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Welcome

H
ello and welcome to the December issue 
of Airliner World , my last as editor. So, in 
what should perhaps be more fittingly titled 
‘farewell’, it seems appropriate that I give my 
soapbox a well-earned rest and reflect instead 

on what has been a remarkable eight years on this title. 
It has truly been an honour and a privilege to serve – 

and, for the last four years, to lead – what is in my 
humble opinion the best commercial aviation title on 
the market today. Ably backed by an excellent team of 
professionals, I’ve been lucky enough to cover some of 
the biggest and most important stories 
in the industry from across the globe. It’s 
made for some memorable experiences: 
an unforgettable Boeing 727 jumpseat 
ride at 150ft over the North Sea, low-
level demonstration flights around the 
Matterhorn and over the Pyrenees, seeing 
the Northern Lights from the comfort 
of an Airbus A320, witnessing a ‘double 
sunrise’ during an ultra long-haul service 
to New Zealand, and enjoying a live gig 
during a transatlantic service to Atlanta… 
just some of the many highlights that 
spring to mind. 

Closer to home, Airliner World  continues 
to thrive. In the last 18 months alone, 
the title has been nominated under four 
separate categories at the Aerospace 

Media Awards, while we also scooped top prize at the 
prestigious Oman Air media awards, hosted at the World 
Travel Market in London. 

I’d like to say a huge thank you to the team, especially 
Barry Woods-Turner, James Ronayne and Gordon Smith 
who’ve made my time as editor significantly easier, and 
to former boss Tony Dixon who has been so influential. 
I’m also very grateful to our many contributors who 
continue to deliver the extraordinary stories and 
breathtaking photographs from around the world that 
fill our pages each month.

Of course, all this would have been in vain 
had it not been for you, dear reader – your 
strong and enthusiastic support has been 
unwavering during my tenure; thank you for 
making Airliner World  the highly successful 
magazine it is today. 

Craig West 
Editor
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Air Albania  Takes Flight
Tirana-based start-up Air Albania has launched operations after taking delivery of its first 
aircraft. The Airbus A319-132, TC-JLR (c/n 3142), was acquired on lease from Turkish Airlines, 
one of the founders of the new carrier alongside the Albanian government (via wholly-owned 
corporation Albcontrol) and local company MDN Investment. DAVE POTTER

Cobalt 
Collapses 

CYPRIOT CARRIER Cobalt Air has 
become the latest European airline 
casualty after announcing the 
“indefinite suspension” of operations 
on October 17. The Larnaca-based 
carrier, which operated a fleet of 
six Airbus A320 Family jets and 
employed around 200 staff, said it 
had called in administrators after 
failing to secure long-term funding. 
The collapse left thousands of 
customers either stranded abroad or 
facing severe disruption, prompting 
the Cypriot transport ministry to 
launch a short-term reimbursement 
programme for customers who had 
self-funded repatriation flights with 
alternative carriers. 
A statement issued by Cobalt and 
published in the Cyprus Mail read: 
“It is with great regret that we 
must inform you that Cobalt Air will 
cease all operations at midnight 
on 17 October 2018 and enter into 
administration process, after two 
years and three months of operations.
“[It’s] a sad day for all the employees 
and passengers of Cobalt Air. 
The company has been working 
relentlessly during the past months 
to secure the long-term financing of 
the airline.”
Media reports in Cyprus suggest 
the airline had been unable to find 
additional financing beyond majority 
backer Aviation Industry Corporation 
of China (AVIC), which held a 49% 
stake in the airline.

Norwegian  Trumps 
British Airways

NORWEGIAN HAS overtaken British 
Airways as the largest non-US 
carrier flying transatlantic services 
out of New York. According to 
passenger traffic data issued by the 
Port Authority of New York & New 
Jersey, the no-frills airline carried 
1.67m international passengers to 
and from the ‘Big Apple’ over the 12 
months to July, 40,000 more than 
its British rival, while also surpassing 
Lufthansa and Emirates. 
The low-cost carrier operates from 
three airports in the New York area – 

John F Kennedy, Newark 
Liberty and 

Stewart International – to 14 
European destinations including 
Amsterdam, Barcelona, Copenhagen, 
London, Madrid and Paris. It plans 
to add a third daily rotation between 
London and JFK on October 28.
In other news, Oscar Wilde has 
become Norwegian’s second Irish 
tail fin hero after Antarctic explorer 
Tom Crean. The Irish poet and 
playwright graces the tail fins of 
recently delivered Boeing 737 MAX 
LN-BKA (c/n 42832) and Boeing 787 
Dreamliner G-CKWN (c/n 63317), to 
coincide with the anniversary of his 
birthday on October 16. 
(Photo Norwegian)

A Second Runway for Gatwick?
GATWICK AIRPORT has been accused 
of trying to create a second runway 
“by the back door” after unveiling a 
proposal to routinely utilise its existing 
standby runway. The draft master 
plan, published by the London hub 
on October 18, “reflects Department 
for Transport guidance for airports 
to provide regular updates on their 
long-term plans, and responds to the 
government’s recent call for airports 
to make best use of their existing 
runways,” the airport said. 
A 40-year agreement struck by 
Gatwick and local councils has so 
far ruled out a second runway, but 
with the deal due to expire next 
summer the airport is looking at ways 
of addressing shortfalls in capacity 
up to the early 2030s. The paper, 
now subject to a 12-week public 
consultation, proposes the use of 
new technologies to further improve 

utilisation of Gatwick’s main runway. 
More controversial are plans to bring 
its parallel standby runway – presently 
used for cover during periods of 
maintenance or emergencies – “into 
routine use for departing flights, 
alongside its main runway, by the mid-
2020s”. Such a move would enable the 
airport to handle more than 80,000 
additional flights, a 30% increase over 
current levels. 
Gatwick CEO Stewart Wingate said 
the draft, “offers agile, productive 
and low-impact ways of unlocking 
much-needed new capacity and 
increased resilience from within our 
existing infrastructure.”
Such a proposal, which the airport 
suggested can be delivered 
“without increasing the airport’s 
noise footprint”, would be subject 
to planning permission and public 
consultation as well as CAA approval. 

It has been largely welcomed, but 
residents group Communities Against 
Gatwick Noise and Emissions was 
critical of the plan. Spokesperson Sally 
Pavey told The Guardian: “Extra flights 
mean thousands more passengers 
every day trying to get to Gatwick, 
but they are trying to increase 
capacity without any of the cost of the 
infrastructure. This is simply betrayal of 
the communities of Sussex, Surrey and 
Kent who have already endured 24% 
increases in long-haul movements this 
year. This is a second runway by the 
back door. How can communities ever 
trust Gatwick management again?”
The plan is due to be agreed early 
next year and, if approved, could 
deliver much-needed capacity to the 
capital several years before Heathrow 
– where a new third runway is not 
expected to be operational until at 
least 2026. (Photo Gatwick Airport)

Review
News
AIRLINER WORLD’S COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE OF WORLDWIDE NEWS
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SAS Scandinavian Airlines has unveiled 
plans to launch seasonal services to 
Cornwall Newquay Airport. The new links, 
from Copenhagen, will operate twice-
weekly from June 28 using a 90-seat 
Bombardier CRJ900. The new service is 
part of a wider-reaching expansion of SAS’ 
summer flying programme that adds six new 
destinations – including Catania, Florence, 
Marseille, Szczecin and Antalya – and 17 
new direct routes. 

Birmingham-based charter specialist Cello 
Aviation stated “with great regret” that it 
was forced to cease trading on October 12. 
The airline, which had most recently been 
operating on behalf of Air France’s regional 
offshoot Hop!, has failed to turn a profit 
over the last two years amid claims from its 
auditor that the airline’s ability to continue 
as a going concern was “dependent” upon 
support from parent company Gill Group. 
Cello’s last full-year financial statement to 
the end of March 2017 showed an operating 
loss of more than £300,000 – this follows a 
£961,000 loss for the previous 12-months. 

Turkish Airlines has unveiled plans to 
resume direct services between Ankara 
and Rome after a 60-year hiatus. The 
twice-weekly connection is due to start on 
January 7 and will operate each Monday 
and Thursday. It increases the Turkish flag 
carrier’s reach in Italy to 131 weekly flights to 
eight destinations including Milan, Venice, 
Pisa, Bologna and Naples. (Photo Airbus)

Amsterdam/Schiphol is set to welcome 
connections to a host of new destinations 
this winter. This includes Beirut and 
Eilat, served twice-weekly by Transavia, 
Fortaleza (via KLM) and Orlando (four-times 
weekly with Delta Air Lines), along with TUI 
fly’s weekly links to Mombasa, Zanzibar and 
Punta Cana. These will be supplemented by 
easyJet’s upcoming connection to Agadir 
– its 44th destination from the Dutch hub 
– while Flybe and WOW Air will increase 
capacity on their respective routes to Exeter 
(additional frequencies) and Reykjavík (an 
A330 replaces the existing A320). 

Azores Airlines has officially retired its 
last remaining Airbus A310-300. The final 
example, CS-TGV (c/n 651) was withdrawn 
from service on October 15 after operating 
flight RZO124 from Lisbon back to the 
carrier’s Ponta Delgada base. The type has 
been replaced by A321neos – the second of 
which was delivered earlier this year – and 
an A330-200. 

in brief

Jungle Jets in Scotland
Scottish carrier Loganair has introduced its first jet aircraft into service. The 37-seat Embraer ERJ-
135ER G-RJXJ (c/n 14547, to be re-registered G-SAJB), was transferred from sister company flybmi 
in mid-October and is expected to be used primarily on the Inverness to Manchester route. It will 
be joined by a 50-seat ERJ-145 imminently. FRASER MURDOCH

All Go at 
Jota Cargo

JOTA AVIATION has officially 
launched its new offshoot Jota 
Cargo. The new dedicated freight 
division operated its first ‘go-now’ 
flight – transporting automotive 
parts from Poznan to Liverpool – on 
October 17. It used recently delivered 
British Aerospace 146-300QT 
G-JOTE freighter (c/n E3182), one of 
four examples to be acquired from 
Madrid-based ASL Airlines Spain. 
Jota Aviation CEO Andy Green 
commented: “The introduction of the 
freight variant of the 146 into our fleet 
has taken a lot of hard work across 
the whole team at Jota, and it was 
hugely rewarding for the team to see 
the first revenue flight depart, on 
time of course! We have geared the 
operation around rapid response – 
the customer was given a price and 
schedule option within five minutes, 
and the aircraft departed within 90 
minutes of confirmation.”
The incoming 146QTs, which 
can carry a payload of up to 13.5 
tonnes, are part of a multimillion-
pound investment by the London 
Southend-based carrier, intended 
to “substantially increase its market 
share and position the company as 
a market leader in the cargo charter 
sector.” 

Lufthansa  CityLine 
Goes Airbus

LUFTHANSA CITYLINE is set to 
acquire its first Airbus A320 family 
aircraft after reaching an agreement 
with its pilots’ union. The deal, with 
Vereinigung Cockpit, will see the 
regional carrier introduce the A319 
to its Munich hub next spring. Five 
more of the type, all drawn from 
parent company Lufthansa, will 
follow by 2020.
Wilken Bormann, chairman of 
Lufthansa CityLine and CEO of 
Lufthansa Hub Munich, said: 
“Entering the A320 segment is a 
logical next step [for CityLine]. With 
the new collective agreement, both 
negotiating partners have illustrated 
their will to jointly develop Lufthansa 
CityLine as a key component of the 
Lufthansa Group.”

New “future-proof” employment 
conditions have been agreed 
with the 650 pilots at the regional 
carrier, including a “modest” salary 
increase for the next three years and 
a growth-related increase for 2021. 
Additionally, the company pension 
plan is to be brought in line with the 
mainline scheme.
This followed news that parent 
Lufthansa Group has converted 27 
A320neo Family options into firm 
orders. The deal, announced on 
October 1, covers acquisition of 24 
A320neos and three A321neos, ten 
of which will be deployed to Zürich-
based subsidiary Swiss International 
Air Lines. It brings the German group’s 
total order for the type to 149, with 13 
examples now in service.

Primera Air  Collapse 
Leaves Thousands Stranded

THOUSANDS OF passengers were 
left stranded overseas following the 
collapse of budget carrier Primera 
Air. The Danish-registered company 
(formed of both Primera Air Nordic 
and Primera Air Scandinavia) 
announced it was ceasing all 
operations at midnight on October 2 
after 14 years of operations.
The carrier was in the middle of an 
ambitious transatlantic expansion 

programme, announcing a wealth of 
new routes from London/Stansted, 
Brussels and Madrid to destinations 
across the eastern US and Canada. 
Management at the airline, which 
operated a fleet of Boeing and Airbus 
aircraft, had earlier cited delays in 
deliveries of the A321neo for the 
abrupt termination of services from 
Birmingham. The carrier was also due 
to receive A321LRs and 737 MAXs 

beginning in 2019 to support its 
aggressive intra-Europe and long-haul 
growth plans.
A holding message on the airline’s 
website read: “Airline Primera Air 
and IATA codes PF and 6F have been 
suspended as of today, October 2, 
2018. On behalf of [the] Primera Air 
team, we would like to thank you for 
your loyalty. On this sad day we are 
saying goodbye to all of you.” 

Primera’s first Boeing 737 MAX 9, N910BA (c/n 43339) was in an advanced stage of completion when the carrier suspended operations. It has since 
been flown to Victorville, California for storage pending re-sale. HUY DO/AVSTOCK
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News Review • ERA Conference

A HIGHLIGHT of the three-day event 
was a CEO debate by ERA member 
airline leaders. The panel, representing 
all corners of Europe, featured Air 
Iceland Connect’s Árni Gunnarsson, 
Mark Darby of Aurigny, APG Airlines’ 
Sandrine de Saint Sauveur, Michael 
Weinstein from TUS Airways and was 
chaired by industry commentator John 
Strickland. Few subjects were left off 
the table during the wide-reaching 
discussion, with pilot shortages, EU261 
legislation, gender representation 
and Brexit among the particularly 
lively topics.
A further key theme throughout 
the event was the importance of 
connectivity, particularly among 
Europe’s remote island communities. 
“ERA General Assembly brings 
our members together each year 
to discuss the latest challenges, 
opportunities and threats for aviation. 
Connectivity is extremely important 
to Europe’s economic wellbeing and 
social development and naturally, the 
aviation industry plays a vital part,” 
said Montserrat Barriga, ERA’s 
director general as she welcomed 
delegates to Scotland. 
Since its founding in 1980, ERA has 
grown to become one of the most 
predominant trade associations in 
the aviation industry, representing 
not only 50 airlines but also more 
than 150 companies involved in 
European air transportation. As the 
organisation continues to bolster its 
knowledge base, it was announced 
that Roy Kinnear, CCO of Flybe, Warner 
Rootliep, managing director of KLM 

Cityhopper, and Sandrine de Saint 
Sauveur, president of APG Airlines 
have all been elected as the new 
members of the ERA board – further 
strengthening the group’s industry 
knowledge and expertise. 
The historic National Museum of 
Scotland was the impressive venue for 
the 2018 ERA Awards, which aptly saw 
Loganair scooping top prize as airline 
of the year. The Scottish regional 
carrier was commended by judges for 
rebuilding its commercial infrastructure 
following the end of its franchise 
agreement with Flybe in 2017 and for 
serving its community in remote areas 
of Scotland in challenging operating 
conditions. Canary Islands-based 
airline Binter was declared the winner 
of the silver award, while London/
Stansted based charter firm Titan 
Airways picked up bronze.
Speaking upon accepting the trophy, 
Loganair’s managing director, 
Jonathan Hinkles said: “Receiving an 
award of this calibre is a tremendous 
privilege, highlighting everything 
Loganair has achieved since flying 
solo last year. Everyone in the team 
has worked incredibly hard to build a 
regional airline providing sustainable 
and reliable services for the 
communities to which we fly.”
Elsewhere, industry veteran Jon Horne 
took home the ERA’s prestigious 
Personal Excellence Award, while 
Shannon was named airport of the year 
for the third time in acknowledgement 
of its handling of a runway renewal 
project, and investment in its terminal 
and associated infrastructure.

Scotland  Hosts ERA 
 A record number of airline and airport CEOs attended the European Regions Airline 

Association (ERA) General Assembly held in Edinburgh in October. Senior representatives 
from across the industry arrived in the Scottish capital not only to negotiate major 

contracts but also to discuss wider issues and trends impacting the sector.
ABOVE � ERA's 2018 Airline of the Year award winners. ERA

ABOVE RIGHT � Montserrat Barriga welcomes delegates to Scotland. ERA
BELOW � Scottish regional carrier Loganair scooped the top prize as airline of the year. LOGANAIR





Half Century 
for Sukhoi 

SUKHOI CIVIL Aircraft (SCAC) has 
handed over the 50th Superjet 100 to 
Aeroflot. The regional aircraft, 
RA-89115 (c/n 95166) Vasily Polenov, 
joined the Russian flag carrier during 
a special ceremony at its Moscow/
Sheremetyevo base in late September 
and marks the completion of its second 
order for the type. 
Sukhoi’s president Alexander Rubtsov 
commented: “The co-operation 
between SCAC and the national air 
carrier and largest Russian airline is 
an invaluable experience. Aeroflot has 
provided the SSJ100 project with a 
positive contribution. Our continuous 
joint work, as well as enlargement of 
the airline fleet with the SSJ100 aircraft, 
is the strong result of our performance 
and the confirmation we are on the 
right track.”
The milestone jet comes barely a month 
after the SkyTeam carrier signed a 
new deal for a further 100 examples, 
deliveries of which are expected to run 
between 2019 and 2026. The order, 
announced at the Eastern Economic 
Forum attended by President Vladimir 
Putin, is a key element of Aeroflot’s 
strategy to grow its presence across 
Siberia and Russia’s Far East. Details 
are scant but are believed to include 
plans to open bases at undisclosed 
regional hubs away from Moscow.  

Building in Belgium
AIRBRIDGECARGO (ABC) IS poised 
to create a European hub in Belgium 
after signing a ten-year lease 
agreement with Liege Airport. The 
€25m deal, announced on October 
10, follows the Memorandum 
of Understanding inked at the 
Farnborough International Airshow 
earlier this year. It will see the Russian 
cargo carrier acquire warehouses 
and office space to support increased 
movements at the hub – ABC having 
outlined plans to grow its flight 
schedule up to 30 weekly services 
over the next 18 months. 
Commenting on the tie-up, Liege 
Airport CEO Luc Partoune explained: 
“We welcomed the first flights in 
October 2017 because ABC had to 
reduce its presence in Amsterdam. 

Then we responded to their call for 
tenders launched earlier this year 
for the creation of their European 
hub. They liked the cargo DNA of 
Liege Airport. We had strong political 
support at both the federal and 
regional levels. AirBridgeCargo sees 
opportunities for expansion.”
Elsewhere, fellow Volga-Dnepr 
Group subsidiary Atran Airlines 
has signed a deal with GE Capital 
Aviation Services (GECAS) for the 
lease of a pair of Boeing 737-800 
freighters. The two aircraft, which 
are expected to be passenger-to-
freighter (P2F) conversions, are due to 
enter service later this year and in the 
first half of 2019 respectively and will 
complement its existing fleet of three 
737-400Fs. (Photo Atran Airlines)

Pobeda  Heads to London  
AEROFLOT’S LOW-COST subsidiary 
Pobeda has launched direct services 
from St Petersburg to London/
Stansted. The latter airport’s chief 
commercial officer Aboudy Nasser 
said the four-times weekly link, 
opened on October 12 and operated 
by a Boeing 737-800, “will provide 
very cost-effective and convenient 
direct access to St Petersburg from 
Stansted for the first time.” He added: 
“I’m sure the route will be well 
received with business passengers 
from across London and the east of 
England looking to access Russia’s 
second largest city, and also prove 
to be very popular with leisure 
passengers eager to explore the 

culture and history of this world-
renowned city.”
The new service came just days 
after Pobeda shelved its plans to 
open links between Stansted and 
Kaliningrad. The airline was previously 
granted traffic rights to fly from the 
Baltic Sea enclave to London from 
October 23 but removed the service 
from its reservation system, initially 
citing “low demand” before later 
attributing the move to a “technical 
inability” to comply with personal 
data requirements from the UK border 
authorities. It is not immediately clear 
whether the service will be launched 
at a later date. 
(Photo Ronayne Aviation Media)

Russian  Debut for MAX
S7 AIRLINES has taken delivery of its maiden Boeing 
737 MAX, the first example of its kind in Russia. The 
aircraft, VQ-BGQ (c/n 43302), was acquired from Air Lease 
Corporation (ALC) on October 15 and is being operated by 
Globus Airlines under the S7 brand. 
Globus’ general director Vadim Khlebanov remarked: 
“We always keep up with the latest developments in 
manufacturing technology and continually make use of 
them in order to further improve our service. 
“The new 737 MAX, which we received from our partners 

ALC, is even more comfortable, quieter and environmentally 
friendly than its predecessor [the 737 Next Generation, of 
which the airline has 21]. We are proud that our passengers 
will be the first in Russia to experience the comfort and 
convenience of flying on these new-generation airliners.” 
The new 176-seat jet entered service with the oneworld 
member in late October, initially on services from the 
airline’s Novosibirsk base to Moscow and Chita. It’s the first 
of 11 examples on order, delivery of which is expected to be 
completed by 2020. (Photo Joe G Walker)
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EGYPTAIR IS set to embark on the 
latest element of its restructuring 
programme after putting several of its 
aircraft up for sale. The Cairo-based 
flag carrier has issued a tender for 
the disposal of two of its four Airbus 
A321-200s, along with three Embraer 
170s operated by regional offshoot 
EgyptAir Express. 

The company has already offloaded 
at least one of its A320s to fellow 
Egyptian carrier AMC Airlines, paving 
the way for the introduction of its 
incoming A320neos, of which it has 
15 examples on order, and 12 A220-
300s (previously the Bombardier 
CS300) due for delivery in mid-2019. 
(Photo Airbus)
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News Review • Africa/Middle East

Qatar Airways  Eyes 
Alliance Exit

QATAR AIRWAYS could withdraw 
from oneworld as early as next year 
as tensions continue to simmer 
with its fellow alliance members. 
Speaking in New York on October 
18, the Doha-based flag carrier’s 
CEO Akbar Al Baker emphasised 
the importance of the group, but 
revealed growing frustration with 
American Airlines in particular. 
“In June 2013, we joined oneworld. 
We were invited by American 
Airlines and British Airways 
together. Unfortunately, [American 
Airlines] is now talking against 
Qatar Airways,” Al Baker said. He 
earlier told Flight Global: “The 
whole idea behind an alliance is to 
work together to support each other 
like a family. But I don’t think that 

is any more the spirit of the alliance, 
especially since American Airlines is 
continuously targeting us, slandering 
us, and giving misinformation to 
the US government about Qatar 
Airways. And now it is targeting 
our investment in Air Italy at very 
high-level government interaction, 
claiming that we are cheating on the 
open skies agreement that we signed 
with the US government.”

The spat stems from long-running 
allegations by American, Delta 
Airlines and United Airlines that 
the ‘big three’ Gulf carriers – Qatar 
Airways, Etihad Airways and Emirates 
– are using illegal subsidies to 
compete unfairly. The Middle East 
airlines have repeatedly disputed this 
position and, earlier this year, agreed 
to publish financial statements and 
limit their expansion in the US in a bid 

to thaw relations between 
the groups. 
Al Baker is also understood to be 
unhappy with fellow oneworld 
member Qantas, which has an 
extensive partnership agreement 
with Gulf rival Emirates. 
Elsewhere, Qatar Airways is to 
add extra capacity to its long-
haul fleet after converting five of 
its outstanding Airbus A350-900 
orders to the larger -1000. The move 
is intended in part to mitigate the 
effect of ongoing restrictions on 
flights imposed by neighbouring 
Arab states, amid a continuing 
political dispute between Qatar and 
Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Egypt, and 
Bahrain (see Airliner World, August 
2017). (Photo Airbus)

Egyptian Overhaul

KUWAIT AIRWAYS has ordered 
eight Airbus A330-800s. The deal, 
signed at aerospace corporation’s 
headquarters in Toulouse, is part of 
a major upgrade and expansion for 
the Kuwaiti flag carrier.  It has also 
committed to 10 A350-900s and 15 
A320neos with deliveries due to start 
next year.
Reflecting on a “sound investment”, 
the carrier’s chairman Yousef 
Al-Jassim said: “The A330-800 will 
seamlessly fit into our fleet expansion 
and growth plans. We are confident 
that the A330-800 will support us to 
compete effectively on our expanding 
route network.”
Kuwait Airways’ order for the A330-

800 is currently the only commitment 
for the variant. Taiwan’s Trans Asia 
Airways outlined plans to acquire up 
to four examples prior to its failure 
in 2016, while Hawaiian Airlines 
cancelled its deal for six aircraft in 
February, switching its order to the 
rival Boeing 787-9.
Powered by the latest-generation 
Rolls-Royce Trent 7000 engines, the 
A330-800 is the smaller, longer-
range version of the A330neo, 
and features a new wing with 
increased span, new A350 XWB-
inspired sharklets and the revamped 
‘Airspace’ cabin. Flight testing of the 
A330-800 is set to begin this year. 
(Photo Kuwait Airways)

Kuwait Airways  
Commits to A330neo



EL AL has officially closed its 
budget subsidiary Up as it moves to 
consolidate its business. The Israeli 
flag carrier launched the new  
division in early 2014 to deliver a  

lower cost service on some of 
its thinner European routes, but 
confirmed in January it would dissolve 
the airline in favour of a new mainline 
fare structure. 

Up’s four-strong fleet of Boeing 737-
800s is expected to re-join parent El Al 
following the carrier’s final service on 
October 14. (Photo AirTeamImages.com/
Alex Filippopoulos)

www.airlinerworld.com  13

News Review • Africa/Middle East

Ethiopian Airlines has resumed services to 
the Somali capital of Mogadishu following 
a hiatus of more than four decades. The 
Addis Ababa-based flag carrier launched 
the thrice-weekly connection, which is 
operated by Bombardier Q400 turboprop 
each Monday, Wednesday and Friday, on 
November 18, expanding its international 
network to more than 116 destinations. 

TAAG Angola Airlines is set to acquire 
six Bombardier Q400s originally destined 
for the now-defunct Angola Expresso, 
ch-aviation reports. The aircraft – valued at 
$198m based on list prices – were ordered 
by the Air Connection Express consortium 
in March but the project was subsequently 
axed by Angolan President João Lourenço 
three months later. Deliveries of the 
turboprops, which will be used on domestic 
and regional feeder services, are planned 
for 2019 (four aircraft) and 2020 (two).

Emirati low-cost carrier flydubai has 
outlined plans to temporarily relocate a 
host of services from its Dubai International 
headquarters to nearby Dubai World Central/
Al Maktoum. The airline confirmed it will 
transfer flights to 39 of its 92 destinations 
for a 45-day period between April 16 and 
May 30 while the southern runway repairs 
are undertaken at its home base. The 
project, which follows an 80-day exercise 
on Dubai’s northern runway completed in 
2014, is expected to reduce capacity by 
up to 43% and could also force Emirates to 
make a similar move. (Photo flydubai)

Tripoli-based start-up Rahila Air is set to 
make its commercial debut after securing 
a six-month Air Operator Certificate. 
Ch-aviation reports the Libyan carrier’s sole 
aircraft, former Ghadames Air Transport 
Airbus A320-211 5A-WAT (c/n 438), will 
be used domestically to Benghazi, and to 
Alexandria, Tunis and Istanbul. 
Rahila Air becomes Libya’s fifth carrier after 
Libyan Airlines, Afriqiyah Airways, Libyan 
Wings, and Buraq Air.

Kenya Airways was expected to have 
launched direct services to New York/
JFK on October 29 after its Nairobi/
Jomo Kenyatta base received ‘last point 
of departure’ certification from the US 
Transportation Security Administration 
(TSA). The Kenyan flag carrier, which 
becomes the second operator in East 
Africa to offer transatlantic services after 
Ethiopian Airlines, will employ its Boeing 
787-8 Dreamliners on the new route. 

Egyptian carrier Air Leisure has suspended 
services following intervention by the 
national aviation authorities. Confirming 
the move on October 21, the regulator 
told ch-aviation the Cairo-based airline’s 
operating licence had been withdrawn 
after it had run into financial and technical 
difficulties. The carrier, previously known 
as Air Memphis, specialised in ACMI and 
charter services using a fleet of three 
Airbus A320s.

in brief

Bahrain Updates  Continue

Etihad and Saudia Join Forces

BAHRAIN INTERNATIONAL Airport 
has completed the first phase of 
upgrades intended to improve flight 
safety. The facility, in partnership 
with Civil Aviation Affairs (CAA), has 
successfully modified its instrument 
landing systems from CAT I to CAT II, a 
change it said “will help to lessen the 
number of flights diverted from BIA, 

reduce flight delays and ensure greater 
passenger safety”.  
The Minister of Transportation and 
Telecommunications, Kamal bin 
Ahmed Mohammed, explained: “The 
upgrade follows the directives of Crown 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa to 
accelerate the modernisation of our air 
navigation systems to accommodate 

expected civil aviation sector growth 
in accordance with the comprehensive 
development plan of King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa.”
Work on the second phase of the 
project, which will see the ILS further 
upgraded to CAT III standard, is due 
to be completed by the first quarter of 
next year.

Up, Up and Away

ETIHAD AIRWAYS is poised to 
strengthen its ties with Saudia after 
the two flag carriers agreed to a new 
partnership. The deal, announced 
on October 22, includes a codeshare 
agreement covering 41 destinations 
across the airlines’ networks, while 
they will also co-operate in areas such 
as frequent flyer programme benefits, 
cargo, and engineering.
Saudia’s director general Nasser Al 

Jasser said: “The new partnership 
broadens aviation and transport links 
with the United Arab Emirates, building 
on the extensive aviation investment 
and strong foundation in the sector.
“With the agreement, the added 
network coverage enables our guests 
to benefit from added flexibility and 
convenience, as well as increase the 
benefits for members of both airlines’ 
frequent flyer plans.”  

Etihad Aviation Group CEO Tony 
Douglas added: “The ties shared 
between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE are the deepest that the 
two nations have, and therefore we are 
extremely proud to play our role and 
bring the two flag carriers together in 
this unique partnership.
“[The tie-up] will allow for enhanced 
seamless travel across the Etihad 
Airways and Saudia networks which 
we anticipate will be highly popular 
with business and leisure travellers, 
especially those looking to fly to 
secondary city destinations.”
Work is now ongoing to drive 
the respective Etihad Guest and 
Alfursan frequent flyer programmes 
closer together, including the 
introduction of reciprocal ‘earn and 
burn’ opportunities. Etihad Airways 
Engineering is also expected to start 
providing selected maintenance 
services for Saudia at its Abu Dhabi 
facility. (Photo Etihad Airways)
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Air Canada Goes Airbus
AIR CANADA has firmed up a deal 
for four second-hand Airbus A330-
300s. The former TAP Air Portugal 
jets, CS-TOU (c/n 997), CS TOV (c/n 
1006), CS-TOW (c/n 1012) and CS-TOX 
(c/n 1015), are due for delivery early 
next year and will enter service in Q2, 
according to ch-aviation. 
The Canadian flag carrier has been 
working to source suitable airframes 
– intended to replace its outgoing 
Boeing 767-300ERs – since May when 

then-president (passenger airlines) 
Benjamin Smith revealed the airline 
would prefer refurbished A330s over 
firming up its outstanding options for 
the newer but more expensive 787. 
The first two Airbuses are not planned 
to benefit from Air Canada’s A330 
Dream Cabin overhaul programme 
until the end of next year and will 
instead retain their existing angled lie-
flat seats in business class in place of 
the airline’s Signature Suites.

Aeromexico Cuts Back
AEROMEXICO HAS cited inflation, 
rising oil prices and overcapacity in 
the domestic market for its decision to 
withdraw several aircraft and suspend 
a host of routes.
The carrier confirmed it will retire three 
Embraer 170s and two Boeing 737-700s 
next year, and suspend services from 
its Mexico City base to Boston and from 
Monterrey to Las Vegas among others, 
along with a variety of domestic links, 
as it moves to stem mounting losses.
The airline posted a net profit of 

MXP18m ($914,000) in 2017 – down 
98.4% on the previous year – but has 
since endured nine months of dwindling 
returns, culminating in a third-quarter 
loss of MXP617m ($32.8m). 
Commenting on its decision, the 
company said: “These changes imply 
that Aeromexico’s seat offering will 
remain flat in 2019, the first time since 
2009 it will not grow [in available 
seats]. This has been one of the most 
challenging years in the last decade for 
the domestic aviation industry.”

AMAZON AIR has extended its 
presence in Florida after opening 
services to Miami. The new  
double-daily cargo flight links the 
Magic City to destinations all a 
cross the US and is operated by  
Atlas Air and its dedicated fleet of  

Boeing 767 Freighters.  
“We’re excited to launch the Miami 
gateway to support our growing 
air operation,” said Sarah Rhoads, 
director of Amazon Air, adding: 
“Amazon has enjoyed being a part of 
the Miami-Dade community and are 

thrilled to continue our relationship.” 
The e-commerce business currently 
operates four warehouses in Miami-
Dade County, all within 12 miles 
(19km) of Miami. These include a new 
885,000sq ft (82,200m�) facility at  
the nearby Miami-Opa Locka 

Executive Airport, which was 
completed this year. 
Miami-Dade aviation director Lester 
Sola said: “Amazon Air’s two daily 
flights will add a significant boost to 
our domestic cargo traffic, which was 
already up 17% through August.” 

Amazon Air is promoting the American Childhood Cancer Organization’s month-long awareness campaign via specially painted Boeing 767-338ER (BDSF) N313AZ (c/n 24930). The aircraft carries a large 
gold ribbon, the international symbol for childhood cancer, along with the titles “Go Gold … because kids can’t fight cancer alone.” CARY LIAO

Amazon Heads for the Everglades

Delta A220  Flies
THE FIRST Delta Air Lines Airbus A220 
has taken to the skies. Departing from 
Mirabel, Quebec, on October 6, the 
inaugural flight lasted 2hrs 53mins, 
during which time the pilots checked 
the main aircraft systems.
The airliner, N101DU (c/n 50020) , had 
rolled out of the paint shop a few days 
earlier (see Airliner World, November 
2018) and will now continue with pre-

delivery testing and interior installation.
Delta became the single biggest 
customer for the A220-100, when it 
ordered 75 jets in 2016. It will become 
the first US operator of the type, 
and the fourth globally after Swiss 
International Air Lines, airBaltic and 
Korean Air.
The incoming A220s are due to enter 
service with Delta in early 2019, initially 

from New York/La Guardia to Boston 
and Dallas/Fort Worth. They will replace 
MD-88s and MD-90s, of which the 
airline still has, respectively, 93 and 
50 in service. Meanwhile the carrier 
has outlined plans for its first services 
between its Minneapolis-St Paul 
base and China. The proposed route, 
which is subject to regulatory 
approvals, will 

see Delta flying its recently delivered 
A350s to Shanghai from 2020 as part 
of an expansion of links between the 
Twin Cities – it already flies non-stop 
to Tokyo/Haneda and will add a new 
route to Seoul in April.  
(Photo Airbus)
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United Ups Dreamliner Orders
UNITED AIRLINES is set to expand its 
Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner fleet after 
ordering another nine jets. The deal, 
valued at $2.53bn at list prices, is in 
addition to the four the carrier signed 
for in July. 
The Chicago-based airline said the 
latest commitment is part of its wider 
fleet renewal strategy as it continues 
to remove its older – and costlier 
– widebodies from service. The 

company has now ordered a total of 64 
Dreamliner aircraft.
The latest order comes just weeks 
before the airline takes delivery of 
the largest member of the Dreamliner 
family, the 787-10, which can seat 
up to 330 passengers in a standard 
configuration. While the new aircraft 
has a range of up to 6,430nm 
(11,908km), the carrier confirmed the 
incoming jet will debut on its flagship 

US transcontinental routes, including 
Newark to Los Angeles. 
Elsewhere, United is set to switch 
three regional routes from Newark 
to Washington/Dulles as it continues 
to realign its east coast hub strategy. 
According to ch-aviation, the Star 
Alliance member will axe its six-times 
weekly connection from Newark to 
Lexington, Kentucky – on February 14.
(Photo United Airlines)

Anguilla Air Services has revealed it’s 
acquiring a pair of 18-seat turboprops, 
ch-aviation reports. The Caribbean carrier, 
which currently operates three Britten-
Norman BN-2 Islanders and a Cessna 414, 
has not specified its preferred type, though 
CEO Carl Thomas confirmed the first aircraft 
will arrive before the end of the year, the 
second following in 2019. 

Azul Linhas Aéreas Brasileiras has 
officially withdrawn its sole Airbus A320. 
The aircraft, PR-AJB (c/n 1320), operated its 
final service – from Salvador to Campinas 
– on October 1 before being returned to its 
lessor. The one-time Air 2000 and Monarch 
Airlines jet, acquired in May, was used to 
provide bridging capacity as the Brazilian 
carrier took delivery of its own A320neos.  
The withdrawal came just days after the 
airline launched dedicated freighter 
operations via its new Azul Cargo offshoot. 
The division currently flies to Manaus, 
Campinas and Recife using a Boeing 737-
400F, PR-AJZ (c/n 28198), but plans to 
introduce a second example.

Cape Air is to take delivery of its first 
Tecnam P2012 Traveller early next year. 
The Massachusetts-based carrier became 
launch customer for the Italian 11-seat 
aircraft when it placed an order for 20 – 
plus 80 options – in April 2011 to replace its 
ageing fleet of Cessna 402s. Speaking at 
the Regional Airline Association conference 
in Long Beach in late September, Cape 
Air’s president Linda Markham said the 
carrier will initially operate the aircraft 
in New England before deploying them 
further afield as more are handed over. 
(Photo Tecnam)

Surinamese carrier Fly Allways Airlines has 
acquired a Boeing 737-400 on lease from 
Venezuela’s Turpial Airlines, ch-aviation 
reports. The jet, which is being used on 
services from Paramaribo to Curaçao 
and Santiago de Cuba, complements the 
airline’s existing fleet of three Fokker 70s, 
the newest of which, PZ-TFC (c/n 11579), is 
expected to enter service soon. 

Pallas Aviation has been named as the 
launch customer for Lockheed Martin’s 
LM-100J commercial freighter. The aircraft, 
an upgraded variant of the C-130J Super 
Hercules, is still undergoing testing but is 
expected to receive certification imminently. 
The Texan operator is expected to acquire 
two aircraft, which will be based at the 
company’s Fort Worth Alliance Airport HQ. 
Company president Emory Ellis remarked, 
“In choosing the LM-100J we have access 
to one of the newest cargo freighters that 
happens to have one of the most proven 
pedigrees in aviation: the C-130J.”

in brief

Swoop’s Sweep  Delayed 
CANADIAN LOW-COST carrier Swoop 
has been forced to delay the launch 
of services to the US after running 
into regulatory issues. The WestJet 
subsidiary had applied to the US 
Department of Transportation for 
a foreign air carrier permit in June 
ahead of its planned debut on October 
11 but failed to secure the necessary 
permits in time.
As a result, it cancelled 24 flights 
and transferred passengers from 
another 32 onto WestJet-operated 
services – but was expected to have 
resumed its schedule on October 27. 
“We anticipated having all regulatory 

approvals in place well in advance of 
our US launch, but unfortunately this is 
not the case,” said the carrier.
“We know how disruptive it is when 
travel doesn’t go as planned, and are 
deeply sorry for the inconvenience 
and disappointment caused.” 
The airline plans to open links 
between Abbotsford and Las Vegas, 
and from Hamilton to Fort Lauderdale 
and Tampa. It will also assume control 
of several existing WestJet routes 
including Edmonton-Las Vegas, 
Hamilton to Orlando and Edmonton to 
Phoenix/Mesa. 
(Photo Nick Chute/Threshold Images)

Military 
Airlifters

ATLAS AIR was the big winner in the 
latest round of US military contracts 
after securing millions of dollars’ worth 
of new work. The New York-based 
carrier was one of nine awarded 
almost $600m in Civil Reserve Air 
Fleet contracts, under which they’ll 
operate international long- and short-
haul charter airlift services for the US 
Department of Defense (DoD). 
The 12-month deals cover the period 
from October 1 to September 30, 2019 
and include $231.8m for Atlas Air, 
$160.6m for Kalitta Air and $125m for 
the combined Air Transport Services 
Group (ATSG, covering ABX Air, Air 
Transport International [ATI] and new 
acquisition Omni Air). 
ATI was also awarded a year’s 
extension to its task order to carry out 
global passenger and cargo charters 
for the DoD. The carrier already 
operates four Boeing 757s on behalf of 
the US Air Force. 

Viva Air Colombia has taken delivery of striking Airbus A320-214 HK-5273 (c/n 8519, ex D-AXAF). The aircraft wears an eye-catching all-pink livery 
to promote breast cancer awareness and is dedicated to long-serving cabin crew member Claudia Obando, who successfully fought off the disease. 
 DIRK GROTHE

Pretty in  Pink
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MAX Lands at SpiceJet
SPICEJET HAS taken delivery of 
its maiden Boeing 737 MAX. The 
aircraft, VT-MAX (c/n 60644), which 
was officially handed over on 
October 12, is the first in a $22bn 
order for up to 205 737 MAX 8s 
intended to standardise and grow 
the Indian carrier’s fleet.
Commenting on the new arrival, the 
airline’s chairman and managing 
director Ajay Singh said: “The 
induction of our first MAX is a huge 
milestone in SpiceJet’s journey. 
Passengers will benefit from more 
premium seats and, for the first 
time in India, broadband internet on 
board.”

SpiceJet committed to 100 new MAX 
8s in December 2016, building on 
an earlier order for 42 MAXs signed 
at India Aviation 2014 and a follow-
up deal for 13 aircraft previously 
attributed to an unidentified customer 
on Boeing’s orders and deliveries 
website. It also retains purchase rights 
for 50 additional examples.
The airliner arrives at a time of strong 
growth in India’s commercial aviation 
market. According to IATA, the country 
has the fastest growing domestic 
airline industry in the world – last year 
passenger volumes rose 17.4%, well 
ahead of second-placed China. 
(Photo Boeing)

Maldivian  Start-Up
MANTA AIR, the new domestic 
airline in the Republic of Maldives, 
has signed lease agreements 
for two ATR 72-600s with Nordic 
Aviation Capital (NAC). The first 
turboprop will be introduced in 
November, with the second example 
planned to arrive before the end of 
the year. The aircraft will initially 
operate from Manta Air’s base at 
Velana International Airport to three 
airports: Kudahuvadhoo on Dhaalu 
atoll, Dharavandhoo on Baa atoll 
and Thimarafushi on Thaa atoll.
The carrier’s COO, Edward Alsford, 
said: “Manta Air is an exciting new 
domestic airline. Our mission is 
to make flying an enjoyable and 
effortless experience by ensuring 
the highest safety standards are 
established and maintained. The 
two new ATR 72-600s we are 
introducing demonstrates our 

dedication to these standards, and 
our commitment offers the best 
levels of service for our passengers. 
We have taken the unusual step of 
removing a row of seats to provide 
our passengers with additional 
legroom in both our business and 
economy cabins.”
Martin Møller, chairman of NAC, 
added: “We are pleased to see our 
first ATR 72-600 being introduced 
in the Maldives and contributing 
to the further development of the 
air connectivity in this region. The 
ATR 72-600s perfectly match the 
requirements for short-haul travel.”
Stefano Bortoli, CEO of ATR, added, 
“It is a special occasion to be part 
of the launch of a new airline. Their 
choice highlights the confidence in 
the ATR 72-600 as the best aircraft 
for their successful daily operations 
in the Maldives.

Triple Dreamliner Handover
DURING OCTOBER, Boeing delivered 
the first 787-9 Dreamliners to three 
Asia Pacific operators; Juneyao 
Airlines, Air Tahiti Nui and EVA Air. 
The US manufacturer handed over 
the first of ten 787-9s to Shanghai-
based Juneyao Airlines on October 
19 and it became the first widebody 
commercial jet to be operated by a 
privately-owned Chinese airline. The 
aircraft, B-1115 (c/n 64312) and its nine 
sister ships will be used to expand the 
carrier’s international network and 
increase services across Southeast 
Asia as well as to Japan and Korea.
Wang Junjin, chairman Juneyao 
Airlines, said: “This delivery is our 
airline’s biggest milestone to date and 
marks a big step toward expanding 
our network in China and beyond.  The 

Dreamliner will play a key role in our 
global business growth.” 
To ensure the smooth introduction 
of its Dreamliners, Juneyao Airlines 
will use Boeing Global Services’ pilot 
training for its flightdeck crews as 
well as deploying the US company’s 
electronic flight bag on its flight decks 
to improve operational efficiency.
Eleven days earlier, Boeing delivered 
787-9, F-OMUA (c/n 39297), to Air 
Tahiti Nui. It has been acquired under 
a lease agreement from Air Lease 
Corporation (ALC) and is the first 
Boeing jet in the carrier’s fleet. It will 
be used to replace older Airbus A340s 
on the airline’s long-range network 
to destinations including Paris, Tokyo 
and Los Angeles.
Michel Monvoisin, chief executive 

officer and chairman of Air Tahiti Nui 
commented: “Our dream has finally 
become reality with the arrival of our 
first 787-9. The Tahitian Dreamliner 
will make flying to one of the world's
treasures an unforgettable 
experience, as we introduce new 
seats and a culturally inspired cabin.
As we celebrate our 20th anniversary 
this year, the 787 Dreamliner will guide 
us towards another successful 20 
years and beyond.”
Earlier in the month ALC and EVA 
Air celebrated the delivery of the 
Taiwanese carrier’s first 787-9 at 
Boeing’s South Carolina Delivery 
Center. It is the first of 24 Dreamliners 
for the Taipei-based carrier from its 
2015 order for 18 787-10s, that also 
included plans to operate four 787-

9s and two further 787-10s on lease 
from ALC.
Onboard the airline’s new 
Dreamliners, passengers can 
experience what EVA Air describes as 
its new Royal Laurel business class 
seat which has been developed by 
Designworks, a BMW Group company. 
The seat is 23 inches (58cm) wide and 
features privacy panels, a fully lie-
flat capability as well as an enhanced 
in-flight entertainment system. 
The carrier has also partnered with 
Teague, to redesign its economy class 
seats which are being manufactured 
by Ricaro. 
(Photo Brian Worthington)



www.airlinerworld.com  17

News Review •  Asia/Paci� c

Singapore Airlines has relaunched the 
world’s longest commercial flight. The first 
nonstop service between Singapore and 
New York departed Changi International 
Airport on October 11 at 23.37 and arrived at 
Newark/Liberty the following day at 05.29, 
a flight duration of 17hrs and 52mins. The 
link, initially thrice weekly, is operated by 
the airline’s new Airbus A350-900ULR 
(Ultra-Long Range) aircraft and became 
daily from October 18 after an additional jet 
was delivered.

Nepalese carrier Yeti Airlines has acquired 
a third ATR 72-500. The turboprop, 9N-ALN 
(c/n 776), was previously owned by Investec 
Bank and was sold through a deal handled 
by Air Partner. The addition of this latest 
ATR 72 will allow the carrier to extend 
its domestic operations to Bhadrapur and 
Siddharthanagar.

Scoot has received its first Airbus 
A320neo. The aircraft, 9V-TNA (c/n 8441), 
will be deployed on the Singapore Airlines 
subsidiary’s services across Asia. It is one of 
39 examples originally ordered by Tigerair 
in 2014, before the airline merged with low-
cost carrier Scoot in 2017. The incoming 
aircraft has 186 seats, is powered by Pratt 
& Whitney’s PW1100G geared turbofan 
engines and joins the carrier’s existing fleet 
of 27 A320ceos. (Photo Airbus)

Qantas and KLM Royal Dutch Airlines have 
signed a codeshare agreement creating new 
options for customers travelling between 
Australia and Holland. The Australian flag 
carrier will add its QF code to KLM’s daily 
flights between Singapore and Amsterdam, 
and the Dutch carrier’s KL code will appear 
on Qantas international services between 
Singapore and Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane 
and Perth. The agreement is still subject to 
government and regulatory approval.

As part of its international expansion 
programme, IndiGo is launching services 
to Malé and Phuket, its 13th and 14th 
destinations on its network respectively. 
The airline will operate daily nonstop flights 
between Malé and Kochi, a five times 
weekly link from Mumbai and twice weekly 
from Bengaluru. It also plans to operate 
six times per week rotations from Delhi to 
Phuket from November. 

Cathay Pacific is launching a nonstop flight 
to Seattle-Tacoma International Airport from 
April 1. The four times weekly link to Seattle 
– the airline’s eighth US gateway – will be 
flown by its Airbus A350-900s. The route 
underscores Cathay’s expansion strategy 
to connect new destinations not otherwise 
served from Hong Kong. Flight CX 857 will 
depart Seattle on Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday and Sunday mornings at 01.05 and 
will arrive in Hong Kong the following day 
at 05.25 allowing passengers to connect 
with Cathay’s flights across Asia without 
lengthy layovers.

in brief

Rebrand  for Chinese Carrier
Kunming-based Hongtu Airline has rebranded itself as Air Travel. The carrier’s new livery 
and identity has been revealed on Airbus A320-214, B-303M (c/n 8448) which was handed 
over on September 18. The jet is the first of two examples Air Travel is leasing from DAE 
Capital. EUROSPOT

Promoting Tourism
A month after being delivered, Royal Brunei Airlines’ Airbus A320neo, V8-RBD (c/n 8368), 
has received this attractive new livery to promote the best of Brunei’s tourism.
 AIRTEAMIMAGES.COM/ANDREW HUNT

Northern Territories LogoJet
SINGAPORE�BASED JETSTAR Asia 
Airways is celebrating ten years of 
direct air services between its home 
base and Darwin, Australia. The 
airline has partnered with Tourism 
Northern Territory and has repainted 
one of its Airbus A320-232s, 9V-JSB 
(c/n 2356), in this special livery 
depicting scenes from the ‘Top 
End’ of the continent. During the 
unveiling of the aircraft’s themed 
colour scheme, which was designed 
by Singaporean artist, Ben Qwek, 

the carrier also announced that it is 
increasing the number of scheduled 
services between the two cities 
from four to five per week.
Bara Pasupathi, Jetstar Asia CEO, 
commented: “Since the launch of 
our direct services in 2008 we have 
seen strong demand, flying more 
than 1.2 million visitors between 
the two cities and, with an extra 
weekly service, we’re excited to 
now offer customers more options 
to explore the ‘Top-End’. The 

Northern Territory is an incredible 
place to visit and we are excited to 
be supporting Tourism NT’s vision 
of ‘turbocharging tourism’ to this 
holiday hot spot.”
Some of Australia’s most awe-
inspiring natural landscapes, such 
as Kakadu and Litchfield National 
Parks and Katherine Gorge can be 
experienced from Darwin, a city 
that is less than a five-hour flight 
from Singapore. 
(Photo Jetstar Asia Airlines)

Korean Air  
Fleet Planning
SOUTH KOREAN flag carrier Korean 
Air has revealed that it is seeking to 
streamline its fleet and reduce costs. 
Walter Cho, the airline’s president, told 
reporters at an aviation conference in 
Jeju over October 18-19, that the carrier 
currently operates too many widebody 
aircraft types (five) and consolidating 
in one large order will help it to reduce 
maintenance costs and pilot training. 
He said that initial ideas seem to 
favour the expansion of the Boeing 787 
Dreamliner fleet, it currently operates 
eight 787-9s with a further two on 
order, plus options held for ten more. 
He revealed that while the Dreamliner 
was the prime candidate, the airline 
was also looking at the new 777X, as 
well as the Airbus A350.
Korean Air has seen its business to 
Europe and the US improve sharply 
over the last year, despite scandals 
involving members of its owner-
family which has dented its reputation 
domestically. In Asia, Cho says it is 
still struggling in China due to political 
issues, but Japanese traffic is growing 
steadily and the easing of tensions with 
its northern neighbour is allowing it to 
review the re-opening of flights over 
North Korean airspace. He added: “it 
will save time and money for us, but 
we have to very careful about when we 
start these again.”
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Airbus  Deliveries

The first Airbus A320neo has been delivered to Kunming-based Lucky Air. The jet, B-1361 (c/n 
7992) was handed over on September 13 and will be operated on a long-term lease from Avolon. 
EUROSPOT
Airbus delivered the following aircraft in September:

A220-300 3 airBaltic, Korean Air, Swiss International Air Lines

A320ceo 9 AirAsia, AWAS (Hongtu Airlines-Air Travel), CALC (Jetstar Japan), International Airfinance 
Corporation (Saudia) (3), Chengdu Airlines (2), Global Aircraft Trading (Aeroflot)

A320neo 30

AerCap (China Southern Airlines), Air China, Air Lease Corporation (Sky Airline), 
ANA Holdings (All Nippon Airways), BOC Aviation (Chongqing Airlines), BOC Aviation 
(Siberia Airlines), British Airways, China Development Bank Leasing (Loong Air) (2), 
China Eastern Airlines (6), CIT Leasing (Beijing Capital Airlines), CIT Leasing/Avolon 
Holdings (Lucky Air), easyJet, GECAS (Azul Linhas Aéreas Brasileiras), GoAir (3), 
ICBC Leasing (China Southern Airlines), IndiGo (5), Scandinavian Airlines, Volaris

A321ceo 5 Bank of Communications Financial Leasing (HK Express), CMB Financial Leasing (Beijing 
Capital Airlines), Delta Air Lines (2), JetBlue Airways

A321neo 7
AerCap (China Southern Airlines), Air China, ANA Holding (All Nippon Airways), Bank of 
Communications Financial Leasing (Sichuan Airlines), Hawaiian Airlines, Philippine Airlines, 
Sichuan Airlines

A330-200 1 Beijing Capital Airlines

A330-330 3 China Eastern Airlines, Hong Kong International Aviation Leasing (Lucky Air), 
Shenzhen Airlines

A350-900 8 AerCap (Hainan Airlines), Air China, LATAM Airlines Group, Philippine Airlines, 
Qatar Airways (2), Singapore Airlines (2)

A350-
1000 2 Qatar Airways (2)

A380 1 Emirates

Total 69

TEXTRON UNVEILED a full-scale 
Cessna SkyCourier facsimile at the 
2018 National Business Aviation 
Association’s Business Aviation 
Convention and Exhibition (NBAA-
BACE) held in Orlando, Florida 
between October 16-18. The cabin 
model offered a preview of the 
SkyCourier’s passenger options and 
standard features.
The new aircraft’s cabin offers seating 
for up to 19 passengers with a 32in 
(81cm) seat pitch with separate entry 
doors for passengers and crew. 
Inside, a netted rear cabin cargo 
area can accommodate luggage and 

equipment, with optional overhead 
baggage compartments providing 
additional onboard storage. The 
company says USB charging points 
will be located throughout the seating 
area and large windows allow in more 
natural light for greater passenger 
comfort onboard.
Rob Scholl, senior vice president sales 
and marketing, said: “The Cessna 
SkyCourier is engineered to be a 
versatile, heavy utilization turboprop 
with the ability to carry a significant 
payload while undertaking a variety of  
different missions.”
In addition to the passenger 

configuration, Textron Aviation has 
also designed a separate freighter 
variant offering a maximum payload 
of 6,000lb (2,722kg) and capable 
of accommodating up to three LD3 
shipping containers. Powered by 
two wing-mounted Pratt & Whitney 
PT6A-65SC turboprop engines, the 
SkyCourier will have a maximum 
cruise speed of up to 230mph 
(370km/h) and range of 900 nautical 
miles (1,667km). The manufacturer 
anticipates the first flight of the 
SkyCourier to take place next year, 
with entry into service due in 2020. 
(Photo Textron Aviation)

Grand 
Innovation 

Prize
SPEAKING AT the BusinessGreen 
Leaders’ Summit in London on 
October 16, Heathrow Airport’s chief 
executive John Holland-Kaye offered 
free landing charges for a year to 
the UK’s first electric aeroplane. The 
airport has effectively started the 
clock ticking by offering a prize valued 
at almost £1m.
There are already more than 100 
electric aircraft projects under 
way across the world and current 
industry thinking suggests electric 
aircraft could touch down at major 
international hubs by 2030.  Holland-
Kaye stated that innovators are 
facing two major hurdles; the cost of 
developing hybrid electric aircraft and 
the current demand. 
The prize has been designed to 
incentivise airlines to invest in electric 
technology, helping to increase 
demand and speed up the arrival 
of zero emissions flights at the UK’s 
biggest airport.

Joint Certification for 
Long Range A321neo

THE LAUNCH of customer flights 
using the Long Range (LR) variant 
of the A321neo moved a significant 
step closer with the joint EASA and 
FAA approval allowing the aircraft to 
operate with up to three additional 
centre tanks (ACTs) as well as 
under extended-range twin-engine 
operational performance standard 
(ETOPS) rules. 
This latest milestone is one of a 
series of A321neo capability options 
available, which when combined will 
enable the A321LR to fly up to 4,000 
nautical miles (7,408km) with 206 
passengers. 
Moreover, the ETOPS authorisation 
permits up to 180 minutes single-
engine diversion time, which is 

enough for transatlantic routes.
This latest certification approves 
the installation of the three optional 
ACTs and their associated new fuel 
management systems and lower-
fuselage structural reinforcements. 
It also includes the A321neo’s 
Airbus Cabin Flex (ACF) option 
which incorporates a modified 
fuselage structure with new door 
arrangements and a higher maximum 
take-off weight (MTOW) capability of 
up to 97 tonnes.
While the ACT configuration will 
become standard for all new delivery 
A321neos from around 2020, the 97 
tonnes MTOW capability will be an 
option on new-build jets, but cannot 
be retrofitted. (Photo Airbus)

Textron  Aviation Debuts 
SkyCourier Mock-up
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Boeing Business Jets has delivered the 
first BBJ MAX aeroplane to an undisclosed 
customer. The aircraft will now to fly to a 
completion centre where it will have its 
bespoke cabin fitted. Greg Laxton, head of 
Boeing Business Jets, said: “We are excited 
to begin delivering a longer range and 
more capable version of the world’s most 
popular business jetliner.” Customers from 
around the world have ordered 20 BBJ MAX 
aircraft so far.

Rolls-Royce’s Advanced3 demonstrator 
engine is providing both technology 
and data for the design of a new core 
for the company’s UltraFan design, which 
will be available from 2025. Advanced3, 
incorporating around 20,000 components, 
has now achieved more than 100 hours of 
testing, and initial results are, according 
to the manufacturer, showing encouraging 
performance from parts made from additive 
layer manufacturing (3D printing) and the 
use of advanced ceramic matrix composites.

GE Aviation has completed the initial design 
of the first supersonic engine purposely built 
for business jets. The new powerplant class, 
named the Affinity turbofan, is optimised 
with proven GE technology for supersonic 
flight and timed to meet the launch of the 
Aerion AS2. The manufacturer says the 
Affinity engine integrates the company’s 
proven military supersonic experience with 
the reliability of its commercial powerplants 
and the most advanced business jet engine 
technologies. The next review is targeted 
for 2020, when detailed design and test 
article production will start. 
(Photo Aerion)

Airbus is celebrating the tenth anniversary 
of the opening of its final assembly line in 
Tianjin, China. Created in a joint venture 
with Tianjin Free Trade Zone and China 
Aviation Industry Corporation, the first 
Tianjin-assembled A320 Family aircraft was 
delivered in 2009 and since then more 
than 380 examples have been handed over 
to both Chinese and international airline 
customers. Production output has increased 
at a steady rate and is forecasted to reach 
six single-aisle jetliners per month by the 
end of next year.

Adient Aerospace, the aeroplane seat joint 
venture between Boeing and automotive 
seating specialist Adient, has secured 
regulatory approval. The JV is developing 
a portfolio of seats for new aircraft and 
retrofit configurations and has recently 
opened a customer service centre in Seattle 
in addition to its development facility in 
Kaiserslautern, Germany. Work is initially 
focussing on lie-flat business class seat 
offerings for widebody airliners.

in briefBoeing Deliveries

One of eight Boeing 737-800 aircraft to be delivered to Ryanair during September by the US 
manufacturer. This example, EI-GSG (c/n 44849), taxies back to the apron after completing a pre-
delivery test flight on September 19 at Boeing Field. JOE G WALKER
Boeing delivered the following aircraft in September:

737-800 35

Bank of Communications Financial Leasing, BOC Aviation, China Eastern Airlines 
(6), China Southern Airlines (3), Everbright Financial Leasing (5), Hebei Airlines, ICBC 
Leasing (2), Japan Transocean Air, Okay Airways, Ruili Airlines, Ryanair (8), Sberbank 
Leasing, Southwest Airlines (2), Tassili Airlines, Xiamen Airlines

737 MAX 8 21

AerCap (2), Air Lease Corporation, American Airlines, China Eastern Airlines, China 
Southern Airlines, Ethiopian Airlines, Lion Air, Norwegian Air Shuttle (2), Shenzhen 
Airlines, SMBC Aviation Capital, Southwest Airlines (5), SpiceJet, Travel Service, Turkish 
Airlines (2)

737 MAX 9 1 United Airlines

737-800A 1 Defense, Space & Security

737-900ER 3 Alaska Airlines, Delta Air Lines (2)

747-8F 1 UPS

767-300F 1 FedEx Express

777-300ER 3 Emirates, Qatar Airways (2)

777F 3 Qatar Airways (2), Turkish Airlines

787-8 2 Avianca, British Airways

787-9 16
Air Lease Corporation (2), Air New Zealand, All Nippon Airways, American Airlines, Bank 
of Communications Financial Leasing, China Eastern Airlines (3), Hainan Airlines (5), 
Korean Air, Norwegian Air Shuttle

Total 87

Air Cargo  Set to 
Double in 20 Years

BOEING FORECASTS air cargo 
operators will need more than 
2,600 new freighters over the next 
two decades to keep pace with 
increasing global freight traffic, which 
is expected to grow 4.2% annually. 
The US manufacturer says that the 
980 new medium and large freighters 
and 1,670 converted freighters will 
go towards replacing older aircraft 
as well as growing the global fleet to 
meet the demand.
Darren Hulst, managing director of 
market analysis and sale support 
at Boeing Commercial Airplanes, 

remarked: “The air cargo market 
continues to be a major element of 
commercial aviation’s growth story. 
Our new forecast indicates strong 
long-term air cargo trends, which 
coincide with the market recovery we 
have seen of the last few years across 
Europe, North America and Asia.”
Boeing says some of the factors that 
are driving this growth include an 
expanding express package market 
in China and the continuing rise of 
e-commerce, which is forecasted to 
increase by 20% annually to $5 trillion 
by 2021. (Photo Boeing)

Embraer 
Deliveries

The Brazilian manufacturer delivered 
15 aircraft to the commercial aviation 
market and 24 business jets during the 
third quarter of 2018.  On September 
30, the company’s order backlog stood 
at $13.6bn. 

Deliveries by Segment

3rd Q 
2018 Total 2018

Commercial Aviation

E170 0 1

E175 13 44

E190 2 7

E195 0 2

E190-E2 0 3

Total 15 57

Executive Aviation

Light Jets 17 40

(2x Phenom 100s, 15x Phenom 300s)

Large Jets 7 15

(3x Legacy 450, 2x Legacy 500, 2x Legacy 650)

Total 39 112

Highlights from the third quarter 
included the signing of a firm contract 
for 12 E190-E2s from Helvetic Airways, 
that had been previously announced at 
the Farnborough International Airshow 
in July as a Letter of Intent (LoI). The 
contract also includes purchase rights 
for another 12 E190-E2s with the option 
to convert to the E195-E2 model, raising 
the order potential up to 24 aircraft. 
Deliveries are scheduled to start in 
2019 and run through to 2021. Also, at 
Farnborough, United Airlines placed 
a firm order for 25 E175s in a 70-seat 
configuration and deliveries of the first 
examples are due in the second quarter 
of next year.
During the 3Q18, Embraer also signed a 
contract with an undisclosed customer 
for up to five E195-E2s – three firm 
orders and two purchase rights. In 
addition, it continues to work on 
finalising the LoI signed with Republic 
Airways for 100 E175s and expects a 
significant portion of these jets to enter 
its backlog by the end of this year.

HAV DOA
Approval

Hybrid Air Vehicles (HAV) has been 
awarded its EASA design organisation 
approval (DOA). It has previously 
operated the prototype Airlander 
under both CAA and EASA permission, 
but now HAV can undertake a full flight 
test and certifiication programme. 
Nick Allman, Executive Director 
HAV, said: “We have made excellent 
progress on developing the 
appropriate regulations for an aircraft 
like Airlander. Now we can move 
ahead with production aircraft.”



New Irish  
Aircraft Register

IRELAND HAS welcomed the first 
aircraft onto its new EJ register.  The 
Embraer Lineage 1000, EJ-IOBN 
(c/n 19000632), was handed over to 
GainJet Ireland on October 16 and 
joins the business jet operator almost 
90 years to the day after the first-ever 
entry onto the Irish aircraft register, 
EI-AAA, in October 1928.
“Ireland already has a worldwide 
reputation as a leading air finance 
jurisdiction, and the Irish Aviation 
Authority is a world-leading regulator. 
The EJ register combines these 
strengths for the corporate aviation 
space and delivers an onshore EASA 
register which is guaranteed fully 
compliant with Part NCC. it’s truly the 

new gold standard,” Patrick Edmond, 
Managing Director of the International 
Aviation Services Centre (IASC) at 
Shannon remarked. “And with our 
best-in-class partners, Shannon is the 
obvious choice for ensuring fast and 
tax-efficient EJ registration.”
GainJet’s CEO Ray Mills added: “It’s 
been an amazing year. We started at 
Shannon with three jets back in 2016. 
We chose Shannon because it is a 
strategically located European base 
that connects continents. Moreover, 
thanks to the growing IASC cluster, 
Shannon has become a major aviation 
hub for leasing companies and for 
Atlantic crossing traffic.”
(Photo Malcolm Nason)

DASSAULT AVIATION 
has received 
regulatory approval 
for its enhanced flight 
vision system (EHVS). 
The new capability, 
which is fitted to the 
Falcon 8X ultra-long-
range business jet, “gives 
operational credit for poor 
visibility approaches down 
to 100ft, greatly improving 
access to airports in bad 
weather and significantly enhancing 
fleet efficiency,” the French 
manufacturer said.

It is delivered through 
the aircraft’s FalconEye 
combined vision system 
– available as an option 
on the 8X since last year 
and on the 2000LX/S 

and 900LX since October 
2016 – and was certified 

for operational use 
following the completion of 

a joint EASA/FAA certification 
campaign earlier this year.

FalconEye is, Dassault claims, 
the first head-up display “to show 
separate synthetic, database-driven 
terrain mapping and enhanced 

thermal and low-light camera 
images at the same time. This 
allows the pilot to fly approaches 
in poor visibility conditions with 
an unprecedented level of safety 
and reliability.” It added the system 
“provides an unprecedented level 
of situational awareness to the flight 
crew in all conditions of operation 
and greatly reduces the stress of bad 
weather landings.”
The 100ft capability is the latest 
in a series of new options and 
enhancements that have extended 
the mission capability of the Falcon 
8X since its entry into service in 

Embraer Launches 
Market Disruptor

EMBRAER HAS officially unveiled its 
new “disruptive” business jets, the 
Praetor 500 and Praetor 600.  The 
new aircraft, which are aimed at the 
midsize and super-midsize markets, 
were displayed for the first time at 
the 2018 National Business Aviation 
Association’s Business Aviation 
Convention and Exhibition (NBAA-
BACE) in Orlando in mid-October.
Embraer Executive Jets president 
and CEO, Michael Amalfitano, said: 
“The Praetor 500 and Praetor 600 
are the disruptive aircraft for the 
entrepreneur, for the pioneer, for 
the innovator. The Praetors are 
aircraft certainly in keeping with 
their name, leading the way in 
redefining the characteristics of 
what a midsize and super-midsize 
aircraft deliver to the market.”
The Brazilian manufacturer said the 
Praetor 600 will be “the farthest 
flying super-midsize business jet”, 
offering a range of 3,900 nautical 
miles (7,223 km) - sufficient for non-
stop flights between London and 
New York.  The smaller Praetor 500 

will, the firm added, “be the fastest 
mid-size aircraft.”
The new Praetors are equipped with 
a plethora of new technologies – 
the Upper Tech panel displays flight 
information and provides cabin 
management features, which are 
also made available on personal 
devices via the Honeywell Ovation 
Select system. They will also feature 
high-speed, high-capacity internet 
connectivity and IPTV through 
ViaSat’s Ka-band set-up.
To improve passenger comfort, 
the cabin will be pressurised to an 
altitude of 5,800ft, while Embraer 
claims the aircraft are the only 
midsize and super-midsize business 
jets with full fly-by-wire and active 
turbulence reduction.
Currently still under development, 
two Praetor 600 prototypes are 
undertaking test flights ahead of 
certification and service entry, 
currently expected in the second 
quarter of next year. The Praetor 
500 will follow in the third quarter 
of 2019. (Photo Embraer)

2016. This also includes steep 
approach approval, permitting 
operations at London City Airport 
among others, along with the 
introduction of the Falcon Sphere 
II integrated electronic flight bag 
suite; and FalconConnect inflight 
connectivity system.
Dassault added that it plans to 
further improve the EHVS to support 
landing capability, allowing pilots 
to fly a full approach and landing 
without using natural vision to see 
the runway. Approval of this latest 
upgrade is expected in 2020. 
(Photo Dassault Aviation) 

Dassault  Extends 
Falcon 8X Capabilities

FAI  Adds Challenger
German Special Mission Operator 
FAI rent-a-jet, has taken delivery 
of first Bombardier Challenger 850 
into service. The aircraft, D-AFAN 
(c/n 8081) was handed over in mid-
October and is currently receiving 
paint and interior enhancements 
at the group's Nuremburg-based 
maintenance division, FAI Technik, 
before entering service in November. 
Siegfried Axtmann, chairman of FAI 

Aviation Group, commented: “We 
are very pleased to welcome our 
first Challenger 850, which features 
a comfortable three-zone cabin as 
spacious as a Global Express and low 
operating costs comparable with a 
Challenger 605. I am confident it will 
prove popular with our customers.” 
The latest addition increases FAI's 
total fleet size to 25, including ten 
managed aircraft.
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BELARUS AVIATION TOUR IX

Unique oportunity to fly mighty Soviet aircrafts and helicopters just in 4 days. 

30 MAY - 2 JUNE, 2019
Planes - An-12, An-30, Yak-40, IL-76, L-410, An-26, An-2

Helicopters - Mi-26, Ka-26, Mi-8, Mi-2

Fly and discover Belarus, nice & easy country which is so close but still so unknown.

www.merlintour.fr
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T
here’s little doubt the de 
Havilland DH.106 Comet 1 
revolutionised the aviation 
industry. As the world’s first 
pressurised commercial 

jet-powered airliner, it was the source 
of enormous national pride when 
it entered service with the British 
Overseas Airways Corporation (BOAC) 
in May 1952. The inaugural flight, from 
London to Johannesburg via Rome, 
Beirut, Khartoum and Livingstone, 
ushered in a new era of passenger 
travel and led to carriers beating a path 

to de Havilland’s door eager to 
join the jet age.  

At the head of this queue was 
Canadian Pacific Air Lines, formed in 
1942 by the Canadian Pacific Railway 
Company with the purchase of ten 
bush planes. By the end of the decade 
it was flying Canadair North Stars 
(Douglas DC-4s built locally under 
licence) on long-haul routes out of 
Vancouver to Sydney via Honolulu 
and Fiji, Hong Kong via Tokyo, on the 
polar route to Amsterdam, and into 
South America. 

Transpacific Plans
The Canadian carrier initially ordered 

two Comet 1As – a higher gross 
weight version of the standard Comet 
1 – on December 15, 1949 for use on 
its prestigious Vancouver to Sydney 
service. For this, the aircraft were 
luxuriously appointed, housing 44 
passengers in a spacious four-abreast 

Blighted by design shortcomings, the de Havilland Comet 1’s flying career 
was tragically short-lived, but the jetliner enjoyed limited success in Canada. 

Charles Kennedy recounts its remarkable story.

CANADA’S 
PIONEERING 
COMETS 

The Royal Canadian Air 
Force ordered two examples 
in November 1951 to 
complement its fleet of 
North Stars which, at that 
time, were flying in support 
of the Korean War. 
The first example, 5301, 
was handed over to 412 
Squadron in March 1953.  
ALL PHOTOS KEY COLLECTION 
UNLESS STATED

MAIN • A striking air-to-air 
study of one of Canadian 
Pacific's two Comet 1As.  
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layout set at a 44in (112cm) 

pitch. This consisted of 36 seats 
in the main cabin, with a further eight 
club-style seats in the forward cabin. 

From an operational perspective, the 
route presented significant challenges. 
The first stage from Vancouver 
to Honolulu was well beyond the 
maximum range of the Comet and, 
with nowhere en route to pick up 
fuel, the airline instead intended to 
employ its DC-6Bs on this leg. The jets, 
meanwhile, would be based in Sydney 
and used on the latter half of the trip. 

Published timetables of the era 
show flight CP304 leaving Sydney 
at 0800 on a Friday morning, 
initially destined for Auckland 
before arriving in Nadi, Fiji, 

later the same 
afternoon. The second 
of the twice-weekly 
departures, CP302, 

left at 1115 and omitted 
New Zealand entirely. 
The staggered times 

out of Sydney meant that, 
regardless of routing, the 

Comets were programmed 
to arrive in Fiji at 1745 and 

depart again at 1900 on the 
overnight sector to Honolulu 

via an ‘oh dark 30’ fuel stop on 
Canton Island (see panel, p24). 
Arrival into Honolulu was planned 

for 0630 on Friday and Tuesday – the 
same day as leaving Sydney, due to 
crossing the International Date Line 
(IDL). The final leg to Canada, operated 
by a DC-6B, departed Honolulu at 0800 
and landed in Vancouver at 2000.

Travel times were largely comparable 

on westbound 
services, though a 

combination of time zones and the 
IDL meant Wednesday and Saturday 
departures did not arrive in Sydney 
until Friday and Monday afternoon 
respectively. 

Of course, such luxury and speed did 
not come cheaply – a one-way ticket 
from Sydney to Vancouver was £223, 
equivalent to £7,264 today. Among the 
more elaborate promotions offered 
by the airline was a return ticket from 
London to Sydney in partnership 
with BOAC. This consisted of a 
transatlantic service with the British 
carrier to Montreal (aboard a DC-7C 
or Boeing Stratocruiser) and then a 
Trans-Canada Air Lines North Star or 
Lockheed Constellation to Vancouver 
to connect with the Canadian Pacific 
flights. All in, the airfare was £547, 
equivalent to £17,820 today. To put that 
into perspective, the average house 

price in the UK in 1952 was £1,891. 

Disaster Strikes
Canadian Pacific’s first Comet 

1A, CF-CUN (c/n 06014) Empress of 
Hawaii , was in reality the second of 
its two ordered examples to be built. 
It completed its maiden flight on 
Christmas Eve 1952 and undertook a 
period of test flying and pilot training 
before being handed over to the carrier 
three months later, leaving on what 
transpired to be its ill-fated delivery 
flight on March 2, 1953. 

During his jet conversion course 
at Hatfield, Canadian Pacific’s then 
director of overseas flight operations, 
Captain Charles Pentland, was 
shown by Comet chief test pilot, 
Wing Commander John “Cat’s Eyes” 
Cunningham, how the aircraft could 
be over-rotated during take-off. This, 
in turn, would partially stall the wing, 
generating excessive drag, hampering 
acceleration and, ultimately, the 
aircraft’s ability to get airborne. 

Indeed, BOAC’s Training Manual 



The airfield can be seen at 
the top left of the atoll . ISS 

EXPEDITION 42 CREW. 2014 �PUBLIC 
DOMAIN�, VIA WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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of the time outlined the preferred 
technique: “At 80kts the nose should 
be lifted until the rumble of the nose 
wheel ceases. Care should be taken not 
to overdo this and adopt an exaggerated 
tail-down attitude with a consequent 
poor acceleration.” 

After ten hours of training, Captain 
Pentland and his crew of five boarded 
CF-CUN ready for the delivery flight 
to its new home in Sydney. They 
were joined by six de Havilland 
personnel who were to help set up the 
new operation, and included senior 
engineer Harold Waters, who had 
been on the very first flight of the 
Comet prototype.

The first hop to Karachi via Bahrain 
was flown without incident and, with 
the crew eager to establish a new UK 
to Australia speed record, the next 
leg – to Singapore – was planned to 
leave barely an hour later. So, at 3am 
on March 3, CF-CUN – heavily laden 
with fuel – lined up on Runway 25. 
The thrust levers were advanced and 
the four Rolls-Royce Ghosts spooled up 
to full power before Captain Pentland 
released the brakes and the aircraft 
lurched forward. 

Passing 85kts, the inexperienced 
Comet pilot – who had never 
previously taken off at a high all-up 
weight – pulled back on the yoke, but 

Canton Island
The remote Pacific outpost of Canton Island, 
part of the sparsely populated Phoenix Islands 
of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands (now the 
Republic of Kiribati), was an important logistical 
hub during World War Two. Later, it became 
a regular refuelling point for carriers such as 
Pan American World Airways (Pan Am), Qantas, 
British Commonwealth Pacific Airlines and 
Canadian Pacific, its 6,230ft (1,899m) runway 
being more than adequate for the Comet’s 
‘dead of night’ fuel stops. 
It was, however, rather rudimentary. Facilities 
at the airfield were limited to a control tower, 
a small terminal, a hangar and a fuel farm. 

The island itself contained little more – a 
hotel, a medical dispensary, a distillation 
plant (no freshwater naturally occurring on the 
island), and school for the children of station 
personnel. 
The advancement of airliners, and their ability 
to cover increasingly long distances, all but 
eliminated the need for technical stops and, 
by the end of the 1950s, only a weekly Pan Am 
DC-7C service remained, operating in support 
of NASA’s Mercury space tracking station until 
its closure in 1965. Today, the island and its 
airport remain available for emergency use but 
have been largely abandoned.  

The Canadian carrier 
intended to use its 
Comets on the prestigious 
transpacific Vancouver to 
Sydney route. The first stage 
to Honolulu was well beyond 
the jet's maximum range 
and, with nowhere en route 
to pick up fuel, the airline 
instead intended to employ 
its DC-6Bs on this leg. The 
jets, meanwhile, would be 
based in Australia and used 
on the latter half of the trip. 

Passing 85kts, the inexperienced 
Comet pilot pulled back on the yoke, 
but instead of holding the nosewheel 
just off the ground, he over-rotated... 
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instead of holding the nosewheel just 
off the ground, he over-rotated. 

The official accident report read: 
“The accident was caused by the 
fact that the nose of the aircraft was 
lifted too high during the take-off 
run, resulting in a partially stalled 
condition and excessive drag. This did 
not permit normal acceleration and 
prevented the aircraft from becoming 
airborne within the prescribed 
distance. The pilot appears to have 
realised that the nose was excessively 
high and took corrective action, but 
this was done too late to prevent 
the aircraft striking an obstruction 
immediately beyond the perimeter 
fence before it became airborne.” 

Running off the paved surface, the 
Comet hit the perimeter drainage ditch, 
sheering off its undercarriage, and then 
smashed into a dry canal bed before 
bursting into flames, claiming the lives 
of all 11 crew and passengers. 

Fatal Flaws
In the years that followed, it became 

apparent the early Comet wing 
design was prone to stalling during 
take-off and, after lobbying from the 
International Federation of Air Line 
Pilots’ Associations, on March 21, 1959 
Captain Pentland was officially cleared 
of blame. 

The de Havilland jet was, however, 
blighted by a far bigger problem. Quite 
simply, the airframe and skin of the 
Comet 1 was not strong enough to 
absorb the rigours of airline flying, and 
three BOAC examples disintegrated 
in mid-air due to the then unknown 
phenomenon of metal fatigue. 

These accidents, which occurred 
over 11 months between May 
1953 and April 1954, led to the 
permanent grounding of the Comet 
1. Even without the Karachi tragedy, 
Canadian Pacific’s plans would have 
been short-lived. 

Testing Times
The loss of CF-CUN had major 

repercussions for the Canadian 
carrier, which cancelled its order for 
the second Comet 1A CF-CUM (c/n 
06013), Empress of Vancouver . The 
aircraft, which had been exhibited 
at the 1952 Farnborough Air Show, 
was re-registered as G-ANAV, and on 
August 12, 1953 was sold to BOAC for 
whom it operated until the fleet was 
grounded the following April. It was 
then handed over to the Royal Aircraft 
Establishment where seats, carpets 
and cabin furniture was replaced by 
flight test equipment and oxygen 
supplies. Wg Cdr Cunningham ferried 
the jet to Farnborough on May 3, 1954, 
where more than 200 strain gauges, 
low-frequency vibration indicators, 
resistance wire thermometers, and fire- 
and crash-proof cameras were added. 

Under the direction of the then Sqn 

Comet 1A CF-CUM was 
re-registered as G-ANAV in 
August 1953 and sold to 
BOAC until its transfer to the 
Royal Aircraft Establishment 
the following year. 

LEFT AND ABOVE • Canadian 
Pacfic Comet 1A CF-CUM 
(c/n 06013), 'Empress of 
Vancouver' was exhibited 
at the 1952 Farnborough Air 
Show. The airline ultimately 
cancelled its order before 
the aircraft was delivered. 
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Ldr Roger Topp, later famed for leading 
a 22-aircraft loop while commanding 
the RAF’s Black Arrows aerobatics 
team, flight trials began on June 23. 
RAF pilots and Farnborough observer/
engineers racked up 50 sorties and 100 
flying hours over the following five 
weeks, most of them accompanied 
by an English Electric Canberra 
cameraship as they worked to establish 
the cause of the Comet crashes. 

In early 1955, with the flight test 
programme completed, G-ANAV 
became one of four examples to be 
placed inside tanks and then pumped 
full of water and drained repetitively, 
to simulate the pressurisation cycles 
of airline service. The structural 
failure, when it came, stemmed from 
fatigue cracks near corners of the 
aircraft’s square passenger windows, a 
discovery that shook the industry and 
subsequently led to the almost universal 
adoption of rounded windows. 

Flying Colours 
The Royal Canadian Air Force 

had a more positive experience 
with the Comet 1A. Two examples 
were ordered in November 1951 to 
complement its fleet of North Stars 
which, at that time, were flying in 
support of the Korean War. 

The first example, 5301 (c/n 06017), 
was handed over to 412 Squadron on 
March 14, 1953, just 11 days after the 
Karachi accident. As a result, the aircraft 
accumulated more than 100 flying 
hours operating multi-stop training 
flights to Johannesburg and Singapore 
before arriving at its new home at 
RCAF Station Uplands, Ottawa on May 
29. Notably this flight – completed in 
10hrs 20mins with stops in Keflavík 
and Goose Bay – was the first Atlantic 
crossing by a jet transport of any kind. 

The two aircraft, 5301 and 5302 (c/n 
06018), offered a significant leap in 
performance over the older and slower 

North Stars. On one occasion, a RCAF 
Comet flying from Gander to Paris 
passed a North Star, which had left two 
hours earlier bound for the UK, over 
the mid-Atlantic. The jet was so fast 
that it had time to reach France, have a 
brief stop and then make the short hop 
across the English Channel to London, 
arriving in the capital shortly before the 
North Star. 

A New Variant
While the British jet performed 

admirably, the RCAF examples were not 
immune from the global grounding. 
But while the vast majority of Comet 1s 
and 2s never flew again, 5301 and 5302 
were made airworthy following two 
years in storage at de Havilland’s facility 
at Downsview, Toronto. In May 1956 
they were ferried unpressurised across 
the Atlantic to Broughton, Wales where 
they received extensive modifications 
that would become standard on the 

Royal Canadian Air Force 
example 5302 comes to a 
halt after another flight. 
The favoured approach 
procedure, a rather extreme 
interpretation of de 
Havilland’s Jet Penetration 
profile, saw the aircraft 
go from cruising altitude � 
usually around 40,000ft �  
to landing in a little over 
three minutes.  

ABOVE AND LEFT • The clean 
wing of the Comet 1 offered 
sparkling performance but, 
lacking any kind of leading-
edge slats, was prone to 
stalling during take-off with 
often fatal consequences.  

The structural failure, when it came, 
stemmed from fatigue cracks near 
corners of the aircraft’s square 
passenger window...
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incoming Comet 4. The £142,000 
project included installation of a heavier 
gauge fuselage skin, round passenger 
windows, modified wing leading edges 
and uprated Ghost engines, creating the 
only Comet 1XBs in existence. 

The aircraft returned to Canada on 
September 26, 1957 to resume their role 
as VIP transports, while also operating 
regular flights between Ottawa and 
RCAF Station Marville, northeast 
France. Significantly, this predated 
BOAC’s London to New York link – 
launched in October 1958 and widely 
accepted to be the first transatlantic jet 
service – by a year. 

The Comet 1XBs, with a fuel load of 
50,000lb (22,680kg) and a maximum 
all-up weight of 117,000lb (53,070kg), 
could fly for around six hours plus 45 
minutes’ reserve, enough to cross the 
Atlantic with 37 passengers on board. 
The RCAF programmed its flights to 
leave Ottawa three nights a week at 
around 1900hrs, arriving in France 
the following morning via a fuel stop 
in Goose Bay or Gander. It was truly 
an airline-style operation – the crew 
of the previous eastbound trip would 
be waiting in Marville to take the jet 
back to Canada, necessitating only the 
shortest of turnarounds. 

Prevailing winds on westbound 
legs required a fuel stop in Iceland, 
but from here the aircraft could reach 
Ottawa directly. Arrival into Uplands 
was generally a rather extreme 
interpretation of de Havilland’s Jet 
Penetration profile, seeing the aircraft 
remaining at its cruising altitude of 
around 40,000ft and then performing 
a steep descent near the airfield. Such 
a manoeuvre, favoured for its speed 
and use of very little fuel, would see the 
aircraft on the ground in a little over 
three minutes! 

The Comets soldiered on into the next 
decade, but soon the RCAF made plans 
to phase the type out of service. 

End of an Era 
The aircraft’s last scheduled rotation 

to Marville came on March 1, 1962, after 
which it was replaced by the turboprop 
Canadair CC-106 Yukon (a military 
variant of the CL-44). Ad hoc missions 
to Europe continued over the next 17 
months, the Comet operating its final 
transatlantic trip on August 8, 1963. 

The two jets were retired from 412 
Sqn service on October 10, 1964 and 
ferried to RCAF Station Mountain View 
pending a sale, but the process was 
far from straight forward. While there 
was plenty of interest in the aircraft, 
5301 succumbed to the scrap man’s 
axe the following year and sistership 
5302 was sold to an entrepreneur with 
the intention of operating civilian 
VIP flights out of Hamilton. Given the 
civilian registration CF-SVR along with 
a smart new livery, it changed hands 

several more times but remained in 
situ until 1968 when, embroiled in a 
legal wrangling, it became N373S and 
was ferried to Miami. Rumours of a 
potential buyer in South America failed 
to materialise and, with a long list of 
defects brought about by prolonged 
periods in storage, the aircraft never 
flew again and was scrapped in 1975. 

Today, very little survives of Canada’s 
flirtation with the Comet. Of the four 
aircraft, just two cockpits remain –
Canadian Pacific’s Empress of 
Vancouver  spent several years dumped 
at Farnborough before it too was 
scrapped, though the nose was rescued 
and is now owned by the Science 
Museum in London. Similarly, the 
forward fuselage of RCAF’s 5301 was 
rescued and is displayed at the Canada 
Aviation and Space Museum at 
Rockcliffe, Ottawa. 

Very little survives of 
Canada’s flirtation with the 
Comet. Of the four aircraft, 
just two cockpits remain �  
one in Ottawa and another 
in the UK.  

Canadian Pacific Comet 1A 
CF-CUN seen during  
happier days.  The aircraft 
was destroyed during its 
delivery flight, claiming the 
lives of all 11 passengers 
and crew on board.   
ATI COLLECTION

The RCAF's aircraft received 
extensive modifications that 
would become standard on 
the incoming Comet 4. The 
£142,000 project included 
installation of a heavier 
gauge fuselage skin, round 
passenger windows, modi-
fied wing leading edges 
and uprated Ghost engines, 
creating the only Comet 1XBs 
in existence. 




















































































































































