Staffel, 
Transportgeschwader 4, based 
at Wiener Neustadt.

Max continues, “G6+FY 
departed Linz-Hörsching in 
�‚�Õ�Ã�Ì�À�ˆ�>���v�œ�À���ˆ�Ì�Ã���•�>�Ã�Ì���y�ˆ�}�…�Ì���œ�˜���Î��

May 1945 and reached 
Kalathos early the next 
morning with post, some gold 
�>�˜�`���Ì�Ü�œ���œ�v�w�V�i�À�Ã���>�Ã���«�>�Ã�Ã�i�˜�}�i�À�Ã�°��
It was subsequently captured 
by British forces at the end of 
the war together with the crew 
of Hauptingenieur Link, 
Feldwebels (Fw) Schaffranck 
(pilot), Buthner (co-pilot), 
Hottlinger, Dehnel and Bohner, 
�>�˜�`���1�˜�Ì�i�À�œ�v�w�â�ˆ�i�À�����Õ�V�…�ˆ�˜�Ž�œ�°���/�…�i��
only other aircraft on the base 
were three Fieseler Fi 156 
Storches. It appears that South 
African personnel managed to 
make the Condor airworthy 
�>�˜�`���y�i�Ü���Ã�œ�“�i���•�œ�V�>�•���y�ˆ�}�…�Ì�Ã��
before the aircraft was 
permanently grounded. Sister 
aircraft G6+AY was discovered 
damaged but complete at 
Böllstein in central Germany 
�>�v�Ì�i�À���>�˜���i�Û�i�˜�Ì�v�Õ�•���y�ˆ�}�…�Ì���˜�œ�À�Ì�…��
from Micheldorf, near Linz, on 
5 May 1945. It too carried the 
�Ã�>�“�i���Ã�Ì�Þ�•�i���œ�v���V�>�“�œ�Õ�y�>�}�i�°�»

Convertible monoplane 
and biplane

Q In the July issue, a 
picture of the convertible 

monoplane/biplane Clarke 
Cheetah appeared, prompting 
the question of whether other, 
�Ã�ˆ�“�ˆ�•�>�À�•�Þ���V�œ�˜�w�}�Õ�À�i�`�]���>�ˆ�À�V�À�>�v�Ì��
also existed.

ARobert Podkonski says 
that, in 1924, German 

twins Willi and Walter Gabriel 
designed and built the 
all-wood, two-seater Gabriel 
P.VI biplane in Bydgoszcz, 
Poland. Interestingly, both 
wings were cantilever with no 
interplane struts, producing 
�V�…�>�•�•�i�˜�}�ˆ�˜�}���y�Þ�ˆ�˜�}���µ�Õ�>�•�ˆ�Ì�ˆ�i�Ã�°��
Robert continues, “The 
airframe was subsequently 
rebuilt into a parasol 
monoplane by removing the 
lower wing, resulting in the 
Gabriel P.VII which improved 
�Ì�…�i���y�Þ�ˆ�˜�}���µ�Õ�>�•�ˆ�Ì�ˆ�i�Ã���>�˜�`���Ü�>�Ã��
�Ã�ˆ�}�˜�ˆ�w�V�>�˜�Ì�•�Þ���v�>�Ã�Ì�i�À���Ì�…�>�˜���ˆ�Ì�Ã��
biplane derivative. There was 
also a P.VIII low-wing, single-
seat monoplane ‘sport’ version 
planned, but never built.”

Lacking funds and interest, 
the Gabriel brothers 
abandoned aircraft design. 
Due to German-owned 
industry being suppressed by 
the Polish government, the 
family moved back to Germany 
with the brothers working from 
Berlin-Johannistal. It is worth 
�˜�œ�Ì�ˆ�˜�}���Ì�…�>�Ì���7�ˆ�•�•�ˆ�����>�L�À�ˆ�i�•���y�i�Ü��
with Jasta 11 during World War 
One, gaining 11 victories, and 
in World War Two piloted  
Ju 88s and Me 210s. He died 
in 1968.

Barrack block 
enterprise

Q In the August issue, a 
query on a civilian-

registered Miles Hawk Trainer 
at RAF Thorney Island in 1954 
was published. 

ARex Coates was stationed 
at Thorney Island from 

1954-59. He remembers 
�¼���>�}�}�ˆ�i�½�����‡�‚�����
���>�˜�`���V�œ�˜�w�À�“�Ã��
that the idea was to give 
personnel a chance to 
�i�Ý�«�i�À�ˆ�i�˜�V�i���y�Þ�ˆ�˜�}�°�����i���L�i�•�ˆ�i�Û�i�Ã��
the machine was painted in a 
�•�ˆ�}�…�Ì���V�œ�•�œ�Õ�À���>�˜�`���Ã�>�Ü���ˆ�Ì���y�Þ���œ�˜�•�Þ��
once before it departed.

Hawker Henley K5115 converted to take the 
�4�Q�N�N�U���4�Q�[�E�G���8�W�N�V�W�T�G���G�P�I�K�P�G�����K�F�G�P�V�K�‚�G�F���D�[���V�J�G��

two exhaust units on each side of the cowling.
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Q&A

THIS MONTH’S QUESTIONS

CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS
• The September issue’s editorial said that 101 
�>�ˆ�À�V�À�>�v�Ì���Ü�i�À�i���ˆ�˜�V�•�Õ�`�i�`���ˆ�˜���Ì�…�i���,�
���£�ä�ä���y���Þ�«�>�Ã�Ì���œ�Û�i�À��
���œ�˜�`�œ�˜���ˆ�˜�����Õ�•�Þ�°�����˜���v�>�V�Ì�]���ˆ�Ì���Ü�>�Ã���£�ä�Î�]���L�œ�•�Ã�Ì�i�À�i�`���L�Þ��
inclusion of the two airborne spares for the 
�/�œ�À�˜�>�`�œ�����,�{���i�•�i�“�i�˜�Ì�°
• A correction to last month’s correction about 
the map on page 56 of the June issue: it is 
�7�œ�•�v�Ã�L�Õ�À�}���Ì�…�>�Ì���Ã�…�œ�Õ�•�`���…�>�Û�i���L�i�i�˜���Ã�…�œ�Ü�˜���ˆ�˜���7�i�Ã�Ì��
���i�À�“�>�˜�Þ�]���˜�œ�Ì���	�À�>�Õ�˜�Ã�V�…�Ü�i�ˆ�}�°

• Regarding the photo on page 101 of the 
September issue showing a Grand Prix car being 
raised on a platform during loading aboard a 
�	�"�
�
�‡�œ�«�i�À�>�Ì�i�`���
�>�˜�>�`�>�ˆ�À���
���‡�{�{���v�À�i�ˆ�}�…�Ì�i�À�]���“�œ�Ì�œ�À��
�À�>�V�ˆ�˜�}���…�ˆ�Ã�Ì�œ�À�ˆ�>�˜���>�˜�`���Ü�À�ˆ�Ì�i�À�����>�˜���7�>�}�Ã�Ì�>�v�v���Ã�>�Þ�Ã���ˆ�Ì���ˆ�Ã��
�˜�œ�Ì�����>�˜�����Õ�À�˜�i�Þ�½�Ã���	�À�>�L�…�>�“�°���º���Ì���•�œ�œ�Ž�Ã���“�œ�À�i���•�ˆ�Ž�i��
�Ì�…�i���•�ˆ�}�…�Ì���}�À�i�i�˜���	�,�*�����œ�Ì�Õ�Ã���œ�v�����ˆ�“�����>�•�•�»�]���…�i���Ã�>�Þ�Ã�]��
�º�Ü�ˆ�Ì�…���Ì�…�i���w���}�Õ�À�i���£���œ�v���ˆ�Ì�Ã���˜�Õ�“�L�i�À���£�È���œ�L�Ã�V�Õ�À�i�`���L�Þ��
�Ì�…�i���“�>�˜�½�Ã���•�i�}�°�»

Civilian Coupe history

Q In the September issue, 
Joop Wenstedt sought 

the early history of G-ABFI 
before it became PH-BBC.

AAir-Britain ‘guru’ Malcolm 
Fillmore e-mailed with the 

details. A MkII with a Genet 
Major engine, G-ABFI was 
registered on 27 September 
1930 to the Civilian Aircraft Co 
at Burton-on-Trent, and was 
�y���œ�Ü�˜���L�Þ�����•�Ì�����Ì�����>�˜�����>�V�Ž�i�˜�â�ˆ�i��
in air races during May 1931. It 
received its C of A on 9 June 
1931, but force-landed and 
was damaged during the 
Hanworth-Blackpool air race. 
The machine was repaired and 
�À�i�}�ˆ�Ã�Ì�i�À�i�`���Ì�œ�����i�˜�•�Þ�Ã�����Ì�`���>�Ì��
Heston on 10 February 1932, 
the registration being 
cancelled in December due to 
the sale abroad as PH-BBC.

Argentine Stieglitz 
production

Q In the June issue, there 
was a query on the 

�˜�Õ�“�L�i�À���œ�v�����Ü���{�{���-�Ì�ˆ�i�}�•�ˆ�Ì�â��
biplanes that were built under 
licence in Argentina.

ARichard Menage says one 
Focke-Wulf-built 

demonstrator, Werknummer 
1104/D-ENOY, was followed 
by 10 kits from Bremen for 
assembly by FMA. Thereafter, 
FMA built 191 Fw 44Js under 
licence, two of which were 
transferred to neighbouring 
�	�À�>�â�ˆ�•�°���/�…�i�Ã�i���Ü�i�À�i���“�œ�Ã�Ì�•�Þ���L�Õ�ˆ�•�Ì��
between 1937 and 1944, the 
�w���˜�>�•���£�ä���L�i�ˆ�˜�}���`�i�•�ˆ�Û�i�À�i�`���ˆ�˜��
1948. Richard has restored 
D-EMNN, a 1936 Bremen-built 
Fw 44J (Werknummer 1904). It 
is currently airworthy and 
based in North Yorkshire.

���À�����i�ˆ�˜�â�‡���ˆ�i�Ì�i�À���-�V�…�˜�i�ˆ�`�i�À��
notes that the two FMA-built 
�>�ˆ�À�V�À�>�v�Ì���`�œ�˜�>�Ì�i�`���Ì�œ���	�À�>�â�ˆ�•�]���V�É�˜�Ã��
57 and 58, were serialled FAB 
01 and 02 respectively. The 
former was retired in March 
1942 and the latter in May 
1952 when it was transferred to 
the Aeroclube do Brasil before 
cancellation in September 
1968. Two former Argentine 
�-�Ì�ˆ�i�}�•�ˆ�Ì�â���>�À�i���Ì�œ���L�i���v�œ�Õ�˜�`���ˆ�˜��
�	�À�>�â�ˆ�•�ˆ�>�˜���“�Õ�Ã�i�Õ�“�Ã�\���V�É�˜���£�{�™�]��
exported in 2000, is with the 
now closed TAM Airlines 
collection, and c/n 174 was 
delivered in June 1985 to the 
National Aeronautical Museum 
in Rio de Janeiro.

Carrier balancing act?

Q Charles Harding wonders if there is a 
factor in the design of aircraft carriers 

which balances the location of the ‘island’ on 
the starboard side of the vessel. Head-on 
views of the latest HMS Queen Elizabeth 
emphasise the two control islands projecting 
out over the sea, and older ships such as 
Victorious and Eagle carried this not 
inconsiderable weight on the right-hand side. 
Do the vessels carry ballast in the port side of 
the hull or is the hull designed to compensate 
for the weight imbalance, or does the offset 
island make very little difference to the 
performance of such a large ship?

‘Peacemaker’ over Russia?

Q ���œ�•�•�œ�Ü�ˆ�˜�}���>�À�Ì�ˆ�V�•�i�Ã���œ�˜���œ�Û�i�À�y���ˆ�}�…�Ì�Ã���œ�v���Ì�…�i��
Soviet Union in the June issue, Richard 

�-�Ì�>�Ã�â�>�Ž���Ü�>�Ã���«�À�œ�“�«�Ì�i�`���Ì�œ���Ü�À�ˆ�Ì�i���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…���…�ˆ�Ã��
experience of that period. He recalls, “As one 
�œ�v���Ã�i�Û�i�À�>�•���µ�Õ�>�•�ˆ�w���i�`���>�˜�>�•�Þ�Ã�Ì�Ã���>�Ã�Ã�ˆ�}�˜�i�`���Ì�œ���>�˜��
intelligence group, I had the opportunity to 
discuss air operations with a former Convair 
�	�‡�Î�È���«�ˆ�•�œ�Ì�°�����i���Ã�Ì�>�Ì�i�`���Ì�…�>�Ì���…�i���…�>�`���y���œ�Ü�˜���v�À�œ�“���>��
�L�>�Ã�i���ˆ�˜�����>�«�>�˜���Ì�œ���>���L�>�Ã�i���ˆ�˜��� �œ�À�Ü�>�Þ�]���œ�Û�i�À�y���Þ�ˆ�˜�}��
the Soviet Union. He didn’t know the mission 
objectives but was aware that two 
environmental capsules, each containing two 
operators and associated equipment, were 
loaded in the bomb bay. I would surmise that 
�Ì�…�ˆ�Ã���Ü�>�Ã���>�˜���
����� �/���œ�À���V�œ�“�“�Õ�˜�ˆ�V�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜���V�œ�•�•�i�V�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜��
operation. The aircraft was probably a 
‘featherweight’ version capable of reaching an 

altitude of 50,000ft. No mention was made of 
attempted intercepts by the Soviets and there 
was no current air defence missile capable of 
reaching this altitude”. Sources able to validate 
or add to this story would be welcome.

Vulcans in New Zealand

Q George Empson e-mailed with two 
queries that have nagged him for years. 

�/�…�i���w���À�Ã�Ì���œ�V�V�Õ�À�À�i�`���ˆ�˜���£�™�È�{���>�Ì���
�…�À�ˆ�Ã�Ì�V�…�Õ�À�V�…�]��� �i�Ü��
Zealand when, as a 14-year-old, he was 
startled by a white-painted Vulcan bomber 
making a turn over the city and wonders what 
the event was. The second involved the 
opening of Wellington airport in 1959 when 
Vulcan XH498 undershot the runway, 
damaging its port undercarriage. With the 
canopy jettisoned before the aircraft made an 
emergency landing at RNZAF Ohakea, 
George wonders if the canopy was retrieved, 
or does it still lie in the Cook Strait — or 
further north?

With Royal Navy Merlin helicopters aboard, the 
new HMS Queen Elizabeth  sails into its home port 
�Q�H���2�Q�T�V�U�O�Q�W�V�J���H�Q�T���V�J�G���‚���T�U�V���V�K�O�G���Q�P���������#�W�I�W�U�V����
AIRCRAFT CARRIER ALLIANCE

An unfortunate incident to RAF Vulcan B1 XH498 
which undershot the runway at Wellington in 
October 1959, damaging its port undercarriage, 
�C�P�F���F�K�X�G�T�V�G�F���V�Q���1�J�C�M�G�C���Y�J�G�T�G���K�V���N�C�P�F�G�F���U�C�H�G�N�[����
George Empson wonders whether the jettisoned 
�E�C�P�Q�R�[���Y�C�U���T�G�V�T�K�G�X�G�F��

Indonesian C-130 downed?

QOn 3 September 1964, C-130B 
Hercules T-1307 from 31 Squadron, 

Indonesian Air Force crashed near the 
Straits of Malacca while evading 
interception by an RAF Javelin of No 60 
Squadron from Tengah. Brett De 
���>�˜�`�i�•�•�i�Ã�½���v�>�Ì�…�i�À���Õ�˜�`�i�À�Ã�Ì�œ�œ�`���Ì�…�>�Ì���Ì�…�i��
Javelin ‘lost’ a missile in the encounter, 
and when the wreckage of the Hercules 
was found there were bodies of 
communist insurgents in the fuselage. Can 
�>�˜�Þ�œ�˜�i���V�œ�˜�w���À�“���Ì�…�i���`�i�Ì�>�ˆ�•�Ã���œ�À���ˆ�Ã���ˆ�Ì���¼�v�>�Ž�i��
news’ from the past?
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SIMON’S SIRCUS

  SIRCUS 
PERFORMERS

WORDS: DENIS J. CALVERT



LEFT: 
Lt Cdr Simon Idiens, 
the Simon’s Sircus 
leader. His white 
�ƒ���[�K�P�I���I�N�Q�X�G�U���C�T�G��
marked ‘CO 892’. 
ADRIAN M. BALCH COLLECTION

BELOW: 
The team aircrew. 
�(�T�Q�O���N�G�H�V���V�Q���T�K�I�J�V����
�&�C�X�G���*�G�P�T�[���C�P�F��
�2�G�V�G���*�C�T�F�[�����6�K�O��
Bolt and Tim Miles, 
Mark Jenkins and 
Alex Stewart (on the 
other side of Simon 
Idiens), leader 
Simon Idiens and 
Graham Wilcock, 
�4�Q�N�[���$�G�C�W�O�Q�P�V���C�P�F��
�9�K�N�N���4�Q�D�G�T�V�U�����6�C�[�N�Q�T��
�5�E�Q�V�V���C�P�F���6�G�T�T�[��
Fletcher. 
SUE BOLT COLLECTION

MAIN PICTURE: 
The classic Simon’s 
Sircus top shot — 
six Sea Vixen FAW2s 
in close formation 
�K�P���C���N�Q�Q�R���Q�X�G�T��
�;�G�Q�X�K�N�V�Q�P�����V�T�C�K�N�K�P�I��
�Y�K�P�I�V�K�R���X�Q�T�V�K�E�G�U����
DAVE HENRY COLLECTION
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D
espite de Havilland’s mighty 
Sea Vixen having equipped 
four front-line Royal Navy 
squadrons and serving for 

13 years, only two aerobatic teams 
ever employed the type. Both, in the 
best naval traditions, had somewhat 
enigmatic names. Fred’s Five was 
formed in 1962 by 766 Squadron, 
� ying the Sea Vixen FAW1, its name 
derived from the nickname of its 
leader, Lt Cdr Peter Reynolds. Then, 
in 1968, another Yeovilton-based Sea 
Vixen unit set up an aerobatic team 
to represent the navy for that year’s 
display season, to culminate with an 
appearance at the SBAC show at 
Farnborough in September. This 
time � ying a six-ship, the out� t was 
892 Squadron, its equipment the 
Sea Vixen FAW2 and the team 
Simon’s Sircus.

Early in 1968, 892 Squadron 
disembarked from the aircraft carrier 
HMS Hermes following a 
deployment that had taken the ship 
and its air group to the Middle 
and Far East. Eleven of 892’s 12 
Sea Vixen FAW2s launched from 
the carrier for the last time on 18 
February, a Sunday, to recover to 
their home base at RNAS Yeovilton. 
The squadron knew that its time on 
the Sea Vixen was nearly up, as 892 

had been selected as the � rst — and, 
in the event, the only — front-line 
Royal Navy unit to form on the 
McDonnell Douglas Phantom FG1. 
The � rst examples of this F-4 variant, 
speci� cally designed for Royal Navy 
use, were already � ying in the States 
and their trans-Atlantic delivery 
� ights were planned for a few months 
hence. As a result, 892’s disbandment 
date prior to re-forming on the 
Phantom was not yet set in stone, but 
the expectation on the squadron was 
for several months of quiet, shore-
based � ying training.

Following a period of leave, the 
squadron got back into the rhythm of 
� ying from Yeovilton from 14 March. 
While it was all but certain that 892 
would not embark again with the Sea 
Vixen, it was to remain very much 
operational until its disbandment. 
The squadron ‘boss’ was Lt Cdr 
Simon Idiens, whose qualities both as 
a leader and as a pilot are still talked 
of more than 45 years after his tragic 
death in Phantom XT876 on 10 
January 1972.

It was one day in late February 
1968 that Simon Idiens had walked 

 It was one of the most spectacular of all British military jet display teams: 
six Fleet Air Arm de Havilland Sea Vixens in close formation. Fifty years 
on, we talk to former members of the fondly remembered Simon’s Sircus 



ABOVE:  
A near-perfect stack 

�Q�H���‚�X�G���5�K�O�Q�P�o�U��
�5�K�T�E�W�U���5�G�C���8�K�Z�G�P��
�(�#�9���U�����Y�K�V�J���V�J�G��

�N�G�C�F�G�T�o�U���:�0����������������
�P�G�C�T�G�U�V���V�J�G���E�C�O�G�T�C����

DAVE HENRY COLLECTION
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into the crew room and announced, 
as solo pilot Dave Henry remembers, 
“Right, we’ve been given our orders 
for the summer. We’re going to form 
an aerobatic team”. The news came as 
a shock to 892’s aircrew, as none had 
any relevant aerobatic experience and 

the Sea Vixen was not the obvious 
mount for such a team. The squadron 
was to be resized to re�ect its new 
responsibilities. Aircraft numbers 
were reduced to six, a �gure later 
increased to seven; if the team was to 
mount a six-ship display, it absolutely 
needed at least one spare.

Henry’s observer Pete Hardy 
recalls, “Simon was a very good pilot 
and a thoroughly nice bloke. In a 
round-the-bar discussion, if you were 
asked who the best Sea Vixen pilots 
of the time were, his name would 
always be in the top �ve.

“Let me give you an example. His 
senior observer, who left just after the 
squadron disembarked from Hermes, 
was the very experienced Lt Cdr 
Ian ‘Colonel’ Kitchen. We were off 
Aden at the time and Ian had 997 
deck landings. Simon decreed, at the 
end of a particular sortie — he was 
leading a four-ship — that the other 
three land on and he should have 
the last 10 minutes. He did three 
approaches and rollers, which counted 
as deck landings, and they were all 
very impressive with tight circuits. 
Each one was exactly on the target 
wire, as was the �nal one. Afterwards, 

in the debrief, he said that no-one 
in the crew room should try doing 
what he did that afternoon. It wasn’t 
dangerous, but it was the kind of 
thing an experienced night pilot 
might copy and come to grief on. He 
was very much the master of his art.”

Six crews were selected to remain 
on the squadron from the previous 
�gure of 10-and-a-half — 10 full 
crews plus the executive of�cer as an 
11th pilot. Several aircrew had arrived 
relatively recently on the squadron 
and needed to go on and gather 
more experience, so were posted out 
to other front-line Sea Vixen units. 
Then there were those pilots and 
observers best described as ‘mid-term’ 
guys, who had been on the squadron 
for a year or two. As Tim Miles, the 
observer in the number three aircraft, 
remembers, they “more or less picked 
themselves. But they also had to  
be volunteers.”

Tim Bolt had joined 892 fairly 
recently as senior pilot and was a 
clear choice to stay on as deputy team 
leader. Roly Beaumont (the ‘Roly’ 
being an allusion to ‘Roly’ Beamont, 
the English Electric test pilot) was 
a �rst-tourist but had the requisite 
hours and experience. The same went 
for Alex Stewart and Taylor Scott, 
while Dave Henry, the air warfare 
instructor, was one of the most 
experienced pilots on the squadron. 
Thus were selected the members of 
the team: six pilots and six observers. 
Two of the observers, Will Roberts 
and Tim Miles, were RAF navigators 
on exchange tours. There were no 
‘spare’ aircrew; if somebody went sick, 
the team would just have to drop an 
aircraft from its routine. At the same 
time, the number of engineers and 
maintainers was similarly cut to re�ect 
the reduced aircraft complement.

Discussion was rife regarding a 
suitable name for the new team. 
Suggestions were made, some for 
a slightly irreverent name in the 
tradition of Fred’s Five. One such 
idea that failed to �y was Idiens’ 
Idiots, before Simon Idiens himself 
came up with the idea of Simon’s 
Circus. While generally agreed as the 
best proposal, someone pointed out 
that the initials ‘SC’ did not look or 
sound quite right, so the spelling was 
changed to the alliterative Simon’s 
Sircus. This was long before the 
advent of Word and spellcheckers, 
to which ‘Sircus’ still presents a 
challenge, but it did allow the 
elongated initials ‘SS’ to appear in a 
design on the squadron tie.

THE LINE-UP
�0�W�O�D�G�T���� Pilot Lt Cdr Simon Idiens (leader) 
 Observer Lt Cdr Graham Wilcock

�0�W�O�D�G�T���� Pilot Lt Roly Beaumont  
 Observer Fg Off Will Roberts, RAF

�0�W�O�D�G�T����  Pilot Lt Cdr Tim Bolt (deputy leader) 
 Observer Fg Off Tim Miles, RAF

�0�W�O�D�G�T���� Pilot Lt Alex Stewart 
 Observer Sub Lt Mark Jenkins

�0�W�O�D�G�T���� Pilot Sub Lt Taylor Scott 
 Observer Lt Terry Fletcher 

�0�W�O�D�G�T���� Pilot Lt Dave Henry (solo aircraft) 
 Observer Sub Lt Pete Hardy

�#�K�T�E�T�C�H�V XN650/301 (usually the leader’s aircraft) 
 XN705/302 
 XJ604/303 
 XN690/304 (the normal solo aircraft) 
 XN694/305 
 XJ609/306 
 XN687/307

SIMON’S SIRCUS



ABOVE:  
Is this the only 
colour photo of 
aircrew wearing the 
distinctive Simon’s 
�5�K�T�E�W�U���[�G�N�N�Q�Y���ƒ�[�K�P�I��
suit? Tim Miles 
is pictured atop 
the crew ladder 
of a US Navy F-4 
Phantom at Point 
Mugu, California in 
1976/77. 
TIM MILES COLLECTION

TOP LEFT:  
An immaculate 
six-Sea Vixen 
formation during a 
photo-shoot out of 
Yeovilton. 
KEY COLLECTION

ABOVE LEFT:  
�6�J�G���‚�P���D�C�F�I�G�Y�Q�T�M��
on 892 Squadron’s 
Sea Vixens for the 
1968 display season 
featured a stylised 
�D�N�C�E�M���Q�W�V�N�K�P�G�F��
yellow vixen’s head 
with an arrowhead 
�D�Q�F�[�����U�W�R�G�T�K�O�R�Q�U�G�F��
upon a yellow full 
moon. 
DEB INGLEFIELD COLLECTION
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There is, perhaps inevitably, a 
degree of competition between 
aerobatic teams. In the spring of 
1968, the RAF Red Arrows were 
into their fourth season, on the 
diminutive Gnat T1. Simon’s Sircus, 
with its task of representing the 
Royal Navy through the summer of 
1968, used the altogether larger and 
heavier Sea Vixen. The commentary 
to a contemporary newsreel noted, 
for once without exaggeration, “The 
Vixen weighs 20 tons, no less. As we 
watch this navy display, it’s only fair to 
remember that one of those aeroplanes 
is the equivalent weight of �ve of the 
Gnats, as �own by the RAF’s aerobatic 
display team, the Red Arrows.”

Thought was given as to how 
Simon’s Sircus could assert its own 
identity, and the idea of coloured 
�ying suits was born. The impeccable 
logic went along the lines of, ‘If the 
Red Arrows have red, we should have 
black, or something distinctive’. Miles 
recalls, “I had a friend, a civilian, who 
lived near Lee-on-Solent and who 
worked for a company in Gosport 
that made the service �ight suits. 
They were green for the navy, and 
blue for the air force. I asked him 

if there was any way we could do a 
coloured �ying suit. He went to see 
his management and they came back 
saying, ‘Look, to obtain the green 
colour we use blue and yellow dyes: 
we actually go through a yellow phase 
�rst’. So if we stopped there, we could 
have a yellow suit. Whether they just 
said they’d do it or whether they �rst 
checked with the MoD I don’t know. 
My friend asked me what colour I 
wanted the zips and I thought red 
would be good. I had become a little 
bit involved, and I warned the boss, 
‘I’ve arranged some coloured suits’.

“Then the box arrived. Twelve 
yellow suits, all standard �t — we 
didn’t have any tailored sizes. The 
boss said, ‘We can’t wear those’, but 
we added rank tabs and the badges.”

Suitably distinctive, the aircrew 
wore their new yellow �ying suits for 
shows throughout the 1968 season, 
although all too few spectators had 
the chance to see them as most 
displays would be �own from — and 
back to — Yeovilton. Nevertheless, 
Hardy says, “We used to turn up 
at various air stations in yellow 

and people would call for the 
management. They were a bit garish.”

The red and yellow team patch, 
worn proudly on the �ying suit 
with its MoD markings, carried the 
wording ‘Simon’s Sircus’ and ‘1968’. 
At its centre was the stylised head 
of (what else?) a vixen in black. The 
boss’s wife Deb made bright blue 
scarves for the team.

The Sircus’s seven Sea Vixens 
received no special paintwork for the 
1968 display season. Each remained 
in the standard Fleet Air Arm 
scheme of extra dark sea grey upper 
surfaces and white undersides, with 
the squadron marking and tail code 
‘VL’ for Yeovilton on the �n and 
side numbers in the range 301-307 
on the nose. The under-wing drop 
tanks had their forward part painted 
red, although this feature pre-dated 
the Simon’s Sircus era. 892’s previous 
squadron marking had been more 
cartoon-like and featured a black fox’s 
(vixen’s) head superimposed upon a 
yellow crescent moon. By 1968, this 
had been replaced by a larger design 
with a stylised black-outlined-yellow 
vixen’s head with an arrowhead body, 
now superimposed on a yellow full 

  We used to 
turn up at various 
air stations in 
yellow �ying 
suits and people 
would call for the 
management. They 
were a bit garish  




































































































































































