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eijing’s military parade celebrating 
the establishment of the People’s 
Republic of China on October 1 is 

never short of surprises and this year – marking 
China’s 70th anniversary – was no exception. 
Among hardware on show was a previously 
unseen drone, apparently a reconnaissance 
UAV designated WZ-8. Clearly designed for 
high-altitude, supersonic performance, the 
triangular-shaped WZ-8 was quickly compared 
with America’s Cold War-era D-21. That’s 
not quite an accurate comparison – it seems 
the Chinese drone is powered by a pair of 
liquid-fuel rockets rather than a ramjet.
I spoke to Chinese aerospace expert and 

AFM contributor Andreas Rupprecht, who 
noted that, in contrast to the GJ-11 Sharp 
Sword UCAV, the WZ-8s displayed in Beijing 
appear to be operational examples, not 
mock-ups. “The WZ-8 was first mentioned in 
September 2015 and since then it had been 

speculated that an unmanned supersonic 
vehicle developed by the 611 Institute/Chengdu 
Aircraft Industrial Group had been tested.”
Available evidence suggests the vehicle 

is carried under a modified H-6 bomber, 
before climbing to its operational altitude of 
more than 98,425ft (30,000m) and cruising 
at Mach 3+. “After its supersonic flight 
the vehicle is said to glide back to base 
and land safely, another major difference 
to the US system,” Rupprecht added.
Satellite imagery from Malan air base posted 

in June 2018 suggests the new UAV may 
have entered service already. Rupprecht’s 
imagery analysis indicates the operator is 
the 30th Air Regiment – flying the H-6M. 
Part of the Eastern Theatre Command, the 
unit faces Taiwan and Japan – another hint 
at this enigmatic drone’s possible role.
We’ve got some terrific news for subscribers 

this month with the launch of our long-

awaited companion website – Key.Aero. We 
hope to make this your one-stop website 
for all things aviation and bring you more 
AFM more often – wherever you are around 
the globe… and much more besides.
Our subscribers will be given first 

access to Key.Aero free of charge, so 
turn to page 99 now to find out more.
As ever, we really do want your 

feedback as we continue to promote 
online our proud heritage of being ‘by 
enthusiasts for enthusiasts’. So please 
get in touch to tell us what you think.

Thomas Newdick
Email at: 
edafm@keypublishing.com
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Two of the new WZ-8 UAVs were shown on trucks 
during the parade, sporting a dark colour scheme 
and light grey PLAAF markings. via China Defens e Forum
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