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Welcome

H
ello and welcome to your February 
issue. As the excess and excitement of 
the festive period fades, you can rely 
on Airliner World  to deliver a healthy 
serving of the tastiest treats from 

across the commercial aviation scene. Whether 
your preference is for Japanese, American, 
Middle Eastern or African delights, we’ve got 
you covered, as we scour the globe to gather 
historical insights, exclusive interviews and 
razor-sharp analysis. 

One of my personal highlights this month is 
our visit to Larnaca in Cyprus as we join the final 
commercial service of British Airways’ Boeing 
767. In recent years this widebody workhorse 
has felt overlooked and underloved, relegated 
to high-density domestic and European routes. 
However as you’ll discover, the jet enjoys a 
colourful and proud history, not to mention 
a loyal and passionate band of devotees who 
couldn’t bid farewell without giving the aircraft 
a noble send-off. In a fitting tribute, we hear 
first-hand from those who flew one of the most 
versatile jets of the era as she takes to the skies 
with the British flag carrier for the last time.

As we close one chapter of modern aviation, 
another duly opens. Over the past few weeks, 
Airliner World  team members have been regular 

visitors to Airbus’ headquarters in Toulouse as we 
monitor the progress of the A330neo project. As 
the first -800 example completes its test flight and 
the -900 is delivered to launch customer TAP Air 
Portugal, we crunch the numbers and ask where 
the future lies for this crowded corner of the market. 
Cutting through the hype, we speak candidly to 
key figures involved in the development of the 
new variants to gain a better understanding of how 
Airbus is positioning its latest twin-aisle aircraft in 
the ongoing battle with the Boeing 787 Dreamliner.  

On a final note, the team and I really enjoy hearing 
from our global audience. We read every message we 
receive and endeavour to reply where possible, be it 
feedback on a particular feature, or something that you 
think should be on our radar for 2019. While e-mail 
and social media are of course the most efficient way 
to reach us, if you’ve got a spare postage stamp left 
over from sending your Christmas cards why not 
get in touch the old fashioned way? As always, full 
contact details can be found on page 98 towards the 
back of the issue. 

THIS PHOTO: A Thai Airways 
Airbus A380 leaves a long 
contrail as it cruises through 
international airspace. 
AIRTEAMIMAGES.COM/
ROMAN BECKER
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TAP Reveals 
US Expansion Plans

TAP AIR Portugal has outlined plans to 
double its operations to North America. 
To kick start the project, the Portuguese 
flag carrier will add two new nonstop 
services to the United States this 
year from its Lisbon hub. The first, to 
Chicago/O’Hare, is due to start on June 
1, with the second to Washington/Dulles 
set to connect the two capitals from 
June 16. Both new services will fly five 
times a week. 
“We have ten gateways in Brazil with 

service from Portugal and we believe we 
can support the same number to the US. 
We have several more destinations in 
North America in our planning” remarked 
TAP CEO Antonoaldo Neves. “The USA 
[is] already TAP’s third major market 
worldwide and has great potential for 
further growth.”
The national carrier has been growing 
strongly in recent years, flying more than 
14 million passengers in 2017 and adding 
new routes to its European network.

THE BRITISH government has outlined 
aviation arrangements with ten 
nations for post-Brexit flights. They 
include an ‘open skies’-style deal with 
the United States and Canada.
The UK Department for Transport 
(DfT) said the move would allow 
airlines to continue operations as 
usual between key countries after 
Brexit. In addition to the North 
American agreements, further 
settlements have been reached 
with authorities in Albania, Georgia, 
Iceland, Israel, Kosovo, Montenegro, 
Morocco and Switzerland.
In terms of economic impact, the most 
significant of the deals is with the 
United States where flights between 
the two countries currently operate 
under a US-EU open skies treaty.

Speaking on November 28 as the 
US deal was announced, Britain’s 
Secretary of State for Transport Chris 
Grayling said: “The UK and United 
States have a special relationship 
which has helped shape the modern 
world and there is no better example 
of this than in aviation. This new 
arrangement and those concluded 
with eight [later to be nine including 
Canada] other countries around 
the world are proof that the UK will 
continue to be a major player on the 
world stage after we leave the EU.”
Under the arrangement, majority-
owned carriers from the EU operating 
between the UK and US will be 
allowed to continue to fly existing 
services on condition they remain 
owned and controlled by EU/EEA 

nationals or UK nationals.
One of the airlines most vulnerable 
to any turbulence in the transatlantic 
market is British Airways (BA). Willie 
Walsh, CEO of parent International 
Airlines Group (IAG), was cautiously 
optimistic in his analysis: “It’s critical 
that Britain maintains full access to 
international aviation markets, so it 
can continue to develop its global 
trading links. This agreement is a 
significant positive development 
which we welcome. The agreement, 
which closely follows the Model US 
Open Skies Agreement, facilitates 
strong competition and is clearly 
pro-consumer.”
Just days after reaching a pact with 
Washington, details of a similar 
arrangement with Canada followed. 

The deal will permit airlines from both 
Canada and the UK to continue their 
existing operations, and provides “full 
flexibility” on certain agreed routes, 
including those via third countries. 
The agreement with Ottawa, part 
of Canada’s Blue Sky policy, also 
includes arrangements for cargo 
services and codeshares.
Canadian transport minister Marc 
Garneau commented: “The UK is 
one of our largest air travel markets, 
as well as a key trading partner and 
valued ally. This agreement is an 
expression of our robust longstanding 
air transport relationship, and it will 
continue to support tourism, trade 
and investment between Canada and 
the UK.” (Photo AirTeamImages.com/
Javier Guerrero)

UK Confirms Post-Brexit Aviation Deals

Flying BillboardAirbus A321-231 TC-JSU (c/n 6709) is the latest Turkish Airlines example 
to wear special markings, in this case promoting ‘The Lego Movie 2: 

The Second Part’.  SIERRA AVIATION PHOTOGRAPHY

Lufthansa and Turkish Airlines joint venture SunExpress has partnered with Universal Pictures 
to promote the newly released Christmas classic, The Grinch, via special markings applied to 
Boeing 737-8Z9 D-ASXA (c/n 28178). It is the second time the carrier and film studio have worked 
together following the ‘Minions’ logojet rolled out in 2017. JAVIER RODRÍGUEZ  

SunExpress 
Goes Green

Review
News
AIRLINER WORLD’SCOMPREHENSIVECOVERAGE OF WORLDWIDE NEWS
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News Review • Europe

GetJet Airlines of Lithuania has reached 
an agreement to acquire a Boeing 737-800 
on lease from Bratislava-based charter 
specialist Go2Sky. Confirming the deal on 
December 10, the Slovak carrier said the 
aircraft, OM-GTE (c/n 29925), will be based in 
Vilnius until November. Elsewhere, Go2Sky 
revealed it’s in “advanced discussions” to 
source a fourth 737-800 following the recent 
sale of its last remaining classic 737-400, 
OM-GTB (c/n 28882), to Air Vega Bulgaria. 

Thomas Cook Airlines has expanded its 
reach in the Caribbean and the Baltics 
after signing partnership agreements with 
Antigua-based LIAT and Latvian flag carrier 
airBaltic. The tie-ups add a further seven 
interline destinations to the European leisure 
giant’s global network and increase the total 
number of points served to 250 via its own 
in-house carriers and 52 partner airlines. 

Lufthansa has rolled out the first Airbus 
A380 in its new livery. The aircraft, D-AIMD 
(c/n 048) Tokyo, arrived at the German 
flag carrier’s Munich hub on December 12 
after spending three-and-a-half weeks 
in Guangzhou, China where it received 
the revamped colour scheme. More than 
45,210sq ft (4,200m�) of aircraft skin was 
repainted during the process; the new-
look crane logo carried on the tailfin has 
a diameter of “more than 6m” while the 
Lufthansa titles on the forward fuselage are 
“up to 1.9m” tall. (Photo Lufthansa)

Air Italy has outlined plans to launch four-
times weekly services from Milan/Malpensa 
to Los Angeles and San Francisco this spring. 
The new links, due to open on April 3 and 
10 respectively, double the Qatar Airways 
affiliate’s US network to four destinations, 
including New York and Miami.  

Norwegian is set to overhaul part of its 
transatlantic network under its summer 
2019 flying programme. 
On March 31, the low-cost carrier will 
switch its existing Gatwick-based Fort 
Lauderdale and Oakland services to Miami 
and San Francisco respectively, “reflecting 
customer demand and the increased cargo 
capabilities these airports offer Norwegian 
Cargo.” 
These changes are in addition to 11 other 
long-haul routes from the London hub, 
including a new four-times weekly link to 
Rio de Janeiro/Galeão and twice-weekly 
connections to Tampa, along with a daily 
connection to Buenos Aires and increased 
frequencies to New York/JFK. 

Belgian leisure carrier VLM Airlines 
(Brussels) has filed for bakruptcy after 
running into financial difficulties. The carrier 
was created in 2017 by Sino-Dutch firm SHS 
Aviation from the renmants of Thomas Cook 
Airlines Belgium before being sold to Dutch 
investors in early 2018. Its sole aircraft, 
Airbus A321-231 OO-SBA (c/n 2730) was 
returned to its lessor on December 8. 

in briefFlybe Confirms Takeover Talks
FLYBE HAS confirmed it is in talks 
about a potential takeover by Virgin 
Atlantic. The formal sale process was 
announced by the Exeter-based carrier 
on November 14 (see Airliner World, 
January 2019) as it attempts to shore up 
its balance sheet.
In a market statement, Virgin confirmed 
it is “reviewing its options in respect 
of Flybe which range from enhanced 
commercial arrangements to a possible 
offer for Flybe.” For its part, the regional 
airline added there was no certainty at 

this stage that an offer would be made.
Despite the ongoing uncertainty 
regarding its ownership, Flybe’s day-
to-day operations are unaffected, with 
several network changes unveiled 
in early December, including an extra 
daily rotation between Edinburgh 
and Heathrow and a new link from 
Newcastle to London City. The carrier 
is also switching its service between 
Newquay and Gatwick to neighbouring 
Heathrow from March 31 and increasing 
the frequency to four-times daily.

Heathrow CEO John Holland-Kaye 
welcomed the move: “We are delighted 
to secure a more regular service to 
Newquay, connecting exporters from 
Cornwall to global markets through 
Heathrow and making it easier for 
inward investors, tourists and students 
from all over the world to get there.”
Flybe’s Newquay link is flown under by 
a subsidised Public Service Obligation 
(PSO) agreement which, it is understood, 
will be extended to accommodate the 
change in route and frequency. 

Icelandic Tie-up  Shelved 
ICELANDAIR GROUP has walked 
away from a potential deal to acquire 
WOW air. The move was confirmed 
in a statement to the Icelandic stock 
exchange on November 29, just days 
after the flag carrier had warned that 
pre-conditions for a shareholders’ 
meeting on the matter were unlikely 
to be met. “That situation remains 
unchanged,” the group confirmed. 
“Therefore, it is unlikely that the board 
of directors of Icelandair Group can 

recommend to the shareholders that 
they agree to the purchase agreement.”
Icelandair’s interim president and CEO 
Bogi Nils Bogason explained that the 
management teams of both airlines 
had “worked on this project in earnest” 
but confirmed the planned acquisition 
“will not go through.” He added that 
the decision – agreed mutually by both 
parties – “is certainly disappointing.” 
WOW air CEO and founder Skúli 
Mogensen noted: “It was clear at the 

outset that it was an ambitious task to 
complete all the conditions of the share 
purchase agreement in this short period.”
The two Reykjavík-based airlines were 
optimistic a deal could be reached after 
signing a share purchase agreement 
on November 5 (see Airliner World, 
January 2019), under which Icelandair 
was to purchase its low-cost rival 
outright, a move that would have given 
the combined group a 3.8% share in the 
transatlantic market.

Virgin Debuts  New Cabin

VIRGIN ATLANTIC has unveiled the 
first of its fully refurbished Airbus 
A330-200s. The aircraft, G-VMNK 
(c/n 403), is the first of four to receive 
this cabin upgrade, which includes a 
revamped premium and upper class 
offering, along with a refreshed look 
for economy (see Airliner World, 
October 2018).
Daniel Kerzner, vice president of 
customer experience at Virgin 
Atlantic, commented: “I’m thrilled to 
see the first of our fully refurbished 
A330-200s arrive into our fleet and 

looking amazing. Initial response from 
our customers and our people has 
been fantastic.”
The Airbus is one of the four former 
Air Berlin examples drafted into 
service by the carrier earlier this year 
to provide “extra resilience in light of 
the global industry shortage of Trent 
1000 engines, used on the airline’s 
Boeing 787s.” Refits of the remaining 
three examples are expected to be 
completed by the end of January.  
Kerzner added: “These planes were 
introduced to protect our flying 

programme with a commitment to 
bring them up to our high standards 
with our unique Virgin Atlantic flair. 
The speed at which we’ve been able 
to totally transform these aircraft is 
phenomenal and is a true testament to 
our people and our passion to deliver a 
wow experience for our customers.”
The four aircraft will be based at 
London/Gatwick and Manchester and 
deployed on the carrier’s Caribbean 
network as well as to selected 
destinations in the US.  
(Photo Virgin Atlantic)

Lauda in Motion Vienna-based budget carrier Laudamotion has rolled 
out the first aircraft in its new livery. The former Turkish 
Airlines Airbus A320-232, OE-LOB (c/n 2928), 
visited Palma de Mallorca on November 
25, just days after its delivery to the 
Ryanair affiliate.  JAVIER RODRÍGUEZ



News Review • CIS

E2 Debut for  Air Astana
AIR ASTANA has taken delivery of 
its first Embraer E190-E2, becoming 
the maiden operator of the type in 
the CIS and just the second globally 
after launch customer Widerøe. 
The Kazakh flag carrier’s first of five 
examples, P4-KHA (c/n 19020012), has 
been leased from AerCap and was 
officially unveiled at Astana/Nursultan 
Nazarbayev on December 14. It carries 

a striking snow leopard-themed livery, 
part of the airline’s broader efforts to 
raise the profile of the endangered 
wild cat which is native to the mountain 
range of southern Kazakhstan.
Embraer Commercial Aviation president 
and CEO John Slattery said 
the Brazilian firm was 
“honoured” to 
be delivering 

“this ‘wildcat’ to our good friends 
at Air Astana”. He added: “For a 
manufacturer, there is no better 
reward than to see a customer’s 
business continuously growing with 
our products. Air Astana’s decision 

to embrace the E2 
programme is a further 

measure of trust in 
Embraer and in 

the E-Jets family of commercial aircraft.”
The incoming E2 made its commercial 
debut on the Astana to Almaty trunk 
route on December 19, kicking off a fleet 
renewal programme that will see the 
carrier replace the older examples of its 
nine-strong E190 fleet with the latest-
generation E-Jet. Deliveries of the four 
remaining aircraft, ordered in 2017, are 
expected this year. (Photo Air Astana)
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Tankolet Returns
BELAVIA HAS applied a stunning 
special livery to Embraer ERJ-195LR 
EW-400PO (c/n 19000668) as part 
of its continuing partnership with 
Belarusian software developer 
Wargaming. The aircraft, which has 

been renamed ‘Tankolet’, is the second 
example to promote the popular online 
game World of Tanks after Boeing 
737-3Q8, EW-254PA (c/n 26294), 
which was repainted in 2016. (Photo 
AirTeamImages.com/Alexander Mishin)

Here WeGo
WEGO AIR is the name of a new Russian 
carrier hoping to launch services 
in April. The airline is, according to 
website Russian Aviation Insider, 
backed by Ramport Aero, the operator 
of Zhukovsky International Airport, 
together with and Lithuania’s Aviation 
Solutions Group (ASG). 
Few details of the new venture 
have been made public, though it is 
expected the start-up will be based 
at the Moscow facility and will initially 

fly charter services with a fleet of four 
Airbus A320s leased from Latvian 
ACMI specialist and ASG affiliate 
SmartLynx. 
It is also understood the new airline 
will acquire an existing Air Operator 
Certificate rather than undertake 
the lengthy processing of acquiring 
its own licence, which includes 
the mandatory requirement to fly 
domestically for two years before 
international approval is granted. 

More Changes 
at Aeroflot

RUSSIAN LOW-COST carrier Pobeda has 
taken a step closer to firming up an order 
for 20 Boeing 737 MAX 8s after receiving 
the green light from parent Aeroflot. 
The move, agreed at a board meeting 
on December 13, is expected to see the 
budget operator acquire five examples 
from lessor GE Capital Aviation Services 
(GECAS), together with a further 15 
from SMBC Aviation Capital. Deliveries 
are provisionally planned to start in 
November and run until late 2021. 
The incoming aircraft will complement 
Pobeda’s existing 24-strong fleet of 
Next-Generation 737-800s and are a 
key element of Aeroflot’s aggressive 
‘100 By 100’ five-year expansion 
programme, rolled out on November 1 
and under which the combined group 
hopes to be carrying 100m customers 
by its centenary in 2023 (see Airliner 
World, January 2019). The no-frills 

subsidiary is poised to play a starring 
role in this new strategy with plans to 
grow by an estimated 34% per year 
over the course of the initiative to 30m 
passengers per annum. 
Elsewhere, Aeroflot is set to further 
delay the delivery of its Airbus A350s 
until late next year. The initial batch of 
eight XWBs (from a total commitment 
for 28) were due to arrive in 2018 but 
will be postponed for a second time as 
the airline moves to manage its short-
term capacity. Releasing its nine-month 
financial results in early December, 
the carrier confirmed there will be 
no net increase to its fleet this year 
– the 24 aircraft Aeroflot is planning 
to add during 2019 (two widebodies, 
ten single aisle and 12 regional jets) 
will be like-for-like replacements for 
older examples that will be withdrawn. 
(Photo Airbus)
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News Review • Africa/Middle East

Silverstone Adds  Dash 8-300

Double Milestone  for Emirates
EMIRATES IS celebrating ten years of 
Airbus A380 operations at London’s 
Heathrow Airport. The first scheduled 
service from Dubai by the superjumbo 
was on December 1, 2008. Since then, 
the airline reports it has carried more 
than 12.3m passengers on 14,581 
flights, covering a distance of over 
49,830,863 miles (80,195,000km).
Commenting on the milestone, 
Emirates’ divisional vice-president, 
UK, Richard Jewsbury, said: “With 
its superior standards of inflight 
comfort and luxury from First Class 

right through to Economy Class, the 
Emirates A380 has been the front 
runner of the industry and we look 
forward to welcoming even more 
passengers to experience the A380’s 
iconic onboard offering in the years 
to come.’’
Emirates now operates six A380 
rotations each day from Heathrow 
to Dubai, carrying more than 3,000 
passengers to the UAE and beyond. 
The carrier is also the world’s largest 
operator of the A380 aircraft and is 
widely considered to be a key driver 

behind the type’s longer-term survival.
The Heathrow A380 anniversary came 
in the same week as Emirates took 
delivery of its final Boeing 777-300ER, 
registered A6-EQP (c/n 42363). The 
Dubai-based carrier has received 
an astonishing 145 of the type from 
the US manufacturer, making it the 
world’s largest operator of the variant. 
While this is the airline’s last 777-300, 
more than 100 next-generation 777Xs 
remain on order from Boeing, with 
deliveries starting in 2020. 
(Photo Wikimedia Commons/ Eluveitie)

RAM to Join  oneworld
GLOBAL AVIATION alliance oneworld 
has announced Royal Air Maroc 
(RAM) as its latest member-elect. The 
Moroccan flag carrier is expected to 
join the organisation in 2020, with 
RAM’s regional subsidiary Royal Air 
Maroc Express also joining at the same 
time as a oneworld affiliate member. 
Prior to the announcement, RAM 
was the largest unaligned operator 
in Africa, carrying more than 7.3m 
passengers in 2017 on a fleet of 55 
aircraft. While South Africa’s Comair, 
which flies as a franchisee of British 

Airways, has been a oneworld affiliate 
since the alliance launched in 1999, 
RAM will be the first full member 
from Africa. The news comes amid 
speculation that Qatar Airways 
may consider withdrawing from the 
organisation unless relationships 
between some of the member partners 
improve. The Doha-based carrier’s 
group chief executive, Akbar Al Baker, 
has accused airlines of “blocking” 
tactics as part of a long-running 
disagreement regarding access to key 
markets. (Photo oneworld)

Ghana Selects 
Ethiopian 
Airlines

ETHIOPIAN AIRLINES has signed a 
memorandum of understanding with the 
Ghanaian government to help develop a 
new national airline for the west African 
country. The Addis Ababa-based carrier 
will be strategic partner as part of the 
deal signed in early December between 
Ghana’s aviation minister, Joseph Kofi 
Adda, and Ethiopian’s CEO Tewolde 
GebreMariam. Should discussions 
progress as expected, it is hoped the 
new airline could begin commercial 
operations before the end of 2019. 
Ghana has been without a national 
carrier since the demise of state-owned 
Ghana Airways and the subsequent 
collapse of Ghana International Airlines 
in May 2010. 
In a separate development, Ethiopian 
has announced that the launch of its 
newest route between Addis Ababa/
Bole and Istanbul has been postponed. 
The airline cited “delays in the issuance 
of operating permit and landing slots” 
by the Turkish aviation authorities as 
the cause. The first flight was due on 
December 5. However, this was pushed 
back to March 4, using a Boeing 737-
800 for the 5hr 30min journey.

Kenyan domestic carrier 
Silverstone Air Services has 
added its first de Havilland 
Canada Dash 8-300. The 
aircraft, currently registered 
2-META, is pictured here on 
the approach to Glasgow/
Prestwick in Scotland during 
its ferry flight from Canada. 
The turboprop joins the carrier's 
fleet of Dash 8-100s and Fokker 50s and will 
fly from the carrier’s base at Nairobi/Wilson. 
AIRTEAMIMAGES.COM / ROLF JONSEN
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News Review •Americas

UNITED AIRLINES will bolster its 
operations from San Francisco as part 
of a major international expansion from 
the Pacific hub. Among the new routes 
are daily services to Amsterdam/
Schiphol from March 30, three times 
weekly nonstop flights to Melbourne 
from October 29, and a seasonal 
service to New Delhi/Indira Gandhi 
from December 5, all operated by the 
Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner. In addition 
to new city pairs, the carrier is also 
adding frequencies to existing routes, 
including an extra four flights a week 
to Seoul/Incheon from April 1 using the 
777-200ER. Auckland and Tahiti/Fa’a’� 
meanwhile will see operations switch 
from seasonal to year-round. The latest 

developments, which are subject to 
government approval, will bring the 
number of international destinations 
served by United from San Francisco 
to 29 – an increase of 12 at the airport 
since 2013 – forming part of a wider 
expansion strategy by the Chicago-
based carrier. Speaking as the news 
was unveiled, United Airlines’ CEO 
Oscar Munoz remarked: “This route 
expansion solidifies United’s position 
at San Francisco as the gateway airline 
serving destinations across the Pacific, 
the continental United States, as well 
as to Europe and beyond. It serves 
as a fitting capstone to all our efforts 
that made 2018 a breakthrough year.” 
(Photo United)

Cayman’s MAX 8 Debut
CAYMAN AIRWAYS has received the first 
of four Boeing 737 MAX 8s. The aircraft, 
VP-CIW (c/n 63809), is currently the sole 
example of the type in service with a 
Caribbean operator and marks the latest 
stage of the carrier’s route expansion 
and fleet modernisation plans.
The four MAX 8s will replace the airline’s 
existing 737-300s and form part of an 
agreement reached between the firm 
and Air Lease Corporation (ALC).
The carrier’s president and chief 
executive Fabian Whorms remarked: 
“Cayman Airways is able to achieve the 

highest levels of efficiency with the 737 
MAX 8, along with unparalleled levels of 
reliability and comfort. In addition, the 
MAX’s incredible range opens up the 
potential for several new markets within 
the Americas.”
The aircraft incorporates CFM 
International LEAP-1B engines, 
Advanced Technology winglets and 
other enhancements to improve 
performance and reduce overall 
operating and MRO-related costs.
Ihssane Mounir, senior vice president 
of commercial sales and marketing 

for Boeing, commented: “We are 
delighted to open a new chapter in 
our partnership with Cayman Airways 
and ALC, and bring the 737 MAX to 
the Caribbean. The 737 MAX will 
help Cayman achieve significant 
improvement in performance and 
operating costs, while providing an 
even better flying experience for 
their passengers.”
Cayman Airways is due to add Denver, 
Colorado, to its network from March, 
following the introduction of the 737 
MAX 8, offering twice-weekly services.

Executive chairman of ALC, Steven F 
Udvar-Házy, added: “Cayman Airways 
is successfully modernising its fleet with 
the most technologically advanced, fuel-
efficient aircraft to enhance the airline’s 
overall operations, maximise customer 
comfort and bring a new standard of 
excellence for travellers to and from the 
Cayman Islands.”
The new arrivals from Boeing will 
complement Cayman Airways’ two 
34-seat Saab 340B+ aircraft which ply 
inter-island routes. 
(Photo Boeing)

United Plans San Fran 
Expansion

Frontier Boosts Denver Ops 
RAPID GROWTH at Denver continues 
for low-cost carrier Frontier Airlines 
with a further three nonstop routes 
announced. The company is set to fly 
from its Colorado hub to Baltimore/
Thurgood Marshall, Hartford/Bradley 
and Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood. 

The new flights are expected to be 
served by Airbus A320s from March. 
The latest additions bring the cities 
served by 'Denver's Hometown Airline' 
to 93, of which 37 were launched in 
the last 12 months, according to the 
budget carrier.

Swoop Into Jamaica 
CANADIAN ULCC Swoop has made its 
first flight to the Caribbean. 
The inaugural service from Hamilton/
John C Munro to Sangster/Montego 
Bay touched down in the holiday 
hotspot just after noon on December 
16, with a 100% load factor reported on 
board the Boeing 737-800. 
Swoop communications chief, Karen 

McIsaac, said: “Swoop is heading the 
charge to make international travel 
more affordable than ever before.” 
The seasonal routing is due to run until 
April 27, on a twice-weekly basis. The 
Calgary-based airline is also expanding 
its international footprint in Mexico, 
with Puerto Vallarta, Cancún and 
Mazatlán also due to join the network. 
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American Airlines has unveiled a selection 
of new services for the upcoming summer 
season. The US carrier reports it will launch 
18 new routes in 2019, with the majority of 
these serving peak months from May and 
June onwards. Notable additions to the 
roster include flights from Dallas/Fort Worth, 
Chicago/O’Hare and Los Angeles to Glacier 
Park in Montana, and new services linking 
Halifax/Stanfield with Philadelphia and New 
York/LaGuardia. Elsewhere, American will 
strengthen its European offering through a 
second daily rotation from Dallas/Fort Worth 
to both Madrid/Barajas and Paris/Charles 
de Gaulle between June 6 and October 27.  

The newly elected president of Mexico, 
Andrés Manuel López Obrador, has put the 
Mexican equivalent of Air Force One up for 
sale. During his election campaign, he had 
vowed never to set foot on the lavish Boeing 
787-8 Dreamliner if he was elected into 
office. “My face would be filled with shame 
if I board[ed] such a luxurious plane in a 
country with so much poverty” he remarked 
in September 2018. The aircraft, named 
José María Morelos y Pavón, was acquired 
in 2012 by the Mexican government for 
US$218m. It is understood the specially-
configured jet has been transferred to 
Victorville in southern California while a 
new owner is found. For his part, López 
Obrador has already been spotted by social 
media users travelling in economy class on 
scheduled services within Mexico.  

As part of an ongoing fleet expansion, 
EasyFly Colombia has accepted delivery 
of its second and third ATR 72-600s. The 
turboprops, registered HK-5292 (c/n 1520) 
and KG-5294 (c/n 1523), touched down in 
the Colombian capital after ferry flights 
from Toulouse. The new additions will 
help realise the carrier’s ambitious growth 
plans, with several new domestic routes 
launched within the last six months and 
more set to follow throughout 2019. 
(Photo EasyFly Colombia)

LATAM Airlines Brazil has announced 
a new nonstop service from São Paulo/
Guarulhos to Munich. Services will start on 
June 25 and operate four times each week 
using Boeing 767 aircraft with 191 seats 
in economy and 30 in business class. The 
Bavarian capital becomes LATAM’s second 
destination in Germany, after Frankfurt, and 
ninth in Europe. The announcement follows 
the launch in November of Avianca’s new 
route between Munich and the Colombian 
capital, with a five times weekly service 
using the 787-8 Dreamliner.  

Air Canada has unveiled its latest Maple 
Leaf Lounge. The new facility - located 
airside at St John's International Airport in 
Newfoundland and Labrador - boasts 77% 
more space than the lounge it replaced, 
with capacity for up to 84 guests. Highlights 
include panoramic views and furnishings by 
local designers. 

in briefFarewell to Allegiant MD-80s 
THE LAST of Allegiant Air’s McDonnell 
Douglas MD-80 series aircraft has 
been retired. To mark the occasion, 
flight G43 from Fresno Yosemite to 
Las Vegas/McCarran was selected 
for the final commercial service – a 
nod to the carrier’s first scheduled 

route in October 1998. The 26-year-
old narrowbody – N417NV (c/n 53347) 
delivered new to Scandinavian Airlines 
in March 1992 – was greeted with 
a traditional water cannon salute 
on arrival at McCarran, to mark the 
milestone. The retirement leaves 

Allegiant with an all-Airbus fleet of 
A319 and A320-200s, and Delta Air 
Lines and American Airlines as the final 
two major US carriers using the jet. 
(Photo Rutger Smulders/AvStock)

WESTJET HAS released the first 
images of its new Boeing 787-9. The 
example, C-GUDH (c/n 64974) is 
pictured straight out of the paint shop 
with a refreshed livery, representing 
the first of ten Dreamliners on order 
for the Calgary-based carrier. It is 
powered by two GE Aviaton GEnx-

1B engines and features a three-
class configuration with 276 seats in 
economy, 28 in premium economy 
and 16 in WestJet’s new business 
cabin. The latter is a strong signal the 
airline is moving away from its ‘no 
frills’ roots, with the new premium 
product boasting lie-flat beds in a 1-2-1 

layout, offering every passenger direct 
aisle access. Deliveries are expected 
to begin in the coming weeks, with 
international services between Calgary 
to London/Gatwick, Paris/Charles de 
Gaulle and Dublin among the first to 
be operated by the new aircraft this 
summer season. (Photo WestJet)

Caribbean 
Airlines

Fleet 
Overhaul

First Look at WestJet 787-9

A DEAL has been signed between 
Caribbean Airlines and Boeing to 
replace its current 737-800 fleet with 
12 737 MAX 8 aircraft. The flag carrier 
of�Trinidad and Tobago has operated 
previous generation 737s since 2007 
and currently has 12 of the type flying 
short-haul and regional services. The 

new examples will be powered by 
CFM International Leap-1B engines, 
and feature Boeing’s new winglet 
technology along with other airframe 
enhancements. The airline calculates 
the MAX 8 will provide up to 16% fuel 
savings compared with its current 
Boeing fleet. The carrier has opted 

for a three-class configuration for the 
MAX, seating up to 160 passengers. 
The additional range offered by the 
the new jets – up to 500nm (926km) 
further than the carrier’s existing 
aircraft – is expected to assist the 
airline in its continued expansion plans. 
(Photo Boeing)
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SCOOT IS set to take over 17 of 
SilkAir’s routes over the next two 
years, ahead of the latter’s merger 
with Singapore Airlines (SIA). 
Scoot will also transfer some its 
services to existing destinations 
operated by both SIA and SilkAir. The 
changes, expected between April and 
the second half of 2020, are the result 
of a detailed review to identify those 
airlines in the SIA Group portfolio that 

are best suited “to meet evolving 
customer demand”.
Goh Choon Phong, Singapore 
Airlines CEO, said: “We are now at 
the half-way mark in our three-year 
Transformation Programme, and this 
latest announcement represents 
another significant development. The 
route review will strengthen the SIA 
Group for the long term, with the right 
vehicles in our portfolio of airlines 

deployed to the right markets.”
Singapore Airlines announced last 
May that its regional subsidiary 
SilkAir is to undergo a significant 
investment programme to upgrade 
its cabin products ahead of its merger 
into SIA. The programme will see 
SilkAir’s cabins refitted with new lie-
flat business class seats and seat-
back in-flight entertainment systems 
installed in both business and economy 

cabins. The investments will ensure 
closer product and service consistency 
across the group’s full-service 
network, according to SIA. The route 
shuffle will result in aircraft changing 
operators, with Scoot expanding with 
the introduction of 14 Boeing 737-
800s from SilkAir, while the latter will 
continue to grow its own network with 
the delivery of 737 MAX 8s. (Photo 
AirTeamImages.com / Kok Chwee SIM)

Solomon Air lines 
Boosts Domestic Fleet

HONIARA-BASED SOLOMON Airlines is 
leasing a de Havilland Canada DHC-6-
300 Twin Otter for a six-month period. 
The move has been made to meet 
the traditional increase in demand for 
seats on the carrier’s domestic services 
across the archipelago during the festive 
season and the lead up to the national 
general election scheduled for March.
The turboprop, H4-MAX, arrived at the 
carrier’s base after a nine-hour delivery 
flight from Cairns, Queensland, which 

took the aircraft via a technical stop in 
Papua New Guinea. After landing it was 
pressed into immediate service on the 
airline’s extensive domestic network, 

which provides a vital lifeline to islanders 
who live on some of the 992 island 
that make up the archipelago. 
(Photo Solomon Airlines)

Jeju Orders 
40 737 MAX
JEJU AIR has placed a firm order 
for Boeing 737 Max 8 aircraft, in the 
largest single order from a Korean low-
cost carrier. The deal, valued at up to 
US$5.9bn at list prices, includes 40 
firm orders and ten options. The new 
type, due to be delivered between 
2022 and 2026, will be powered by 
CFM International Leap-1B engines. 
Airline managers stated in an investor 
presentation that the MAXs will 
provide significant savings in fuel and 
MRO costs compared with its existing 
fleet of 737-800s. The carrier has also 
revealed that some orders may later be 
boosted to the larger MAX 10.
Jeju Air president and chief 
executive, Seok-Joo Lee, said: 
“With Korea’s growing commercial 
aviation market, we are excited to 
take the next step in expanding our 
business with the 737 Max, a world-
class airplane that will allow us to 
improve our operations and continue 
to provide a safe and enjoyable 
experience for our passengers.”
Jeju Air currently offers 60 domestic 
and international routes with almost 
200 daily flights. It is a member of 
the Value Alliance, the Asian low-cost 
carrier alliance formed of eight carriers 
including Cebu Pacific and Nok Air.

Mickey Mouse  Logojet
To coincide with the 90th birthday of Walt Disney’s Mickey Mouse on November 18, Japan Airlines has unveiled Boeing 767-346ER, JA602J 
(c/n 32887) in this striking special celebratory livery. IAN SIMPSON
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Air Macau has signed lease agreements 
with Air Lease Corporation (ALC) for two 
Airbus A321neos. The jets will be powered 
by Pratt & Whitney PW1133G engines 
and will be taken from ALC’s current 
Airbus order book, with deliveries set for 
November and the first quarter of 2020. 
The carrier’s CEO Chen Hong remarked: 
“We are focused on continually enhancing 
and modernising our fleet with the very 
best aircraft available and these A321neos 
are key to optimising [that] development.”

AirAsia, Thien Ming Travel and Hai Au 
Aviation have signed a memorandum 
of co-operation regarding the creation 
of a low-cost carrier in Vietnam. Tony 
Fernandes, AirAsia Group CEO told 
reporters that the document reaffirms 
the commitment to making AirAsia in 
Vietnam happen. Last year [2017] all 
three companies signed a joint venture 
agreement and since then the Kuala 
Lumpur-based carrier has been bullish 
about the prospects of serving one of the 
fastest growing economies in Asia.

Lion Air Group subsidiary, Wings Air has 
taken delivery of a fourth ATR 72-600 under 
a lease agreement with TrueNoord. This is 
the culmination of a deal that has already 
seen the lessor integrate three aircraft into 
the carrier’s fleet in August, October and 
November. Edward Sirait, CEO of the Lion 
Air Group, said: “We are delighted to start 
a new relationship with TrueNoord and we 
look forward to expanding our commercial 
partnership over the coming years.”  
Wings Air focuses on domestic routes as 
well as serving as a feeder airline for the 
group in Indonesia. (Photo ATR)

Dublin-based Stellwagen Group has 
completed its first transaction in the 
Korean market in conjunction with Meritz 
Securities Korea. The deal involves 
acquiring a Boeing 777-300ER that is 
currently on lease to Qatar Airways. David 
Butler, Group CEO, Stellwagen Group, 
commented: “We are very pleased to have 
reached this agreement having recently 
opened [August 2018] our new branch 
office in Seoul. This first purchase is an 
indication of the opportunities that exist in 
the region and we look forward to gaining 
more business in due course.” 

Air New Zealand and Singapore Airlines 
state they are planning to deliver greater 
choice for travellers on each of their routes 
between Christchurch and Singapore from 
next December. The New Zealand flag carrier 
is planning to fly a five-times weekly seasonal 
service from December 1 through to February 
22, 2020 using newly reconfigured Boeing 
787 Dreamliners. Up to now, Singapore 
has been operating the seasonal service 
thrice weekly, in addition to its daily service 
between Christchurch and Singapore. The 
increase follows approval for the two airlines 
to extend their alliance for a further five years 
until March 2024. 

in brief

THE FIRST Airbus A380 for All Nippon 
Airways (ANA) has been rolled out of 
the company’s paint shop in Hamburg, 
Germany in an eye-catching Hawaiian 
green sea turtle livery.
ANA is the first customer in Japan to 
order the superjumbo and will take 
delivery of the first of three examples 
at the end of the first quarter. The 
incoming jet is expected to be 

introduced on the carrier’s popular 
Narita-Honolulu leisure route. 
ANA added that all three A380s will 
feature the sea turtle design, one 
painted blue, the second green and the 
third orange.
Airbus said the special livery is one 
of the most elaborate it has ever 
painted, taking 21 days for its team to 
cover the surface of the jet’s 38,750sq 

ft (3,600m�) skin using 16 different 
shades of colour. Cabin fitting will be 
completed before the aircraft enters 
the final phase of ground and flight 
testing before returning to Toulouse for 
delivery and ferry flight preparations.
By the end of November, the European 
manufacturer had delivered 232 
A380s, which are in service with 14 
airlines worldwide. (Photo Airbus)

Fleet 
Growth at

Vistara
INDIAN CARRIER Vistara, the joint 
venture between TATA Sons and 
Singapore Airlines, has signed long-
term lease agreements for nine 
Airbus A320neo and six A321neo 
aircraft from Air Lease Corporation. 
The incoming jets will be powered 
by CFM International LEAP-1A 
engines, with the A321neos being 
delivered from the first quarter 
of 2020 through to 2021. The 
A320neos are expected to follow 
between early 2021 and 2022. All 
15 examples will be taken from the 
lessor's outstanding order book 
with Airbus.
Kishore Korde, executive vice 
president of Air Lease Corporation, 
said: The A320neo and A321neo 
offer the most modern, fuel-
efficient new technology which 
will greatly enhance Vistara’s 
fleet operations and passenger 
experience. ALC looks forward to 
a long and successful relationship 
with Vistara as we work together 
to modernise and grow the airline.”

ANA Superjumbo 
Rolled Out

China Eastern 
Heads to Gatwick

CHINA EASTERN Airlines has launched 
a new route from London/Gatwick to 
Shanghai’s Pudong Airport, further 
expanding its route network for east 
Asia. The inaugural flight, served by 
Airbus A330-243 B-8226 (c/n 1655), 
departed Gatwick on December 7, 
bound for China’s largest city.
The new route – which will operate 
thrice weekly on Sundays, Tuesdays 
and Fridays – is set to provide 70,000 
seats and more than 3,700 metric 
tonnes of cargo capacity in both 
directions every year.
Guy Stephenson, Gatwick Airport’s 

chief commercial officer, commented 
on the route launch: “We’re pleased 
to welcome China Eastern to Gatwick 
for the first time and are delighted 
that our passengers now have direct 
access to everything that China’s 
largest city has to offer.”
Gatwick added the new Shanghai 
route is a response to an increase in 
demand from its customers for flights 
to China. The number travelling to the 
country from Gatwick grew by 54.3% 
year-on-year during the first half of the 
current financial year. 
(Photo Gatwick Airport)
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HONG KONG-based Cathay Pacific 
became the first carrier to operate 
the latest variant of the Airbus A350 
XWB, the -1000, into a UK airport. Its 
introduction on the daily Manchester 
service on December 1 comes in the 
same month that the airline celebrates 
the fourth anniversary of it restarting 
links to the North West hub. 
The inaugural trip was flown by its fifth 
A350-1000, B-LXE (c/n 225), which 
touched down at 6.30am.
Last June the carrier became the 
second airline, after Qatar Airways, to 
take delivery of the stretched variant 
(see Airliner World, September 2018, 
issue) and announced during the 
handover that Manchester featured 
high on its list of likely destinations 
for the -1000. It currently has eight 
examples in service, along with 22 
-900s, and is expecting to take delivery 
of a further 13 and six respectively 
by 2021.
After a period of familiarisation flying 
around Asia, Cathay launched the 
-1000’s first intercontinental service on 
September 15 to Washington DC, which 
is incidentally the carrier’s longest-ever 
non-stop flight – a distance of 8,153 
miles (13,122km). 
Cathay has reported it is deploying 
the A350-1000 to Manchester — in 
place of the A350-900 — initially on 
a seasonal basis, between December 

and February 28. It confirmed, however, 
that it will reassess this decision, and 
the aircraft performance on the route, 
before deciding whether to retain the 
-1000 year-round.
Since Cathay returned to Manchester in 
2014, traffic numbers have continued to 
grow, necessitating the need for bigger 
aircraft offering more seats and freight 
capacity – all of which endorses the 
carrier’s faith in the growing demand for 
flights to Hong Kong and beyond from 
North West England.
Cathay Pacific’s regional general 
manager Europe, James Ginns, told 
invited guests at Manchester: “The 

launch of this all-new airliner into the 
UK market reinforces the airline’s 
significant commitment to Europe. 
The jet offers more seats, more cargo 
space and a substantially higher 
payload capacity and the introduction 
of the -1000 on the route will further 
enable the growth of the ‘Northern 
Powerhouse’ by connecting more 
business and leisure travellers to Hong 
Kong, as well as to destinations across 
China and the Asia Pacific region. The 
A350’s excellent operating economics 
and state-of-the-art in-flight product 
will offer our customers an unsurpassed 
travel experience.”

Speaking at the launch on December 1, 
the UK’s International Trade Secretary, 
Dr Liam Fox MP, added: “As we look 
to build a balanced and globally 
competitive economy, our links with 
high growth markets will be critical. 
That is why the direct connectivity 
provided through routes like Cathay 
Pacific’s Manchester-Hong Kong service 
are so important. The use of the new 
A350-1000, with greater capacity will 
make it easier for businesses to access 
both markets, allowing our trading ties 
to strengthen.”

Making an Xtra Difference
The A350-1000 is the latest and largest 
member of the A350 XWB family and is 
aimed at the 350-400-seat long-haul 
market. The variant is 40% larger than 
its sibling, the -900, and has a 23ft (7m) 
longer fuselage. The -1000 employs a 
plethora of advanced and simplified 
systems, lightweight structures using 
carbon fibre reinforced polymer, as 
well as incorporating wing-morphing 
technology and efficient Rolls-Royce 
Trent XWB engines. These innovations, 
Airbus claims, will help deliver to airlines 
a 25% better economic performance 
over competitor aircraft. The -1000 also 
has a 95% commonality of spare parts 
with the -900 and shares the same type 
rating, reducing training and operating 
costs for carriers.

Cathay Pacific introduced the Airbus A350-1000 to its Manchester - 
Hong Kong route in December. Airliner World’sBarry Woods-Turner

travelled to the North West England hub to find out more.

Upsized Eff

Cathay Pacific currently operates a fleet of 30 Airbus A350s, consisting of eight -1000s and 22 -900s.  
AIRTEAMIMAGES/4X6ZK�MONI SHAFIR
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 Efficiency

In addition to the advantages that 
Airbus has introduced to the A350’s 
design and operating economics, 
most passengers will notice the 
biggest difference inside the aircraft. 
When boarding the A350-1000 you 
are immediately struck by the wide 
fuselage and flat walls that encompass 
the 221in (561cm) cabin diameter – 
which in turn offers airlines versatility 
in the configuration of their jets. This is 
particularly evident in the business class 
cabin where removing the centreline 
overhead stowage bins has added to 
the feeling of spaciousness.
Cathay Pacific has elected to configure 
its -1000 in a three-class layout with 
46 business class seats – with a 75in 
(190cm) long fully lie-flat bed in a 1-2-1 
reverse herringbone arrangement. This 
is an increase over the 38 in the -900, 
and reconfiguring the internal walls 
has made it possible to locate all 46 in 
a single cabin instead of having eight 
seats in a secondary area behind the 
rear galley.
Further back on the jet, the carrier has 
fitted 32 seats in a premium economy 
section, while towards the rear is the 
economy section with a further 256 
fitted in a comfortable nine-across set-
up. This is a pleasant surprise and is in 
contrast to the less spacious ten-abreast 
configuration achieved by airlines 
selecting new thinner seat products. 

Throughout their flight, passengers 
will enjoy the quietest cabin in its class 
and the lowest cabin altitude (6,000ft 
at cruise level) helping them to enjoy a 
more relaxed onboard atmosphere.
Travellers will not only feel the 
difference but will also see it, with 
the new full LED ambient lighting 
system that enables airlines to choose 
from a pallet of 16.7 million colours to 
create themed mood lighting through 
every phase of the journey. Lighting 
scenarios mimicking natural sunrise 
and sunset have been proven to help 
reduce the effects of jet-lag.
Passengers can also take advantage 
of the fourth-generation in-flight 
entertainment system, with high-
bandwidth fibre-optics and high-
definition video included in all cabins. 
Personal space is further enhanced by 
the use of inconspicuous seat-connect 
boxes and cables that run under the 
completely flat floor.
The new A350-1000 is proving to 
be a winner for its operator airlines. 
Speaking at the A350-1000 inaugural 
long-haul service to Washington 
DC, on September 15, Cathay’s 
chief executive, Rupert Hogg, 
spoke positively about the variant’s 
introduction into service with the 
airline, saying it had gone “very 
smoothly” and that everyone was 
“pleased with its performance so far”.

ABOVE AND BELOW • Cathay Pacific has configured its A350-1000s in a three-class layout with 46 business class seats – 
set in a 1-2-1 reverse herringbone arrangement – along with 32 in premium economy and 256 in economy. AIRBUS

ABOVE • Cathay Pacific's daily Hong Kong-Manchester service will be operated by Airbus A350-1000s until the 
end of February. AIRTEAMIMAGES.COM/YOCHAI
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Airbus  Deliveries

China Eastern Airlines has become the latest carrier to take delivery of the Airbus A350 XWB. The 
first aircraft, B-304D (c/n 248) was handed over to the Shanghai-based carrier on November 28 
and will be joined by a further 19 examples from an order placed in April 2016. EUROSPOT

Airbus delivered the following aircraft in November:

A220-300 2 airBaltic, Swiss International Air Lines

A319ceo 1 Tibet Airlines

A320ceo 10
Aviation Capital Group (JetSmart) (2), Bank of China Communications (Juneyao Airlines) (2), 
CALC (VivaColombia), Chengdu Airlines (2), China Express Airlines (Huaxia Airlines) (2), 
private customer

A320neo 34

AerCap (Loong Air), AerCap (Spirit Airlines), AerCap (Volaris), AirAsia (2), ALAFCO (Air India), 
Avolon (AirAsia), BOC Aviation (Chongqing Airlines), BOC Aviation (Flynas), British Airways, 
China Eastern Airlines, China Southern Airlines, easyJet (2), Frontier Airlines, GECAS (Beijing 
Capital Airlines) (4), GoAir, ICBC (China Southern Airlines), IndiGo (3), Qingdao Airlines, Royal 
Brunei Airlines (2), SalamAir, Scandinavian Airlines (2), SMBC Aviation Capital (Sky Airline), 
SMBC Aviation Capital (Tianjin Airlines), Vueling (2)

A321ceo 10
Air Lease Corporation (Frontier Airlines), Cebu Pacific Air, CMB Financial Leasing  
(Beijing Capital Airlines), Delta Air Lines, JetBlue Airways (2), Sichuan Airlines, VietJet Air (2), 
Wizz Air Hungary

A321neo 16

AerCap (China Southern Airlines) (2), AerCap (Sichuan Airlines), AerCap (Volaris), Air China, 
Air New Zealand, ANA Holdings (All Nippon Airways), Arkia, Aviation Capital Group  
(Vietnam Airlines), British Airways, CDB Leasing (TAP Air Portugal), Hawaiian Airlines, ICBC 
(Vietnam Airlines), Philippine Airlines, VietJet Air (2)

A330-200 1 Airbus Defence and Space (Republic of Singapore Air Force)

A330-300 1 Beijing Capital Airlines

A330-900 1 TAP Air Portugal

A350-900 8 Air China, China Eastern Airlines, ALAFCO (Hong Kong Airlines), LATAM Airlines Group, 
Lufthansa, Singapore Airlines (3)

A350-1000 3 Cathay Pacific (2), Qatar Airways

A380 2 Emirates (2) 

Total 89

EMBRAER E190-E2, PR-ZGQ (c/n 
19020004), painted in a shark livery 
has completed a five-month global 
demonstration tour in a bid to drum 
up business for the manufacturer’s 
second-generation E-Jet aircraft.
The tour – which was launched at the 
Farnborough Airshow in July – took the 
aircraft to 39 different countries where 

it was presented to 120 different 
airlines in 68 cities. The E190-E2 flew 
more than 125,000nm (231,000km), 
completing over 350 hours of 
demonstration flights. The aircraft 
also landed at airports that presented 
several operational challenges, such as 
short runways at London City, and high 
altitudes in Tibet and Nepal.  

In addition, it also visited some of the 
most remote places on the
planet, including Kiribati in Oceania.
Embraer’s marketing VP, Rodrigo Silva 
e Souza said that the main objective of 
the tour was to “demonstrate to airlines 
the features that make the E2 a unique 
aeroplane in its category”. He added: 
“The tour has given airlines a first-hand 
look at what the E190-E2 can offer in 
terms of operational performance, while 

keeping the same amount of space in 
the passenger cabin that made the first 
generation of E-Jets so popular. It is also 
important to highlight that the tour was 
uninterrupted, with a flawless operation 
and a 100% schedule reliability.”
The manufacturer delivered 
its first E2 to Norwegian 
launch customer Widerøe 
Airlines last April.  
(Photo Embraer)

First Boeing 777X 
Flight Test Aircraft 

Takes Shape
THE MAJOR fuselage sections of the 
first flight-test Boeing 777X have been 
joined together as the aircraft begins 
to take shape. In a major production 
milestone, called the ‘final body join’, 
teams of technicians connected the 
aircraft’s nose, mid and aft sections in 
the company’s Everett facility. The jet 
now measures 252ft (77m) from nose 
to tail, making it the longest passenger 
aircraft the manufacturer has ever 
produced.
Josh Binder, vice president and 
general manager of the 777X, said: 
“The 777X is a new aeroplane and 

a new production system. With the 
777X, the production system was 
integrated into the development 
programme sooner than any other 
aircraft, and the team is doing a 
great job of hitting our milestone as 
expected.”
The first test aeroplane for static 
ground testing was completed in 
September 2018. Three additional 
prototypes will be built to join the flight 
test and certification programme. The 
type's first flight is scheduled for later 
this year, with deliveries to customer 
airlines in 2020. (Photo Boeing)

Embraer’s ‘Shark’ Completes World Tour



www.airlinerworld.com  19

News Review • International

Boeing has delivered the 787th 787 
Dreamliner to roll off the production line. 
The jet, B-1168 (c/n 38797) was handed to 
AerCap, the world’s largest lessor, and was 
sporting a special logo commemorating 
the production milestone. The 787 is being 
leased and operated by China Southern 
Airlines, which continues to expand its 
long-haul fleet with the type, currently 
standing at ten 787-8s and eight 787-9s.

Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Aero Engines 
(MHIAEL) has completed the assembly 
of its first Pratt & Whitney PW1200G. The 
powerplant was completed at MHIAEL’s 
facility in Komaki, Japan and successfully 
passed Pratt & Whitney’s acceptance test. 
This first engine will be used in the Mitsubishi 
Regional Jet (MRJ) flight test programme.

Dublin-based Avolon has firmed up 
its commitment for 75 A320neo and 25 
A321neo aircraft, becoming the lessor’s 
largest-ever single order. This latest deal, 
together with the 22 single-aisle and four 
widebodies already delivered, increases 
the company’s Airbus backlog to 258, the 
largest of any lessor. (Photo Airbus)

Franco-Italian turboprop manufacture, 
ATR has delivered its 1,500th aircraft. The 
aeroplane, JA06JC (c/n 1524) was handed 
over to Japan Air Commuter at the end 
of October. This is the latest in a year 
of milestones for the manufacturer, after 
the delivery of the 1,000th ATR 72 in July 
and the 500th ATR -600 Series in August. 
Since 2010, 75% of all turboprop sales have 
been ATRs and now 1,500 aircraft are in 
service with more than 200 operators in 100 
countries across the globe.

Airbus has delivered its 100th aircraft from its 
US production line in Mobile, Alabama. The 
A320neo, N343FR (c/n 8580) was handed 
over to Frontier Airlines on December 11 and 
featured two horses, Meadow and West, on 
its tailplane. The company’s Mobile facility is 
delivering four A320 family aircraft per month 
and has so far handed over jets to eight 
US-based carriers.

Nordic Aviation Capital (NAC) has signed a 
contract with Embraer for three E190s in a 
deal valued at $156m. This agreement was 
initially announced as a letter of intent at last 
year’s Farnborough International Air Show. 
The new aircraft will join 155 existing E-Jets 
owned by NAC.

Russia’s United Aircraft Corporation is 
poised to spend more than 10 billion rubles 
($150.5m) to build the first experimental 
Il-96-400M, according to a tender posted 
online. The long-range passenger jet, an 
upgraded variant of the Il-96-300, will carry 
up to 400 passengers and is expected to 
enter serial production in 2020

in brief

Boeing Deliveries

Boeing has delivered the first of five 737 MAX 8s to Fiji Airways. The jet, DQ-FAB (c/n 64307) 
Island of Kadavu, will be used by the airline to expand and modernise its single-aisle fleet. 
BRIAN WORTHINGTON

Boeing delivered the following aircraft in November:

737-800 17 Avia Capital Leasing (2), China Eastern Airlines (6), ICBC Leasing, Jet2.com, Ryanair (4), 
Sberbank Leasing, SMBC Aviation Capital, Tassili Airlines

737 MAX 8 31

AerCap, Air China, Air Lease Corporation, BOC Aviation (2), Business Jets/VIP Customer, 
China Eastern Airlines (2), China Southern Airlines (3), Ethiopian Airlines, Fiji Airways, 
flydubai, GECAS (6), Gol Linhas Aéreas, ICBC Leasing, Norwegian Air Shuttle, Qatar Airways, 
TUI Travel, Turkish Airlines (3), WestJet Airlines (2), Xiamen Airlines

737 MAX 9 7 Copa Airlines (2), flydubai (2), Lion Air, United Airlines (2)

737-800A 1 US Navy

737-900ER 5 Alaska Airlines, Delta Air Lines (3) Lion Air

747-8F 1 UPS

767-300F 2 FedEx Express

777-300ER 2 Emirates, United Airlines

777F 3 Ethiopian Airlines, Etihad Airways, Turkish Airlines

787-8 2 Biman Bangladesh Airlines, British Airways

787-9 6 Air France-KLM Group, Etihad Airways, Gulf Air, International Lease Finance Corporation, 
Qantas (2)

787-10 2 Etihad Airways, United Airlines

Total 77

Embraer Welcomes Submission

EMBRAER HAS welcomed Brazil’s 
filing of its first written submission 
to the World Trade Organization’s 
(WTO) dispute settlement panel in its 
case against Bombardier. The panel 
is examining whether the Canadian 
manufacturer received more than 
$4bn in illegal subsidies from the 
governments of Canada and Québec. 
The submission provides detailed 
legal and factual arguments regarding 
why the 19 subsidies to Bombardier 
for its C Series aircraft (now renamed 
the Airbus A220) are inconsistent with 
Canada’s WTO obligations. The Brazilian 

government’s understanding, and that 
of Embraer, is that the subsidies to 
Bombardier violate these obligations.
Paulo Cesar de Souza e Silva, Embraer’s 
president and CEO, commented: “We 
appreciate the Brazilian government’s 
efforts in preparing this important 
submission to the WTO. Canada’s 
subsidies have allowed Bombardier 
(and now Airbus) to offer its aircraft at 
artificially low prices. These subsidies 
have also been fundamental in the 
development and survival of the 
C Series programme and are an 
unsustainable practice that distorts the 

global market, harming competitors at 
the expense of Canadian taxpayers. 
Embraer considers that this action 
will help to restore a level playing 
field and ensure that competition in 
the commercial aircraft is between 
companies, not governments.”
Bombardier, though now no longer 
in control of the C Series, has 
condemned Brazil’s action. It issued 
a statement saying: “Although the 
case is the responsibility of the 
Canadian government and Airbus, 
Bombardier strongly objects to the 
mischaracterisations made by Brazil 
in its filing and is supportive of the 
government of Canada, which continues 
to vigorously defend the interests of the 
aerospace industry at the WTO in the 
face of these meritless claims.”  
Airbus has likened the case to the failed 
effort by Boeing last year to try to block 
the sale of the C Series to Delta Air Lines 
by encouraging the International Trade 
Commission and the US Department of 
Commerce to levy import taxes, a move 
that eventually failed. (Photo Airbus)

New Completion 
Centre Opened

BOEING AND Commercial Aircraft 
Corporation of China (Comac) have 
delivered the first 737 MAX 8 from 
the new 737 Completion and Delivery 
Centre in Zhoushan, China. The aircraft, 
B-1178 (c/n 60906) was handed over to 
Air China on December 15 and marks 
a new era in Boeing’s partnership with 
the Chinese aviation industry.
This first aircraft was assembled in 
Renton, Washington State before 
being flown to Zhoushan for final 
completion and comes 20 months 
after construction work began at the 
100-acre (40.5ha) site. This is the first 
such Boeing facility outside of the US 
and has been built in partnership with 
the Zhejiang Provincial and Zhoushan 
Municipal Governments.
Initially, work at the new facility is 
limited to cabin completion, but future 
expansion will include painting in 
customer liveries. But for now, once 
the cabins have been fitted, the aircraft 
are moved to the delivery centre for 
customer acceptance and delivery.

Partnership Seeks Government Approval
EMBRAER AND Boeing have agreed 
the terms of their proposed strategic 
partnership that would position both 
companies to accelerate growth in 
global aerospace markets. The joint 
venture will cover the commercial 
aircraft and services operations of the 
Brazilian manufacturer – Boeing will 

hold an 80% ownership stake for $4.2bn 
and Embraer will have the remaining 
20%. The transaction remains subject 
to Brazilian government approval, and 
once this consent has been granted 
the final agreement will still require 
shareholder and regulatory sign-off.
Upon completion, the commercial 

aviation joint venture will be led by 
a Brazil-based management team, 
while Boeing will have operational 
and management control of the new 
company, which will report directly to 
chairman, president and chief executive 
officer Dennis Muilenburg. The deal is 
due for completion by the end of 2019.
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HELD EVERY two years since 2010, 
the fifth incarnation of the Bahrain 
International Airshow (BIAS) felt like 
an event that had finally found its feet. 
Dignitaries and delegates from 
around the world gathered at Sakhir 
Air Base to showcase new products, 
drum-up business and enjoy the 
aeronautics on display. 
Recording 70% growth in overall 
exhibitors and a 77% surge in 
participation from international 
companies since 2016, event 
organisers reportedly had to double 
the footprint of the exhibition area 
simply to meet demand.
Originally held in January, BIAS’ new 
permanent date is in November, 
acting as a natural complement to the 
more established Dubai Airshow, with 
each event taking alternate years.
Key players from across the sector 
were present, with 11 of the 15 

largest aviation companies taking 
part, including Airbus, Boeing, 
CFM International, Gulfstream and 
Rolls-Royce. In a sign of growing 
momentum behind the show, firms 
including Embraer, Bombardier, 
Etihad Airways Engineering and 
Sukhoi all made their BIAS debut.
In terms of aircraft, 100 civil and 
military aircraft were present, with 
almost half the examples vacating 
their prized spot on the static display 
to take to the air, entertaining 
spectators and showing potential 
clients what the machines are truly 
capable of. Not surprisingly, Gulf Air 
was well represented, showcasing 
its Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner and 
Airbus A320neo, both of which were 
delivered to the Bahraini national 
carrier just a few months earlier as a 
result of an agreement signed during 
BIAS 2016. 
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HELD EVERY two years since 2010, 
the fifth incarnation of the Bahrain 
International Airshow (BIAS) felt like 

largest aviation companies taking 
part, including Airbus, Boeing, 
CFM International, Gulfstream and 

Bahrain  Ta

The biennial Bahrain International Airshow has built a reputation for 
offering a boutique alternative to some larger-scale events in the global 
aerospace calendar. Airliner World reviews some of the civil aviation 

highlights from an action-packed three days.

Aircraft Variety
A host of big names from across the 
Middle East were in attendance, with 
Emirates exhibiting its 100th Airbus 
A380-800, A6-EUV (c/n 239), 
featuring a special livery 
dedicated to His Highness 

Sheikh Zayed, as a tribute to the late 
founding father of the UAE. The ability 
to get up close to the majestic Rolls-
Royce Trent 972 engines and even walk 
under parts of the superjumbo made 
the aircraft one of the most popular on 
the apron. The Emirates Flight Training 

ABOVE RIGHT � Visitors were treated to an eclectic mix of aircraft, from widebody passenger jets 
through to freight, business and military examples. ALL IMAGES FARNBOROUGH INTERNATIONAL UNLESS STATED

BELOW � Major flag carriers from across the Gulf brought their newest aircraft to BIAS 2018, including 
this Kuwait Airways Boeing 777-300ER.

Key players from across the sector were present, with 11 of the 
15 largest aviation companies taking part, including Airbus, 
Boeing, CFM International, Gulfstream and Rolls-Royce...



www.airlinerworld.com  21

News Review •BIAS 2018News Review •BIAS 2018

 Takes Flight
Academy was also at BIAS, alongside 
one of its five Embraer 500 Phenom 
100EV twin-engine jets, A6-DWE (c/n 
50000399). Fellow UAE carrier Etihad 
Airways also presented one of its 
Phenoms, A6-MPL (c/n 50000374), as 
both companies look to bolster their 
training divisions.
Elsewhere, Kuwait Airways’ Boeing 

777-300ER, 9K-AOH (c/n 62525) took 
to the air as the carrier continues 
to reap the rewards of its five-
year fleet transformation strategy. 
Representatives from the firm were 
particularly proud to show off its nine-
abreast seating within the economy 
cabin, which is in contrast to the more 
general trend towards four seats in 

centre section. Other crowd-pleasers 
included Saudi Arabian Airlines, which 
brought an example of its newest 
aircraft type, the 787-9 Dreamliner, 
HZ-ARC (c/n 41546).
Stepping aside from the headline 
names, BIAS 2018 also offered an 
exclusive look at the world’s first 
Boeing 737-700 FlexCombi. The 

15-year-old aircraft is the creation 
of American firm Pemco World Air 
Services, which has spent 15 months 
converting the jet that was originally 
delivered to Air Berlin and later saw 
service with Russia’s Yakutia Airlines. 
Its new operator, Texel Air, has opted 
for the quirky registration, A9C-FLX, 
for ‘flexible’. As a reminder that the 

A DHL Boeing 767-281 SF, accompanied by the Global Stars aerobatic team, in the skies above the 
Sakhir Air Base. The logistics giant has its regional hub in Bahrain. 

The Frecce Tricolori at work. The Italian Air Force aerobatic team was one of several from around 
the world that entertained the Bahrain crowds with mesmerising manoeuvres. 



One hundred military and civil aircraft 
took part, with almost half taking to 
the air at some point over the 
three-day show. 
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FlexCombi is still undergoing final 
testing, the narrowbody carried 
‘experimental’ markings on its fuselage 
while on display at BIAS. The jet is 
due to return to the United States for 
final approvals before handover to 
Texel, following full certification by the 
Federal Aviation Administration. The 
aircraft offers six different combinations 
for seating and cargo, ranging from 24 
in an economy format with six standard 
pellets to four business class seats with 
seven cargo containers – all of which 
can be reconfigured within 48 hours. 
Keeping with cargo, DHL was also 
strongly represented, displaying its 
767-281 SFs, both on the static and 
in the air. The logistics giant has had 
its Middle East headquarters in the 
Kingdom since the 1990s, from where 

it operates ten aircraft and also acts as 
Bahrain’s national cargo carrier.

Business Friendly
The quality and smooth running of 
the event is helped by the experience 
of co-organisers Farnborough 
International, the organisation behind 
the biennial air show in Hampshire. 
Speaking to Airliner World, Amanda 
Stainer, the firm’s commercial director, 
said part of the growing appeal of 
BIAS is its intimate feel: “It really is a 
business-friendly place to come, and 
also feels quite personal – a boutique 
experience is exactly what we wanted 
to create. People are able to arrive on 
site, fast-track in and have everything 
done to a first class standard.” 
But with a doubling of space within the 

exhibition hall, is Stainer concerned 
that some of this ‘boutique’ element 
could be lost? She said: “I think this is 
about right. We want to keep it so that 
everyone is able to see the right people 
and delegations, making sure they’re 
not lost. We’re coming up to our tenth 
year [sixth show] in 2020 and we are 
going through a process asking, ‘how 
is it going to look?’. We’re really proud 
of the growth within the exhibition hall, 
which has come from clients saying, 
‘we want to go bigger, we want to do 
something different’, so it is really being 
driven by them," she added.
Over the three-day event, there 
was a flurry of deals confirmed 
between various regional companies. 
This included Gulf Air and Etihad 
Airways signing a memorandum of 

“It really is a business-friendly place to come, and also feels quite 
personal – a boutique experience is exactly what we wanted to create.
Amanda Stainer,  commercial director, Farnborough International
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understanding to explore deeper 
co-operation concerning not only 
codesharing and loyalty programmes, 
but also MRO opportunities and 
freight traffic. Sticking with Gulf Air, 
the Bahraini flag carrier and leasing 
company SMBC agreed a 15-year 
sale and leaseback deal for six Airbus 
A320neos. One is already with the 
airline and another five will arrive over 
the course of 2019. 
Elsewhere, Dammam-based SaudiGulf 
Airlines and Airbus agreed an order 
for ten A320neo family aircraft with 
the option of a further ten. The deal – 
valued at US$2.1bn at list prices – is 
understood to be with Airbus directly, 
complementing existing orders via 
leasing firms. 
Samer Majali, president and CEO of 
SaudiGulf Airlines, said: “The A320neo 
Family represents a natural evolution 
of our current fleet of A320 aircraft 
and will contribute significantly to 
our network expansion in the region 
as well as internationally.” Following 
the agreement, the Saudi carrier 
signed a purchase agreement for CFM 
International’s LEAP-1A engines to 
power the new aircraft, in a US$1bn 
deal at list prices. 
In addition to the usual hive of activity 
around the chalets as transactions were 
negotiated and contracts signed, there 
was also no shortage of dramatics in 
the skies above the airbase. The Global 
Stars Aerobatic display team wowed 
the crowds, along with the Russian 
Knights with their Sukhoi Su-27, the 
UAE’s Al Fursan, and Italy’s Frecce 
Tricolori with the Aermacchi MB339.

While families are welcomed at many 
major air show events, BIAS takes an 
unusual dual approach. Alongside the 
trade area, with access by invitation 
only, the other side of the runway 
at Sakhir offers a large grandstand 
for members of the public, affording 
excellent views of the air displays within 
theme park-style surroundings. This 
is part of the Bahraini government’s 
wider strategy to stimulate interest in 
the aviation sector among citizens and 
even encourage youngsters to take up 
a future role in the industry, with a goal 
of developing home-grown talent.

Aviation Forum
On the subject of careers, it was 
standing room only on day three of 
the show for a seminar designed 
to “champion the promotion, 
empowerment and advancement of 
women in the aviation and aerospace 
industries, both regionally and 
internationally”. 
The all-female panel at the forum 
included aeronautical engineers, 
flight captains and aircraft analysts, 
offering a refreshing insight into 
the challenges women continue to 
face within many parts of the sector. 

Selection of commercial 
aircraft on display:

Operator / 
Company Type

Bombardier 
Commercial 
Aircraft

Q400

DHL Boeing 767-281 SF
Embraer Legacy 500

Emirates
Airbus A380-800
Embraer  
Phenom 100EV

Etihad Airways Embraer  
Phenom 100E

FAI rent-a-jet AGBD700-1A10  
Global Express

Gulf Air Boeing 787-9 
Airbus A320neo

Gulfstream G650ER
G500

Kuwait AirwaysBoeing 777-300ER
Saudi Arabian 
Airlines Boeing 787-9

Saudi Aramco Boeing 737-800
King Air 300C

Sukhoi Civil 
Aircraft CompanySSJ-100-95 

Texel Air Boeing 737-700 
FlexCombi

Bahrain’s minister for transportation 
and telecommunications, HE Kamal 
bin Ahmed Mohammed played a 
key role in facilitating the event and 
acknowledged there is more to do, 
saying: “We are proud in Bahrain to 
have women participate in different 
segments in the value chain of the 
aviation industry. However, we have 
not done enough – the whole region 
– to increase the participation of 
women and I am looking forward to the 
outcome of the event.” 
Speaking to Airliner World, the minister 
added that the Women in Aviation 
Forum would become a permanent 
feature of future events and quipped 
that he will “have to find a larger venue” 
on the site due to the popularity of the 
lively session. 
As BIAS 2018 wrapped up, the 
impression among delegates and 
organisers was positive. Mirroring 
the bespoke approach taken by Gulf 
Air, this air show has recognised the 
potential to take a step back from 
imitating sprawling events held 
elsewhere and to position itself as a 
place not only to do business, but also 
to celebrate aviation in all of its forms. 

The Emirates Airbus A380-800 continues to 
capture the imagination of the public and 
was one of the most popular aircraft at the 
event. AIRTEAMIMAGES.COM / MATTHIEU DOUHAIRE

The world's first Boeing 737-700 FlexCombi 
was on display at BIAS 2018.

Gulf Air and the Etihad Aviation Group agreed to 
explore areas of closer co-operation following 
a memorandum of understanding signed at the 
show. GULF AIR



All Go for  HondaJet 
HONDA AIRCRAFT has delivered its 
first HondaJet Elite light business 
aircraft to Japan after receiving type 
certification from the country’s 
aviation authorities. 
Michimasa Fujino, president 
and CEO of the Honda Aircraft 
Company remarked: “We’re proud 
to have obtained type certification 
in Japan, the home of Honda, 
and we are pleased our efforts 
in the development of advanced 
technologies are being recognised. 
The newly certified HondaJet Elite [a 
more powerful, longer-range variant 
of the HondaJet] is our latest aircraft 
and I am confident it will provide 
efficient and comfortable mobility 
to our customers throughout Japan. 
Through our sales of the HondaJet 
Elite, we will strive to create a 

society where business jets are 
more easily accessible to everyone 
in Japan.” 
The firm has attracted more than 
ten orders for the aircraft – which 

is assembled in Greensboro, North 
Carolina – since appointing local 
aerospace company Marubeni 
Corporation as its Japanese sales 
agent in June. (Photo HondaJet)

BOEING HAS formally launched a new 
business jet variant of its forthcoming 
777 upgrade, the 777X. Like its 
airliner counterpart, the BBJ 777X 
will be available in the baseline -8 
or stretched -9 variant and, with the 
ability to fly 11,645nm (21,570 km) and 
11,000nm (20,270km) respectively, 
are the US firm’s longest-range 
corporate offerings to date. 
Unveiled at the biennial Middle 
East Business Aviation Association 
Show (MEBAA), held in Dubai on 
December 8-10, BBJ 777X becomes 
the Seattle manufacturer’s third 
VIP widebody offering after the 787 

Dreamliner and 747-8. 
Greg Laxton, head of Boeing Business 
Jets, said the BBJ 777X “will redefine 
ultra-long range VIP travel”, adding: 
“Our most exclusive customers 
want to travel with the best space 
and comfort and fly directly to their 
destination, the new BBJ 777X will be 
able to do this like no other aeroplane 
before it.”
Boeing Business Jets has secured 260 
orders since its launch in 1996 and 
delivered 234 aircraft. This includes 
the first of 21 BBJ MAXs, which 
was handed over to an undisclosed 
customer in October. (Photo Boeing)

Boeing Unveils  BBJ 777X

Gulfstream 
Heads to 

Farnborough 
TAG FARNBOROUGH Airport has 
been selected as the location for 
Gulfstream Aerospace’s new UK 
Service Centre. The Hampshire 
airfield will become home to a new 
purpose-built maintenance, repair 
and overhaul (MRO) facility, due to 
be operational by the third quarter 
of 2020 and incorporating offices, 
workshops and a hangar capable 
of accommodating up to 13 large-
cabin aircraft. 
Airport CEO Brandon O’Reilly 
commented: “We welcome this 
investment, which will benefit the 
regional economy and underpin the 
airport’s role in supporting jobs and 
economic development."

SWISS AIR-RESCUE Rega has taken 
delivery of its third and final Bombardier 
Challenger 650, completing its fleet 
renewal programme. The aircraft, 
HB-JWC (c/n 6114), was handed over to 
the Zurich-based non-profit operator, 
which specialises in rescuing and 
repatriating Swiss citizens around the 
world. It is specially adapted for the air 
ambulance role, featuring two state-of-
the-art intensive care units including 
two patient beds.
“It is with the utmost confidence 
and pride that we deliver a third 
Challenger 650 aircraft to our partners 

at Rega,” said David Coleal, president, 
Bombardier Business Aircraft. 
“Confidence because we know these 
aircraft have the reliability that is 
so important when lives are on the 
line, and pride to see the Challenger 
platform configured into the world’s 
most advanced air ambulance.”
The new Challenger 650s replace 
Rega’s three Challenger 
604s and continues the 
operator’s long-running 
affiliation with the Canadian 
type that started in 1982. 
(Photo Bombardier)

Rega Completes Fleet Overhaul

News Review •  Business Aviation
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BELOW � This 1942-vintage 
Douglas C-47A, CF-FUE (c/n 
12983), is the favourite 
aircraft of company owner 
and president ‘Buffalo Joe’ 
McBryan. The logbooks 
show it has accumulated 
33,000-plus flying hours. 
ALL PHOTOS ROBERT S GRANT

BOTTOM � DC-3 C-GWZS (c/n 
12327) served with the Royal 
Air Force as KG324 and is 
believed to have taken part 
in the Battle of Arnhem. 
In-company rumours 
suggest it may well be flown 
to Europe this spring to take 
part in the 75th anniversary 

of D-Day celebrations. 
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T
he community of 
Yellowknife, on Canada’s 
Great Slave Lake, draws 
visitors from around 
the world. Many arrive 

on business and travel onwards to 
remote diamond and gold mines, or 
to roadless communities ensconced 
in primal tundra. Others explore the 
region’s freshwater lakes to sample 
trophy fish or paddle wilderness rivers.

Aviation enthusiasts, however, 
invariably find themselves traipsing 
to what local residents call the 
‘Green Side’ of Yellowknife’s fast-
paced airport. 

Minutes from the main terminal, 
the premises of family-run Buffalo 
Airways host a fleet of functioning 
radial engine aeroplanes. Rare Douglas 
DC-3s and Curtiss C-46s, as well 
as a stored Douglas DC-4 – 
all finished in a distinctive 
green and white livery 
and emblazoned with 
the company logo on the 
tailfin – have long been the 

The Green Side of
Robert S Grant pays a visit to Canada’s Northwest Territories and the classic ‘piston-pounders’ 

of the famous Buffalo Airways. 

Northwest Territories and adjacent 
Nunavut, a combined area of almost 
1.3 million sq miles (3,367,000km²). 

Buffalo is best known through the Ice 
Pilots NWT  reality TV series, as well as 
frequent press coverage, and from its 
displays at the annual EAA AirVenture 
Oshkosh airshow. But its venerable 
‘piston-pounders’ are not museum 
exhibits – instead they’re very much 
alive and well and earning a crust 

in Canada’s often brutal 
frozen north.

targets for camera-carrying aircraft 
aficionados from across the globe. 

The carrier, which has existed 
since May 13, 1970, launched with a 
fabric-covered Noorduyn Norseman 
bushplane before later adding a DC-3 – 
and then dozens more classic piston-
liners, dubbed “solid money-makers” 
by owner and president Joe McBryan.

Its main base in Yellowknife has 
become a critical 
supplier to 
the distant 
regions 
of the 



The battered remains of 
Buffalo Airways Douglas 
C-47A C-GWIR (c/n 12321) 
sit in the Green Side after 
it made a forced landing at 
Yellowknife in August 2013. 

BOTTOM RIGHT • Mud-covered 
fuel drums, a common 
load for Buffalo’s ‘piston-
pounders’, await transit 
from Yellowknife airport’s 
Green Side. Crews also carry 
expired truck tyres on which 
to drop the drums at remote 
destinations across the 
Canadian North. 

www.airlinerworld.com  27

ide of Yellowknife
RIGHT � Buffalo Airways 
president Joe McBryan (left) 
chats to sons Mikey (charter 
manager) and Rod (director 
of maintenance) as Douglas 
DC-3C C-GJKM (c/n 13580) 
is loaded with freight. Most 
loads handled on the Green 
Side are manoeuvred by 
forklift, but in the field, 
pilots unload manually.



Manufactured in 1944, 
Curtiss C-46D C-FAVO (c/n 
33242) has a maximum 
take-off weight of 
48,000lbs. 

RIGHT � Although 
Yellowknife’s Green Side is 
dominated by radial engine 
types, it’s occasionally 
graced by turbine aircraft 
such as this Basler BT-67, 
which is leased from Kenn 
Borek Air during the busy 
summer season. 
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At least one DC-3 operates the 
daily 123-mile (198km) freight run 
southbound across Great Slave Lake to 
Hay River, while pilots routinely push 
a pair of C-46s to maximum power 
and propeller settings, labouring 
northwards across forests, lakes and 
the tundra to polar gravel airstrips.  

The ‘round engine’ freighters now 
log fewer flying hours since the 
company’s investment in turbine-
powered Lockheed L-188s and 
Beechcraft King Airs, but some of 
McBryan’ s original DC-3s still 
grace the Green Side, where 
maintenance mechanics 

such as John Naidoo and Charles 
‘Chuck’ Adams meticulously monitor 
airframes and engines, aided by 
‘rampies’ (loaders) who take care 
not to bump, dent or scrape their 
classic lines.

Eager pilots trained by operations 
manager Jeff Schroeder and chief pilot 
Anthony J Decoste meanwhile slaver 
to crew the iconic historic 
transports, regardless of sub-zero 

temperatures or blackfly-
choked parking tarmacs.

When not hauling 
truck tyres, food 

pallets or gasoline 

drums, the same ready-to-fly legacy 
fleet can be viewed at close quarters 
under the supervision of Buffalo 
Airways tour guide Cassandra Thibault 
and Buffalo Airwear store manager 
Stella Heidorn. Here, aviation 
enthusiasts can experience the 
carrier’s remarkable fleet and 
perhaps even the soft 
aroma of warm oil from 
pop-and-snarl Pratt & 
Whitney multi-
cylinder engines of 
an arriving or 
departing 
example. 

LEFT � Danger: Buffalo 
Crossing! Aviation 
enthusiasts visiting the 
Buffalo Airways facilities 
can book a tour at the 
carrier’s Airwear Store. 

The highest-time C-46 on 
Buffalo Airways’ Green 
Side is C-GTPO (c/n 22556) 
with 31,611.7 flying hours 
in its logbook. The aircraft 
can carry up to 1,406 US 
gal (5,322lit) of aviation 
gasoline in its wing tanks 
while each of its two 
18-cylinder R-2800 engines 
deliver close to 2,000hp at 
take-off power.  



ABOVE LEFT � Jamie 
MacDonald is qualified as a 
first officer on both the DC-3 
and the C-46, but still gets 
her hands dirty when the 
morning freight run arrives 
from Hay River. 

Captain Neil Mueller on 
the ramp at Yellowknife 
alongside Jamie MacDonald 
before her proficiency check 
flight in C-FAVO. The 21-year-
old first officer is believed 
to be the only female in the 
world currently certified to 
fly the C-46 and DC-3. 
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BELOW AND BELOW LEFT� Buffalo 
Airways’ maintenance 
hangar houses an array 
of classic bushplanes. 
Tours of the facility and its 
surrounding grounds take 
place year-round.  
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British BoeingsBritishBritish BoeingsBoeings

Bow Out
The Boeing 767 has been a mainstay of the British Airways fleet, playing 

a crucial role in its long- and short-haul networks for almost three 
decades. David Ransted travels to Cyprus to join the type’s 

final flight and reflects on the venerable aircraft’s time 
with the British carrier.
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s T
he 1980s was a 
period of transition 
for British Airways 
(BA). It was during 
this time that 

the carrier was privatised, 
moving from state-owned, 
loss-making behemoth to a 
leaner, profitable operator, 
streamlining its workforce 
and overhauling its fleet 
to meet the demands of a 
rapidly evolving market. 
This included introducing 
the Boeing 737, while 
removing ageing, less 
efficient types such as 
the 707 and Hawker Siddeley 

HS121 Trident. 

Two Vs Three
In the mid-sized widebody 

fleet, the carrier began looking 
for a replacement for its Lockheed 

L-1011 TriStars, which had provided 
sterling service on high-density, short-
haul networks and on the thinner 
long-haul routes that couldn’t sustain 
the larger Boeing 747 year-round. 

The immediate priority was the 
short-range TriStar 1. British Airways 
had already drafted the 757 into 
service in 1983, so it was not entirely 
unexpected when the carrier turned to 
its stablemate, the 767. The type offered 
several advantages over the outgoing 

Lockheed – namely two engines rather 
than three, along with a modern glass 
cockpit that eliminated the need for a 
flight engineer. It also offered a higher 
passenger capacity than its smaller 
sibling, and a substantial increase 
in cargo-carrying capacity via its 
containerised belly hold. 

After evaluating the Boeing jet 
against alternative types, BA passed 
up on the smaller 767-200 variant in 
favour of the larger -300, placing an 
initial £500m order for 11 examples 
(with options for a further 15) on 
August 11, 1987. Its decision was 
driven by two factors – the type 

British Airways operated a 
total of 28 Boeing 767-300s 
in a career spanning almost 
three decades. The type was 
as well suited to short-haul, 
high-density service as it was 
to thinner, longer-haul routes. 
AIRTEAMIMAGES.COM/
ALEKSI HAMALAINEN



The first 767 delivered to 
British Airways, G-BNWB (c/n 
24334) and appropriately 
named ‘City of Paris’, 
entered service on the 
Heathrow-Paris/Charles de 
Gaulle route on February 19, 
1990.  BA HERITAGE CENTRE

RIGHT � The 767 offered a 
high degree of commonality 
with its 757 stablemate, 
including a near-identical 
two-person glass cockpit. BA 
put all 400 of its 757 crews 
through a three-month 
conversion programme 
that enabled them to 
operate both Boeing types. 
AIRTEAMIMAGES.COM/
FELIX GOTTWALD

The Boeing 767 offered 
several advantages over 
the ageing Lockheed L-1011 
TriStar, which had proven to 
be a reliable and versatile 
platform in BA service. 
AIRTEAMIMAGES.COM/
KEITH BLINCOW �ATI�

British Airways’ first Boeing 
767-336ER, G-BNWA (c/n 
24333) shares the ramp at 
the manufacturer’s Everett, 
Seattle production facility 
with the carrier’s maiden 
747-436 prior to delivery. 
BA HERITAGE CENTRE
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flights equipped with consoles and 
systems in the passenger cabin and 
video cameras to monitor flight 
deck instruments and approach 
performance. The aircraft was 
additionally fitted with 26 barrels filled 
with water to act as ballast for centre of 
gravity and autopilot trials.  

Into Service
First deliveries to BA were initially 

scheduled to begin in mid-November 
1989, allowing some time for crew 
training before the type’s expected 
commercial debut on December 10/11. 
Industrial action at Boeing delayed this, 
ultimately by several months, and it 
wasn’t until 4pm on February 9, 1990 
that the maiden example to be handed 
over, G-BNWB City of Paris , touched 
down at its new home at Heathrow. 
Under the command of Captain Colin 
Barnes, BA’s director of flight crew, and 
Captain Gil Gray, chief pilot 757/767 
fleet, the new aircraft completed the 
4,833-mile (7,777km) non-stop flight 
from Everett, Seattle, in 9hrs 20mins.  

No sooner had the 767 arrived than 
it was put to work on a Certificate of 
Airworthiness test flight, followed by a 
week of intensive crew training ahead 
of its entry into service (this was in 
addition to the training undertaken 
earlier in the month when Captain Rod 
Fulton, flight training manager 757/767, 
took to the air from Paine Field). 

Speaking after the first delivery, Capt 
Barnes commented: “If you look in to 
the cockpit, it’s almost identical to the 
757… On one aeroplane you step up into 

the cockpit and on the other you step 
down. But when you look at the panels 
it’s very hard to see that there are a 
few differences.” Capt Gray added that 
piloting the 767 was “just like flying a 
heavy 757”. 

There were some handling 
differences, as Captain Tim Byatt, a 
former 767 pilot, recalls: “The 767’s 
addition of inboard ailerons made it far 
more responsive in roll at low speeds 
and full aileron was achieved with a 
far smaller amount of control column 
[roll] deflection compared to the 757. 
Boeing also designed the tiller on the 
767 to feel heavier than on the 757, 
which we believe was deliberately done 
to subconsciously remind you that you 
were taxiing a larger aircraft, again 
compared to the feel of the 757.”  

offered a high degree of systems and 
component commonality with BA’s 
existing fleet of 757s and, unlike the 
competing Airbus A300, it had the 
option of Rolls-Royce (RR) powerplants 
(actually the most powerful of the 
three engines available). In fact, while 
the 767 was an American design, 22% 
of the total cost was spent in the UK 
with British engine and component 
suppliers including RR, Lucas 
(electrical equipment), Dowty and APH 
(hydraulics), Triplex (windscreens) and 
BCME (raw composites for panelling). 

The first 11 aircraft were intended 
to operate short-haul routes, with 
a decision on the TriStar-200 

replacement for long-haul services not 
taken until the following year. After 
an exhaustive evaluation against the 
Airbus A340 and McDonnell Douglas 
MD11, the twin-engined 767 triumphed 
again, offering a longer range and far 
greater economics than the TriStar 
while retaining the same versatility. 

The BA order specified the use of 
the same engines as its 747-400s – 
the RR RB211-524D4Ds – making the 
Heathrow-based carrier the launch 
customer for the aircraft/powerplant 
combination. 

In fact, the airline was instrumental 
in certifying the RR-powered 767, 
employing G-BNWA on proving 

The 767 quickly proved 
itself to be a popular 
addition to the fleet, with 
pilots speaking fondly of 
its power, stability and 
the variety of routes and 
destinations to which it 
operated in BA service.



RIGHT � British Airways 
Director of Flight Crew 
Captain Colin Barnes and 
Chief Pilot 757/767 fleet 
Captain Gil Gray with the 
first 767 delivered to the 
airline, G-BNWB ‘City of 
Paris’, following arrival  
at London/Heathrow.   
BA HERITAGE CENTRE
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The 767 quickly proved itself to be a 
popular addition to the fleet, with pilots 
speaking fondly of its power, stability 
and – like the TriStar before it – the 
variety of routes and destinations to 
which it operated in BA service. 

Despite its many similarities to the 
757, a conversion course was required 
and all 400 of BA’s 757 pilots were put 
through the three-month training 
programme. As a result, they were able 
to transition from a domestic 757 flight 
straight on to a 767 service to the Middle 
East or beyond; a boon for crews and 
carrier alike.  

A Flexible Friend
The honour of operating the first 

767 service fell to Capt Gray, who 
commanded G-BNWB – appropriately 
named City of Paris  – on flight BA302 
from Heathrow to Paris/Charles de 
Gaulle on February 19, 1990 with 206 
passengers on board. The maiden 
rotation was the start of a series to  
the French capital, deemed by BA to  
be the most convenient for crew 
training purposes. 

By the time the 767 had entered 
service, BA had increased its order for 
the type to 17, with 19 options, following 
its decision to deploy the aircraft on 
its long-haul network. As a result, the 
767 fleet was the first in BA service to 
operate under ETOPS (Extended-range 
Twin-engine Operational Performance 
Standards), allowing transatlantic 
operations to begin in late-1991. Initial 

approval enabled the aircraft to fly up 
to 120 minutes away from a suitable 
diversionary airfield; this was later 
extended to 180 minutes as the type’s 
reliability was established and verified. 
It was an important string to the 
767’s bow and added to the aircraft’s 
versatility, making it a prized asset 

in the BA fleet. However, this didn’t 
prevent two brand new examples from 
being delivered directly into temporary 
storage at Mojave, California in mid-
1991 as the carrier struggled to cope 
with the slump in air travel brought on 
by the first Gulf War. 

The airline planned to operate its 767s 

RIGHT � The type undertook 
a variety of special missions 
during its time in BA service, 
including carrying Queen 
Elizabeth II on her state 
visit to South Korea and 
transporting then Prime 
Minister John Major to the 
Commonwealth Heads of 
Government conference in 
Auckland, New Zealand. 
AIRTEAMIMAGES.COM/CARL FORD
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with nine cabin crew on long-haul 
routes and eight to ten on short-haul, 
depending on the Club Europe booked 
load, including a cabin service director 
and up to two pursers. 

For short-haul operations, the 767s 
were initially configured with a 34in 
(86.4cm) pitch in the forward and mid 
cabins and 32in (81.3cm) in the rear. 
The six-abreast, 2-2-2 layout in Club 
Europe and seven-abreast, 2-3-2 in 
economy proved very popular with 
passengers, 86% of whom had either a 
window or aisle seat along with large 
overhead storage bins and wardrobes, 
offering ample storage space. Large, 
spacious galleys were equally welcomed 
by cabin crew. 

Aircraft used on long-haul services 
featured a slightly different interior, 
with first class – set in a 2-1-2 
configuration – being increased from 
nine seats to ten during early 1990, 
while the adjacent Club World business 
class – still in a six-abreast layout – was 
reduced from 44 to 42. World Traveller 
economy remained a seven-abreast, 
144-seat offering. By 2000, this had 
changed again to eight in first, 36 in 
business and 137 in economy. 

While the fleet may have had internal 
differences, all of BA’s 767s offered 
identical performance, including long-
haul ETOPS capability. The only notable 
exceptions were the first four aircraft, 
G-BNWA to ‘WD, which lacked the fuel 
jettison system fitted to later examples. 

Routes
British Airways had a clear plan 

for its incoming 767s. The type was 
deployed on high-density European 
routes such as Paris, Frankfurt, Rome, 
Milan and Athens during the first six 
months of operation, followed by Abu 
Dhabi, Bahrain, Doha, Jeddah and 
Riyadh during the second half of the 
year. It was in the latter market where 
the aircraft thrived and, by 1993, 
it was operating almost all of BA’s 
services to the Middle East. 

It was during this time that two 
examples were assigned to the new 
BA Regional routes from Birmingham, 
Manchester and Glasgow to New York, 
and from Manchester to Los Angeles 
(these featured an expanded World 
Traveller cabin at the expense of Club 
World, which was reduced in size, and 
first, which was removed entirely). 

June 1993 also saw BA begin its 
short-lived affiliation with the smaller 

767-200, albeit in leased form. Under 
the terms of what was then a new 
agreement with partner USAir, the 
American carrier initially operated 
BA-branded services between London 
Gatwick and Pittsburgh, followed by 
Baltimore and Charlotte, using its 
own 767-200s painted in BA livery 
and crewed by USAir staff wearing BA 
uniforms. 

That winter, the British carrier 
introduced its 767-300s onto its 
domestic Shuttle routes to cope with 
increasing demand and an upturn 
in day-return traffic, beginning with 
peak-time rotations to Glasgow and 
Manchester. The 247-seat widebody 
provided 52 more seats than the 
757s they supplemented, helping the 
airline maintain its turn-up-and-take-
off product and reducing the need for 
back-up flights when the first was full. 

For busy business-orientated 
European destinations such 

Bridges
British Airways initially 
decided to name its 
Boeing 767s after bridges 
in the UK and allocated 
names to almost a dozen 
airframes before switching 
instead to European cities 
(G-BNWA, which was held 
back in the US for training, 
was the only example to 
carry its original name).

G-BNWASevern Bridge

G-BNWBForth Bridge

G-BNWCClifton Bridge

G-BNWDHumber Bridge

G-BNWETower Bridge

G-BNWFLondon Bridge

G-BNWGChelsea Bridge

G-BNWHBrig O’Doon

G-BNWI Iron Bridge

G-BNWJSouthwark 
Bridge

G-BNWKKew Bridge

The majority of the carrier’s 
fleet of 767s wore BA’s 
‘World Images’ livery, which 
saw aircraft tailfins painted 
in a variety of regional 
designs. This included 
G-BWNV, which wore 
the Irish ‘Dove’ scheme. 
AIRTEAMIMAGES.COM/
STEVE FLINT



British Airways selected the 
Rolls-Royce RB211-524D4D 
for its 767s, the first airline 
to do so. The engines were 
one ton heavier than the 
alternatives, but delivered 
significantly more power 
and provided commonality 
with the carrier’s 747-400s. 
SIMON GREGORY/
AVIATION IMAGE NETWORK
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Fleet  list
Reg c/n Names ‘World Image’ Livery First flight: Delivered: Fate:

G-BNWA 24333 Severn Bridge, City of Brussels Delftblue Daybreak (Netherlands) May 23, 1989 Apr 25, 1990 Stored, Jul 2018

G-BNWB 24334 City of Paris Chelsea Rose (England) Nov 30, 1989 Feb 8, 1990 Stored, Jul 2018

G-BNWC24335 City of Frankfurt Rendezvous (China) Jan 10, 1990 Feb 21, 1990 Stored, Sep 2014

G-BNWD24336 City of Copenhagen Ndebele (Southern Africa) Jan 25, 1990 Feb 27, 1990 Stored, Dec 2014

G-BNWE 24337 City of Lisbon Chelsea Rose (England) Feb 9, 1990 Mar 18, 1990 To Qantas as VH-ZXA Jervis Bay, Aug 8, 2000

G-BNWF 24338 City of Milan Mountain of the Birds (Scotland) May 20, 1990Jun 23, 1990 To Qantas as VH-ZXB Bourke, Nov 16, 2000

G-BNWG24339 City of Strasbourg Waves of the City (USA) Jun 23, 1990 Jul 13, 1990 To Qantas as VH-ZXC Stanwell, Jun 29, 2000

G-BNWH24340 City of Rome Waves of the City (USA) Oct 10, 1990 Oct 31, 1990 Stored, Aug 2014

G-BNWI 24341 City of Madrid n/a Nov 19, 1990Dec 18, 1990 To Open Skies as F-HILU, Aug 18, 2016

G-BNWJ 24342 City of Athens Golden Khokhloma (Russia) Mar 28, 1991 Apr 24, 1991 To Qantas as VH-ZXD Port Campbell, Jul 5, 2000

G-BNWK 24343 City of Amsterdam Dove (Ireland) Apr 2, 1991 Apr 18, 1991 To Qantas as VH-ZXE Mornington, Dec 22, 2000

G-BNWL 25203 City of Luxembourg ‘767 FSTA’ titles in Jun 2000 Apr 9, 1991Apr 30, 1991 To Qantas as VH-ZXF Devonport, Sep 2, 2000

G-BNWM25204 City of Toulouse n/a Jun 11, 1991 Jun 25, 1991 Stored, Jul 2016

G-BNWN25444 City of Berlin, William Wordsworthn/a Oct 16, 1991Oct 30, 1991 Stored, Mar 2014

G-BNWO25442 City of Barcelona, William Shakespearen/a Feb 17, 1992 Mar 2, 1992 Stored, Sep 2014

G-BNWP 25443 City of Dublin Rendezvous (China) Feb 21, 1992 Mar 9, 1992 To Qantas as VH-ZXG Karratha, Nov 10, 2000

G-BNWR25732 City of Hamburg Chelsea Rose (England) Mar 2, 1992 Mar 20, 1992 Stored, Oct 2013

G-BNWS 25826 City of Oporto n/a Jan 7, 1993 Feb 19, 1993 Stored, Dec 2015; scrapped, Aug 2017

G-BNWT 25828 City of Cork Mountain of the Birds (Scotland) Jan 27, 1993 Feb 8, 1993 Stored, Feb 2016

G-BNWU25829 City of Turin, Robert Burns Flower Field (Sweden) Mar 6, 1993 Mar 16, 1993 Stored, May 2014

B-BNWV 27140 City of Bonn Dove (Ireland) Apr 13, 1993 Apr 29, 1993 Stored, Sep 2015

G-BNWW25831 City of Marseille n/a Dec 14, 1993Feb 3, 1994 Stored, Jul 2016

G-BNWX 25832 City of Bilbao ‘Future Strategic Tanker Aircraft’ titles in Nov 2002Jan 17, 1994 Mar 1, 1994Stored, Jan 2018

G-BNWY 25834 City of Helsinki n/a Mar 19, 1996Apr 22, 1996 Stored, Sep 2016; scrapped, Nov 2017

G-BNWZ 25733 n/a n/a Feb 11, 1997 Feb 25, 1997 Stored, Nov 2018

G-BZHA 29230 n/a Wings (Denmark) May 14, 1998May 22, 1998 Stored, Nov 2018

G-BZHB 29231 n/a Delftblue Daybreak (Netherlands) May 23, 1998May 30, 1998Stored, Nov 2018

G-BZHC 29232 n/a Waves and Cranes (Japan) Jun 22, 1998 Jun 29, 1998 Stored, Nov 2018

Frankfurt, BA’s flexible cabin 
configuration, with its Club Europe 
converter seats, came in to its own 
and enabled the airline to fly with 
both of the front cabins in a business 
class layout to simultaneously 
meet increased traffic demand and 
maximise yield. 

Special Duties
The 767’s unrivalled versatility made 

the aircraft a popular platform for 
some of the more unorthodox tasks 
that fell to BA and such aircraft were 
occasionally called on to perform extra 
duties, including visits by government 
and the Royal Family. 

In November 1995, G-BNWT 
undertook a rare round-the-world trip 
carrying then British Prime Minister 
John Major to the Commonwealth 
Heads of Government conference in 
Auckland, flying outbound via Tel Aviv 
and Singapore and returning through 
Vancouver. 
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To Fly, To Serve
In 28 years of service with the airline – operating more than 425,000 commercial flights – the 
767s appeared on scheduled services to a wide range of British Airways’ destinations across 
the globe, including:

Africa & Indian OceanAccra, Cairo, Dar es Salaam, Entebbe, Lilongwe, Lusaka, 
Nairobi, Seychelles

Asia Abu Dhabi, Almaty, Amman, Bahrain, Beirut, Damascus, Dammam, 
Dhahran, Dubai, Hyderabad, Tashkent, Tel Aviv

Caribbean Grand Cayman, Nassau, Providenciales

Europe

Athens, Baku, Barcelona, Budapest, Dusseldorf, Edinburgh, 
Frankfurt, Geneva, Glasgow, Hamburg, Istanbul, Larnaca, Lisbon, 
Madrid, Manchester, Milan (Linate and Malpensa), Moscow, 
Munich, Nice, Oslo, Paris/Charles de Gaulle, Prague, Rome, 
Stockholm, Venice, Vienna, Zurich

Latin America Bogotá, Caracas  

North America
Atlanta, Baltimore*, Bermuda, Calgary, Charlotte*, Chicago, 
Detroit, Los Angeles (from Manchester), Newark, New York (JFK), 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh*, Seattle, Toronto, Vancouver

* Operated by BA and by USAir under a wet-lease agreement. 

A similar mission in April 1999 – 
transporting Queen Elizabeth II on 
her official state visit to South Korea 
– led to G-BNWR becoming the first 
subsonic aircraft in the BA fleet to wear 
the patriotic and then-new Chatham 
Dockyard ‘Union Flag’ livery, which 
has since been rolled out as the carrier’s 
official colour scheme. 

Sister ship G-BNWL took on entirely 
different tasking a year later, when it 
was leased to Boeing to undertake trials 
aimed at evaluating the 767’s suitability 
as an aerial refuelling platform. The 
programme was conducted from Naval 
Air Station Patuxent River, Maryland, 
on June 18-24, 2000 and included a 
series of flights over Chesapeake Bay 
alongside F/A-18 Hornets from the US 
Navy. The aircraft retained its BA livery 
during this period, but gained FSTA 
(Future Strategic Tanker Aircraft) titles 
on its tailfin along with vertical stripes 
on the fuselage to assist the trial. 

Drawdown 
At its peak, the BA fleet of 767-336ERs 

(as the type was officially designated) 

reached 28 airframes, though this 
was maintained for barely two years, 
between delivery of the final example 
G-BZHC in June 1998 and mid-2000, 
when the airline embarked on a 
wide-reaching, cost-cutting exercise. 
Under the direction of new CEO Rod 
Eddington, the carrier terminated 
several investment programmes, 
reduced its workforce and reached 
an agreement to offload seven 767s 
to Qantas. It also entered into talks 
with the Royal Air Force, offering the 
remainder of the fleet as replacements 
to its ageing TriStar and Vickers 
VC-10 tankers. These discussions led 
to the FSTA trials, though the RAF 
ultimately opted for new-build A330s 
– prompting BA to rethink and reverse 
its plans to withdraw the 767. 

In 2005 – after 15 years of service – 
ten of the long-haul examples went 
through the ‘Dusk’ cabin upgrade 
programme. While such exercises were 
relatively straightforward on the 747 
and 777 fleets, it was significantly more 
complicated for the 767s, which were 
subject to reconfiguration – including 

the relocation of toilets and galleys 
– as well as the installation 
of 24 lie-flat seats in Club 
World and the addition of 
a 24-seat World Traveller 
Plus premium economy 
cabin. In economy, 
a new 

To Fly, To Serve
In 28 years of service with the airline – operating more than 425,000 commercial flights – the 
767s appeared on scheduled services to a wide range of British Airways’ destinations across 

Accra, Cairo, Dar es Salaam, Entebbe, Lilongwe, Lusaka, 
Nairobi, Seychelles

Abu Dhabi, Almaty, Amman, Bahrain, Beirut, Damascus, Dammam, 
Dhahran, Dubai, Hyderabad, Tashkent, Tel Aviv

Grand Cayman, Nassau, Providenciales

Athens, Baku, Barcelona, Budapest, Dusseldorf, Edinburgh, 
Frankfurt, Geneva, Glasgow, Hamburg, Istanbul, Larnaca, Lisbon, 
Madrid, Manchester, Milan (Linate and Malpensa), Moscow, 
Munich, Nice, Oslo, Paris/Charles de Gaulle, Prague, Rome, 
Stockholm, Venice, Vienna, Zurich

Bogotá, Caracas  

Atlanta, Baltimore*, Bermuda, Calgary, Charlotte*, Chicago, 
Detroit, Los Angeles (from Manchester), Newark, New York (JFK), 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh*, Seattle, Toronto, Vancouver

* Operated by BA and by USAir under a wet-lease agreement. 

the relocation of toilets and galleys 
– as well as the installation 
of 24 lie-flat seats in Club 
World and the addition of 
a 24-seat World Traveller 
Plus premium economy 






























































































































